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ns O infiru?, and to amuſe, is 
Wo the End of all Books of this 
4 Mature; but the Difficulty is 
4 | e wnite theſe two Points in 
1 5 7 one. It is not enougb to collect 
i together ſome biſtorical Inct- 
dents, mM may ſerve as 4 Foundation for 
1 — z theſe latter muſt rectiſy 
ogg uſe that Expreſſion, 4 
2. to the he Trath : This it what the illu- 
; firious Author of the Adventures of Jakaya 
bas done, with all the Wit and Delicacy ima- 
ginable. His Style is natural, noble, and pa- 
Tel Hiſtory = indeed afforded bim a 
very happy Foundation ; but it was requiſite 
to ſubjoin thereto as much Art and Inventicy, 
3 as will be found in this Work, to affect the 
1 Paſſions, and amuſe the Underſt anding. The 
1 Charatters are altogether wonderful; J * 
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is great, but be is 4 Man, and conſequently | 
fh to buman Fyailties : Ambition ſeems. - 
to be bis Paſſion; but Love bur. ® 
rigs bim on, and, in ſpite of all bir Reflexions, |* 
be gives wway to a Inclination, which 
gives Riſe to all the Incidents of bis Life. An- 
thoras, that unale King of Georgia, 
is both a fine xample of the Viciſſitudes of 
Fortune, and of the entire Reſignation we ought 
to ſhew to the Decrees of Providence. Cher- 
ſeg, who is yet more unhappy, than either 
Anthoras or Jakaya, finiſhes the Piece ; and 
teaches us that Deſpair ought never to get the 
0 N ery over a Soul truly Virtuous. The Cha- 
aters of Felicia and Mariana are. highly 
finiſbed: The ' Ambition of Felicia and the 
Sweet Temper of Mariana make an admirable 
Contraſt. In ſhort, every Precept bere is 
fow' d upon flowery Paths ; Incident con- 
dutts us to Firtne, and the Deſcriptions of vi- 
tious Perſons are only introduced, to make us 
ſenſible of their Crimes, and raiſe in us an Ab- 
borrencs of them. 
* will not be diſagreeable to the 

find here a Su of Prince 


= 5 wi, extracted from the Turkiſh 
will ee 2 Trouble of 
looking for it boon and will ſbeto him 

at the ſame Time, how much Wit and Imagi- 
nation was requifite, to produce a Work ſo 


EI 
A 


the Chriſtian Religion from ber 
though ſbe bad by a Son named 
Lapare could not think without Horror — 
un Fate of this Child; 3 to 1 


Do nb this melanchol 2 * 


ber Love ren her ingenious. She 
— — an IO, 7 3 
that Change of Air was nece ber 
ng who 4% ber Re- 
— permitted her ti to go to M 
i ſia, and, as a Favour, allowe ber 
likewiſe to take ber Son with ber. She ſpent 
ſome Tine at Magneſia, from whence ſhe 
found means to make ber eſcape with ber Son, 
in 4 little Veſſel that was ready to ſet Sail, 
— went aſbore at Saloniki, tobere ſbe in- 
ed ber Secret to the Archbiſhop of Theſſa- 
lonica, who conferred Baptiſm upon Jakaya, 
after baving cauſed bim to be inſtructed in the 
Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion. In the 
mean while, Mahomet, the Sultan's eldeſt 
Son, already burnt with an impatient Deſire 
of reigning; wherefore in Concert with bis 
Mol ber, 
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e 

n s Fatber. bi- 
a was diſcovered 4 and the Sultan in bi 

„ nat only 'cauſed the Favourite Sulta - 

neſs to be thrown into the Sea, bu the yobng | þ 

Prince to be ſtrangled in bis Preſence. He did 5 
wot long ſur vive them, but died of the Plague, 

aged only Thirty Eight, and Achmet, bi: F 

youngeſt Son aſcended the Throne ; Inſomuch 

1 

( 

l 

. 


that Jakaya heard at the ſame Time of the 
Deaths of bis Father and eldeſt Brother , and 
the Advancement of bis youngeſt Brother to the 
Croum : Hereupon, toben be reflected upon 
bis having loſt the Empire, be wat greatly 
_ exaſperated at bis Mother*s Zeal. 
Hie vas then Eighteen Years old, full of 
Courage, and reſolutely bent upon attempting 
every Thing to recover the Throne, With 
t bis De be joined with Peri Baſſa, who 
bad revolted in Aſia, and was proclaimed. 
Sultan at tbe Mad of the Rebels gy but For- 
tune did not ſecond bis Intentions, Aſter a 
thouſand brave Actions, be was utterly de- 
feated, and reduced to the Neceſſity of flying 
for Refuge to the Mountains, whence be re- 
turned to Greece. He made divers other 
Altempts, wwberein be ſucceeded no better than 
in the former; Inſomuch that be was forced 
10 baſten bis Flight towards the Black- Sea, 
in order to avoid bis Brotber”s 1 Then, 
that be might the better conce . | 


DB 


e 
en 
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enter d into the Service of the Poliſh En- 
Wl Hache. with whom be travers'd Walachia 


Moldavia, 14 Chiaoux, whom the 
Sultan ſent to King ws Fo 22 diſcovered 
Tee and demanded of that Monarch to 


ve bim delrvered up, as an Enemy to the 
_— He reſolutely refuſed it, and even 
4 | cauſed bim to be paid the Honours due to bis 
Birth. The Chiaoux laid an Ambuſh for 
T Jakaya, whereof a Flemiſh Embroiderer 
¶ gave that Prince Notice, and be eſcaped the 
e by retiring to Prague, whence be went 

© 10 the TE =, II. Emperor of 
Monarch aſſigned bim a 

Penſion ; 1 the Deſire of would not 
fu er bim to lead a L 2 Fir ſecond- 
by Coſmo II. Greet Dl of 1 ſcany — 
0 


ks aſſiſted bim with a roar 4 of Men 
_ commanded by Beauregard, Knight 
is F akardine, 


Malta, be ſet ſail to 
Prince of Drus, who bad begun to make an 


Inſurrettion in Syria: The Squadron arrived 
at Tripoli. Beauregard thought 
be cught not to iniruft bim with Naſfaf 
Baſſa, ibe Chief of the Rebels, whoſe Fide- 
lity be ſuſpetted. Jakaya therefore was 
carried back to Florence, whence, at the 
Requeſt of Philip III. King of Spain, be 
went to Averſa, where be was magnificently 
received. But the dilatory Proceedings of the 
Courcil of Spain * Jakaya quite out of 

Palience ; 
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Patience; wherefore be undertook by bimſ: 
— — FD yjorTncorryy _ all bis 
Efforts returned: 
— to Rome, and from thence 1% 
France, where Charles de Gonzaga, Duke 
Neven, {ook bim into bis Protettion, being | 
abarm d with the fine Qualities of /o 95 tan ; 
nate 4 Prince. There happened, however,” 
in Proceſs 3 Time, ſome Coldneſi in 
Friendfvip, and Jakaya diſappeared on . 1 * 
nor was be ever beard of ſince :\ 

Though bis Friends gave out, without any | 
Foundation, that be went to end bis Day; 
in the Convent of Carthuſians at Dijon. 
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PART I. 


F HERE are no Paſſions 
= which tyrannize over the 

Heart with more Vio- 
lence than Ambition and 
Love; *tis even difficult 
to be able to determine, 
which of the two is moſt 
cruel, Both the one and the other hurry 
us away into Exceſſes, from which neither 
Reaſon nor Virtue can defend us; but ſuch 
is the Weakneſs of human Nature. We 
ſee our Error, without having the Reſo- 
Vor, I. = lution 
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— to reſiſt * and their Charms are 

inviting, that we precipitate our- 
felves \ voluntarily into he 8 and 
Misfortunes which they prepare for us. 


The Hiſtory of Jataya will eaſily de- 
monſtrate this Truth; whereof the Pra- 
of our own Hearts, may convince us 
every Day. This unfortunate Prince was 
born with ſuch a natural Diſpoſition to 
Virtue, that one would have thought it 


his Life; but his Ianocence was ſoon cor- 
rupted : Love and Ambition long contend- 
ed for the Glory of triumphing over his 
Heart, and re- united their Efforts at laſt 


£0 ruin him. 


Jataya was Son to Mabomet III. and 
the Sultana Lapare ; never was Prince en- 
dued with more ingaging Qu Qualities: His 
Beauty and native Gracefulneſs, were but 
the leaſt Advantages wherewith Nature 


had befriended him ; one might likewiſe 
obſerve in him an amiable Sweetneſs ; a 
tneſs of Soul, worthy of the Rank to 
which he was born; an exact Probity ; a ſo- 
lid Virrue ; and, in ſhort, a lively, polite, 
inſinuating Wit, which rendered him as 
agreeable in Company, as dexterous and 


enterprizing in the moſt tickliſh and in- 
tricate 


would have influenc d all the Actions of F 


every Day expo 
cruel Fate, to which the barbarous Sultans 
condemn their Brothers. 


The E had three favourite Sul- 
tana's; the firſt whereof was Mother to 
Prince Selim, and Mabomet ; the ſecond to 
Sultan Fakaya; and the third to the Prin- 
ces Achmet and Muſtapha. The ſavage 
Temper of Selim, who was to ſucceed to 
the imperial Throne, made it but too 
apparent, what would be the Deſtiny of 
his Brothers: Accordingly the Sultaneſs 
Lajare, being alarm'd at the Danger 
that threatned Jakaya, managed Matters 
ſo'well with the Grand Signior, that ſhe ob- 
tained leave of him to retire to Magneſia, 
with the Prince her Son. 


There being more at Liberty to culti- 
vate Jakaya's amiable Qualities, ſhe ſpa- 
red no Pains to render him accompliſh'd ; 
nor did the noble Deſign fail of the de- 
fired Succeſs : He ſoon arriv'd at that De- 
gree of Perfection where his tender Mo- 
ther wiſh'd him, but this was not yet e- 
nough to ſatisfy the Sullancſi. She was 

B 2 born 
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Horn a Greek and a Chriſtian, and could 7 

not live happily till her Son had abjur d 

the Errors of n; wherefore une 

_ to him thereof in ſuch Terms, as 
ie Force of Truth rendered perſuaſive. 


Zakaya found himſelf ſtruck with the 
Lights that broke in upon his Underſtand. 
ing; and his Reaſon eaſily enabled him 
10 unfold the Principles of our Religion: 
He was moved therefore with it, and 
ſoon thirſted after nothing more, than to 
zender himſclf worthy oP receiving Bap- 
tiſm. Never was a Joy more lively than 
that of the Sultaneſi, nevertheleſs the 
Fear of falling again into the Power of 
Mahomet, diminiſh'd, or at leaſt ſuſpend- 
ed, the Sweets of ſo lawful a Pleaſure : 
But of what is not a holy and juſt Reſolu- 


tion capable ! 


The Sullaneſt and the young Prince, 
determin'd to intruſt their important Se- 
cret with [7cgias, one of Jataya's Govern- 
ours, who, by his Affection, ſeem'd to 
deſerve their Confidence. Accordingly, 
this zealous Confidant, return'd with Ar- 
dour the Sincerity they had ſhown him; 
not only he approved of the Prince's De- 
Hign, but alſo ſought all Means to make 
it ſucceed: He met with no great Diffi- 


F 


Prince JAKAYA. 


culty to compaſs his Ends; as he was not 
ſuſpected, he was not long before he made 
himſelf Maſter of a Veſſel, wherewith 
they failed to Aorea, and from thence to 
Macedonia. 


The Sulfaneſi fix d her Reſidence at S- 
loniki ; and it was in that City, that this 
pious Princeſs re-entered publickly into 
the Pale of the Church, after having 
cauſed Jakaya to be baptiz'd there. Ma- 
bomet heard, with Vexation, of Lapare's 
Flight; but as 3 the Precaution, 

before her Eſcape, to ſpread a Report of 
the Prince's Death, 4 a magnificent 
Funeral had even been made, by her Or- 
der, for a young Turk about Jakay a's Age 
whom ſhe had remov'd ſecretly into 4 
Son's Bed, the Sultan, who no longer had 
any Love for her, was eaſily comforted 
for her Loſs, in the Arms of his new 
Favourite. 


In the mean while Prince Jataya was 
obli to conceal both his Birth, and his 
Rank ; and if he was adored in Saloniki, 
he ow'd the officious Services that were 
render'd him, wholly to his Merit, — 
to his Prudence. The Sultaneſs was 
charm'd therewith, but the Hearr of the 
young Prince could not be ſo eaſily con- 
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tented ; he was born for Glory, and could 
not confine themſelf to the Obſcurity 
which conceal'd him from the Fury of 
the Sultans, Ambition begun to inſinuate 
itſelf into his Soul; he repreſented to 
himſelf, with Horror, the Inaction where- 
in he lived; he knew that Princes are no 
farther commendable, thaa as their Va- 
Jour and their Virtue diſtinguiſhes them 
from ordinary Men; he could not there- 
fore help ſpeaking thereof to the Sultane/5 ; 
but that tender Mother being terrify'd ar 
Sentiments ſo cont to the Love ſhe 
bore her Son, expreſs'd ſuch a lively Grief 
nes that Jalaya was forc'd to conceal 

em. 1 


He diſſembled then ſo artfully, that 
Lapare was at laſt deceiv'd thereby, and 
inſenſibly recover'd that Tranquillity 
which FJakaya's Diſcourſe had baniſh'd 
from her Soul. But, altho* that Prince 
had diſguiſed his Inclinations, he had 
— confirm'd himſelf the more in the 
Reſolution to ou them in execution. 
Wherefore, conſulting only his Courage, 
he ſet out one Day from Saloniti, attend- 
ed only by a Squire, in whom he repoſed 
an entire Confidence; but as common 


Prudence required the greateſt Precau- 
tion, 


Prince JTAKAYA. 7 
tion, he diſguiſed himſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner as not to be diſcover'd. 


He travell'd ſome Time all over Greece, 
but ſtaid no longer in each City, than ay 
by it's Beauty it ſeem'd to merit his At- 
tention : This young Prince impatiently 
waited for the War's giving him-an O 
portunity of ſignalizing himſelf ; but 
profound Peace that then reign'd every 
where, delay'd at that Time the Glory 
which his Valour ſeem'd to promiſe him. 
He was conſtrain'd then to confine his- 
Curioſity and his Pleaſures, to the Variety 
of Objects that offer'd themſelves to his 
Sight. During this Interval the Court of 
abomet was diſturb'd with domeſtick E- 
nemies; the Emperor had diſcover'd a 
Conſpiracy, whereof Mabomet his ſecond 
Son was the Head: He was upon the 
point of falling under it, but his good 
Genius, and the Aga of the Janizaries, ſe- 
cur'd him from this imminent Danger, 
The Rebels were puniſh'd; and it was 
not without extream Difficulty, that Ma- 
bomel pardon'd the Vizier Oſman, who 
was found to be concern'd in the Con- 
ſpiracy. 


In the mean while, in order to remove 
ſuch an unfaithful 1 
4 
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he baniſh'd him for Life from Conſtanbi- 
nopie, after having confiſcated part of his 
Effects. Oſman came originally from A. 
thens ; it was even ſaid, that he was de- 
ſcended from that famous Legiſlator So- 
lon, who has render'd himſelf famous to 
lateſt Poſterity, by the Laws he eſtabliſh'> 
in his Country: This O/man, I ſay, who 
had aſſum'd the Title of Prince, and who 
but a little before was at the higheſt Pitch 
of Glory and Honour, was obliged to re- 
move with his deplorable Family. It 
conſiſted only of the prudent Zelopa his 
Wife, and the amiable Felicia his Daugh- 
ter. Notwithſtanding the Sullan's Seve. 
verity, he had left the Vizier an infinite 
Treafure, ſince he was ſtill Maſter of 
theſe two incomparable Perſons. 


The Prudence and Underſtanding of 
Zelopa cauſed her to be admired ; but be- 
ſides theſe two Accompliſhments, the 
heauteous Felicia feem'd to be Miſtreſs of 
ſeveral others. Never did one and the 
ſame Perſon, poſſeſs at ibe ſame Time, ſuch 
a lively Wit; ſo much Greatneſs of Soul; 
ſuch an elevated Mind; ſo many Graces 
and ſo much Majeſty in her Port, and in 
her Eyes; and ſo many Charms, or ſo 
much Beauty, as was diffuſed all over the 
reſt of her Perſon : In a word, Felicia 
_ might 
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might wich Juſtice have paſs'd for Na- 
AY — Maſter- Piece, had not ſome ſlight 
De ſects caſt a Shade over the precious 
Endowments which ſhe had received 
from Heaven, This charming Maid was 
haughty, ambitious, and revengeful ; ſa 
true it is, that one muſt not ſeek in human 
Nature for that Perfection, which is only 


annexed to the ſuperior Being, 


Oſman had inſtill'd theſe Sentiments in- 
to Felicia; he breath'd out nothing but 
Revenge: He had forgot Mabomet's Cle- 
mency, and bent all his Thou 2 
arriving again at that Pitch andeur 
from whence his unjuſt Ambition had pre- 
cipitated him. The prudent Zelopa en- 
deavour'd in vain to ap him ; ſhe 
ſaw with Grief, that his violent Paſſions 
could not fail one Day of proving his De- 
ſtruction; and ſhe repreſented to him 
every Moment, that his Rebellion ought 
to have drawn down upon him a more 
rigorous Treatment, and that therefore, 
far from complainiag of the Sultan, he 
ought to requite his Goodneſs, by a ſin- 
cere Affection: But all her Reaſons, 
which were dictated by Juſtice, could 
not move a Man that was devour'd by 
two moſt fatal Paſſions, As for Felicia, 


the ſeemed to oppoſe O/man's Sentiments, 
B 5 but 


partly acquieſced with them. 


10 
but Zelopa perceiv'd 

Me 
At laſt theſe three illuſtrious Fugitives, 
who had determin'd to ſettle at Athens, 
arrived there after abundance of Trouble 
and Fatigue ; the Remains of their ſhat- 
ter d Fortune were ſtil] conſiderable e- 
nough to enable them to live with 
dor ; wherefore Oſman ſoon made himſelf 
diftinguiſh'd there. He had already been 
ſettled there ſome Months, when Chance, 
or rather the Force of his Deſtiny, 
brought Prince Fakaya thither ; the City 
of Athens ſeem'd to him ſo fine, that he 
refoly'd to make ſome Stay there. He 
had heard at his Arrival, of the Diſgrace 
of the Vizier Oſman ; whereupon he was 
immediately tempted to viſit him : he 
had no need to fear being diſcover'd by 
him ; beſides, the general Report of 7a- 
kaya's Death, ſome Years difference, and 
the Fatigue of his Travels, had ſo much 
alter'd his Features, that he ran no Dan- 
ey expoling himſelf to the Sight of the 

trier. 


t 


He addreſs'd himſelf then to him, un- 
der the Name of a young Turk of Adria- 
zople, whom the Deſire of travelling had 


made vilit the fineſt Provinces of Greece. 


O/man 


W „ 


Judg'd ve 
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was charm'd with the goog Mien. 
ame which 


Oſman 
of young Orcan, (that was the 

conceal'd Jataya from the Eyes of the 
whole World) and loaded him with Ca- 
reſſes. His Diſgrace, and the ardent 


Deſire he had to revenge himſelf, made 
him 1d an 5 Affability : 
he endeavour'd to form a Party which 
might be capable of joining with that 
which he had ſtill at Conſtantinople. The 
graceful A therefore of Orcan, 
made him earneſtly wiſh to engage him 
in his Intereſts ; for which Reaſon he o- 
mitted nothing which might flatter this 
young Prince. 


But he had no need of Artifice in order 
to ſucceed therein; the firſt Sight of the 
fair Felicia, had wrought ſuch a powerful 
Effect on y Orcan's Heart, that he 

ry rightly from the Eier 

he ſhould be ingaged for his whole 
Life in Oſman's Intereſt. Felicia herſelf 
had not been able to obſerve, without 
ſome Emotion, the Perturbation her Eyes 
had cauſed in that y Turk's Heart. 
It is ſo agreeable to a Woman to be 
thought handſome, that there are very 
few who are not ſenſibly pleas'd at ma- 
king a Conqueſt, eſpecially when 'tis over” 
B 6 a Per- 
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a Perſon, whoſe Merit is capable of pro- 
ducing the like Effect. 


Jataya was form'd after ſuch a Manner, 
as to be able eaſily to inſpire the ſame 
Sentiments as he felt himſelf; accor- 
dingly the young Felicia was ſenfible, at 
tht from of her Heart, of an unknown 
Diſorder, which ſhe at firſt imputed only 
to Admiration ; without reflefting that 
Love follows cloſe at the Heels of an a- 


greeable Surprize, 


As for O/man, he had too much Ex- 
er not to take Notice of Orcan's 

rouble; but, far from oppoſing the 
growing Paſſion, he thought it neceſſary 
to his Views; he knew Felicia too well to 
fear her engaging herfelf without his Con- 
ſent. Thus Orcan's Love was ſuffered by 
the Yizier, and could not diſpleaſe the 
young Felicia, but the Pride of that Prin- 
ceſs made her murmur within herſelf, at 
the Diſorder ſhe felt in her Soul. 


Altho* ſhe had been but a very little 
while at Athens, the Liberty the Grecian 
Ladies have of appearing in Public, had 
gain'd her an infinite Number of Adorers, 
who had already done Juſtice to her 
Charms. The Vizier had expreſsly —_ d 

: | er 
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her to reject none ; his ambitious Projects 
could not ſucceed but by the Number of 
his Creatures. 


Jataya had too much Wit not to take 
Notice of this artful Piece of Policy ; he 

h'd with Grief to ſee himſelf confound- 

amongſt the Crowd of Felicia's Lovers 
and trembled for fear the Favour thar 
was ſhown him, ſhould be the Effect of a 
Z Deſign that was carried on by Ambition 
> more than Love. He had already had 
the Boldneſs to declare part of his Senti- 
ments to her who had inſpired them ; 
they had been heard without Anger ; they 
even ſeem'd to have been received with a 
ſecret Pleaſure; but it was to be feared 
that this Condeſcenſion was rather dicta- 
ted by Oſman, than by Felicia's Heart: 
Accordingly the young Prince, not be- 
ing able to 115 any longer a Doubt 
ſo contrary to his Love, reſolved to come 
to an tion upon that Head; to 
this End he watch'd ſo carefully an Op- 
24 talking privately wich Felicia, 
that at he was ſo happy as to meet 


with one. 


He found her then one Morning in O, 
man's Palace- Gardens, and approachi 
her with Reſpect, I know, Madam, faid 


he, 
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he, that, being ſatisfy'd with the Favours 
wherewith you honour me, I ought to 
bound my Happineſs there ; but there are 
Paſſions whoſe Violence will not, without 
Difficulcy, admit of ſuch a calm Indiffe- 
rence ; that which I feel for you is of that 
Number, I adore you, Madam, and 1 
dare own it to you without Fear, not be- 
ing unworthy to wear ſuch glorious Chains; 
nevertheleſs what ought I to promiſe my- 
ſelf from my Bold You have recei- 
ved the Offer of my Heart without Anger; 


your beauteous Eyes have enſlaved me; 


Oſman perceives my Love without Indig- 
nation; Zelopa knows it without murmur- 
ing, and yet, notwithſtanding this Ap- 
| e of Happineſs, I cannot believe 
myſelf ſo, unleſs you will vouchſafe to 
confirm my Hopes. For, in ſhort, Ma- 

dam, purſued he, you have Adorers who 
are equally ſuffered ; is it out of Policy 


that the Vizier enjoins you to retain them? 


Am I comprehended in this Rank? And 
does your Heart conſent to confound me 
amongſt them? Speak, fair Felicia, tell 
me my Fate, be it what it will; be not 
afraid of diſcouraging my Love; a Heart 
like mine will always prefer a cruel In- 
difference to affected Favours, 


I ſee 


1 | „ a n Te 
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I ſee plainly, Orcan, anſwered Felicia, 
that I muſt reſolve ro diſcloſe myſelf ro 
you without Diſſimulation ; you deſerve 
the Preference over your Rivals : Your 
rſonal Merit, and, perhaps, other Rea- 
which your Self-Love will enable 
you eaſily to gueſs, force me to treat you 
with a Diſtinction whereof my Pride com- 
plains. Tis true the Vizier orders me to 
diſſemble ; his Ambition makes him keep 
fair with all; I will even confeſs to you 
that I correſpond with his Sentiments ; and 
that whatever Importunity I undergoeve 
Day, from the Crowd of Lovers which 
bel me, I ſuffer it in Hopes that they 
will aſſiſt us to arrive again at that Great- 
neſs which O/man's Imprudence has made 
him loſe. You ſeem'd proper to ſupport 
us in this Deſign; I muſt own to you, 
bluſhing, that I ſoon perceiv'd my Diſ- 
ſimulation would be but ill carried on; 
but, Orcan, do not you, for that Rea- 
ſon, derive from thence any Preſage 
favourable to your Paſſion : I was born a 
Princeſs, proud, and ambitious ; a Throne 
alone can gratify my Deſires ; and none 
but the Sultan can poſſeſs me. 


Ah! charming Felicia, ſaid the Prince, 


interrupting her haſtily, the Nobleneſs 
of 


26 The Adventures of 


of theſe Sentiments overjoys me; I ſee 
with Raptures that you are worthy of the 
Empire to which you aſpire ; never ſhake 
off ſuch a glorious Ambition; and de- 
nd upon it that Orcan will ſacrifice 
is Life to contribute to your Felicity. 
1 was going to continue his Diſ- 
courſe, and perhaps could not have help'd 
diſcovering himſelf entirely, if ſeveral 
Perſons arriving there at the ſame Time, 
had not interrupted their Converſation. 


The Prince return'd then overjoy'd 
that he had been able to conſtrain him- 
ſelf ; as for Felicia, ſhe was diſpleaſed at 
Orcan's Anſwer ; he had expreſs'd a great 
deal of Zeal for her Service, but too 
much Coldneſs for a ſincere Lover. Tis 
an Inclination natural enough to Ladies, 
they love to ſpeak all they think, and yet 
take it ill if one repays them with the 
ſame Freedom: 


In the mean while O/man, who had 
carried on ſecret Intrigues at Conſtantinople, 
heard with Deſpair, that Prince Mabomet, 
not having been able to contain himſelf 
within the Bounds of the Duty he had 
ſworn to the Sultan, had been diſcover'd 
to be at the Head of another Conſpiracy ; 
and that the Emperor, to rid himſelf of a 

£ Son 
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Son who was grown fuch a formidable E- 
nemy, had jult put him to Death. This 
= News, which was ſoon confirm'd from 
all parts, entirely caſt down the Courage 
of the YVizier, who ſaw himfelf depriv'd, 
dy his Death, of the only Hope that was 
leſt him. | 


1 The beauteous Felicia likewiſe was ſa 
ſenſibly afflicted thereat, that Jataqa might 
have ſuſpected her to have had a particular 
Affection for Mabomet, had he not with 
Reaſon aſcribed rhis extreme Grief, to 
XZ the Effet» ot the Ambition whereof ſhe 
pad made him Confidant: As for Zelopa, 
altho* ſhe affected ſome Sorrow to pleaſe 
the Vizier, twas eaſy to obſerve, that 
ſhe was ſecretly overjoy'd to ſce the 
Source of Oſman's Misfortunes dry*d up 
for ever. Jataya was not one of the laſt, 
who was inform'd of this important News 
whereupon his good Temper made him 
I ill F 12 0 one of his Brothers, 
but nevertheleſs he could not at the ſame 
Time help being pleaſed at the Bottom 
of his Heart, to ſee himſelf a Step nearer 
the Throne. Altho' there ſtill ſeem'd to 
remain unſurmountable Obſtacles there- 
unto, his ardent Affection for Felicia, 
made every Thing ſeem poſſible to him 
ſo true it is, that 2 triumphs, but nu 
Olten 
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often, over the moſt ſolid Virtue. This 1 
young Prince, who was born with all the 3 


Sentiments which ought to form a Hero, 
became on a ſudden the moſt frail of Men ; 


neither his Religion nor his Duty, could | 
counter-balance his Ambition, and his 


Paſſion. 


The young Felicia perceived, with a 


ſenſible Vexation, that, notwithſtandin 
all his Policy, there ſparkled in Orcan's 
Eycs a fort of Joy, which he could not 
maſter. How vue did this Diſcovery 
ſeem to her! She blultra is ſecret at ha- 
ving given up her Heart to a P-rſqn, 
who ſcem'd ſo little to deſerve it. The 
oung Prince eaſily judg'd of Felicia's 
ntiments, by the Care ſhe took to a- 
void him ; he was ſeveral Days without 
being able to meet her in private, the 
22 4 * that O/man 3 2 his 
Hopes, n to diſapprove of hi 
and that of his other Rivals, wy 


_ Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of Felicia's Pre- 
cautions, he was fortunate enough to 
have an Explanation with her, which at 
once occaſion'd both their Happineſs, and 
their Pain. One Day then Jataya, who 
never loſt Sight of her, obſerved that ſhe 
went down into the Gardens, "A 
oniy 


3-4 of «7, J wc 
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ſollow'd her thither, with that tender 


 FEagerneſs, which Love alone inſpires. 
Felicia, after ſome Turns, directed her 
Steps to a cloſe Arbor, where, letting 
Þ herſelf fall upon a Bed of Turf, ſhe or- 
daered her Confidante to fit down by her: 
Then, believing herſelf at Liberty, ſhe 


1 this Zakaya, who had follow'd her with- 
= out being perceiv'd, was willing to ſa» 
7 wy his Curioſity, before he ſhew'd him- 
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only by one of her Slaves, for whom 
extreme Value. Hereupon he 


gave free Vent to her Tears. Upon 


z to which End, having ſlipp'd be- 
hind the Arbor, the Thickneſs of whoſe 
Shade hid hin from thei: Sight, hc heard 
the Slave break Silence. 


In earneſt, Madam, faid ſhe, you 


3 ought to have Recourſe to the whole 


Strength of your Underſtanding, to diſ- 
pel that gloomy Melancholy that torments 
you. I own it is cutting to find one's 
ſelf deceiv'd in one's Expectations ; it is 
grievous to be born to Greatneſs, and 
ſee one's ſelf depriv'd thereof for ever; 
but theſe are Misfortunes that ought. to 
be expected: There is nothing ſtable in 
this Life ; and the Moments which ſeem 
to us the moſt happy, are often the moſt 


to be feared, Ah! my dear Fatima, in- 
terrupted 
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terrupted the lovely Felicia with a Sigh ; 
F am convinced wine than any one of 
this Truth, but all my Reaſon cannot get 
the better of my Weakneſs : How hap- 
py ſhould I be, purſued the, if Ambiti- 
on alone cauſed all my Troubles! But, 
alas! Love joins with it to make me un- 
_ fortunate. I have not concealed from 
thee the Love Orcan has expreſs'd to me 
I have even owned to thee, that my Heart 
has made but too ample Returns thereto ; 


4 
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I have told thee the Advice he gave me 


(generous indeed, but little like a Lover) 
when I diſcovered to him the Sentiments 
gf wy 'Heart ; and thine Eyes have been 

icneſles of the ſecret Tears which this 
Infenfibility has eoſt me: For, in ſhort, 
continued ſhe with Vehemence, ought 
not he to have diſapproved of what was 
directly contrary to his Love? But ſo far 
was the ungrateful Man from ſeeming 
moved therewith, that he dares diſcover 
to my Face a malicious Joy for the Death 
of Mabomet. No, no, Fatima, the perfi- 
dious Orcan never lov'd me. 


Tis too much, beauteous Felicia, inter- 
rupted her ſuddenly 7akaya, falling at her 
Feet; I abandon the unworthy Orcan to 
our Indignation, but deign to admit in 
is Stead a Prince who adores you; 1 
| N have 


4 have too long conceal'd from you the Se- 
cret which ſecures me from the Knowledge 
of the whole Earth; Love is an Enemy to 
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Foreſight, near the Object of our Deſires, 
Hear my Fate, continued he, and know 
that it is only for your Sake, that I will 
aſſume a Title which will render me ttu- 
ly worthy of the Happineſs of pleaſing 
you. | 


At cheſe Words Jataya made an exact 
Recital of his Adventures, and at laſt 
diſcovered himſelf to be a Prince ; of 
whoſe Soul, Love and Ambition had ta- 
ken abſolute Poſſeſſion. Exquiſite were 
the Tranſports of Felicia at this News; 
accordingly ſhe gave herſelf entirely up 


to the tender Emotions which ſhe felt: 


Go, Prince, ſaid ſhe, tenderly preſſing his 
Hand, depend always upon the Heart of 
Felicia; you have been a Witneſs of my 
Weakneſs for.the unjuſt Orcan, be ſo like- 
wiſe now of my Fidelity to a Prince, whoſe 
Heart is a thouſand Times more precious 
to me than the Throne which he vouch- 
ſafes to promiſe me. 


This Converſation, which was dictated 
by an ardent Love, would not have end- 
ed fo ſoon, if the Vizier, to whom De- 
Tpair gave no Reſt, had not arrived in 


that 
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that Place. His Surprize was exceſſive 7? 


at meeting Orcan there, and at the Feet 
of Felicia; whereupon looking upon his 
Daughter, with Eyes wherein Anger was 
viſibly painted. Is it thus; Princeſs, ſaid 
he, that you fulfil my Will, and your 
Duty? This young raſh Wretch, is he 
in this Poſture to thank you for your Fa- 
vours, or to take an eternal Leave? And 
thou, continued he, turning himſelf to- 
wards the Prince, art thou ignorant of 


the Reſpect that is due to me? And canſt 


thou imagine that, notwithſtanding the 
cruel Change of my Fortune, I will ſuf- 
fer any one to offend me with Impunity ? 


Far from endeavouring to diſpleaſe you, 
interrupted Jataya, riſing up, I appear 
here only as the Avenger of Oſman, and 
as a Prince who comes to offer a Throne 
to the Adorable Felicia, The Vizier, 
drawing back ſome Steps at theſe Words, 
"What Advantage canſt thou expect to 
teap from this Fable, ſaid he? Doſt thou 

hope thereby to avoid the juſt Effects 
of my Wrath? Whar Throne is it thou 
meaneſt? And what Prince's Name 
wouldſt thou aſſume? 


Your Doubt offends me not in the leaft, 
laid the pretended Orcan, in his Turn, in- 
| terrupting 
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Ve terrupting him z but when you are in- 
ſormid that my Name is Jataya, and that, 
Fin 1 der to eſcape the Perſecution of my 
Brothers, the Sultaneſs Lapare conceal- 
Jed me from their Rage, by a ſuppoſed 
Death; I dare hope that the Force of 
Truth will wr Arg 1 you approve both of 
| my Love and Sincerity. 


May I give Credit to this Diſcovery, 

cry'd 22 the ambirious Oman? Is it poſ- 
ſible that a Prince, whoſe Death I have 
ſo long deplored, can have left the Tomb, 
to enable me to die in his Service. Yes, 
my dear O/man, replied the Prince, you 
* ſee before you a Man ready to undertake 
every Thing, for Glory and for Love. At 
= theſe Wor 1 the YVizier, whether he was 
entirely convinced, or whether he preten- 
= ded ſo to be, that he might have a Co- 
lour to carry on the Impettore, proſtra- 
ted himſelf at the Prince's Feet, and took 
Za thouſand Oarhs of Fidelity to him: At 
lat, after the firſt Tranſports were over, 
it was concluded between them, to con- 
nk carefully the Prince's Birth, *till a 
= favourable Opportunity ſhould offer to 
form a Party, without giving the leaſt 
3 Sufpicion to Matomer. 


They 
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They took then what Meaſures the 
thought convenient, for the Succeſs of ſuch 
an important Deſign ; and the Prince re- 
ſolv'd to ſet out a few Days after for Sa- 
- oniki, in order to provide himſelf with all 
the Certificates which might help co make 
bim be acknowledged, by juſtifying his 
Birth; whilſt the Vier, for his Part, 
ſhould prepare to ſend away faithful E- 
miſſaries, to draw together « 6 Malecon- 
rents. 


Accordingly Jakaya ſet out from A. 
thens, on Pretence of finiſhing his Tra- 
vels, in order to go, with all Expedition, 


where the Sultaneſs Lapare was lamenting 7 


the Abſence of her Son. But, before he 
parted from Felicia, what did not theſe * 


tender Lovers ſay ! One muſt have lov'd Z 
to know what Love makes one ſay and 


Their Farewels 


feel on ſuch Occaſions. 


were tender, their Vows ſincere, and their 


Pains extream. In ſhort, they parted af- ; 

ter __ this melancholy Se- 
paration % 
Sighs; the Thoughts of meeting again 


y their Tears, and by their 


could not alleviate their Grief; there are 


certain Misfortunes which Hope itſelf # 
cannot aſſwage. 4 


Nevertheleſs, 


nate Sullaneſs, ifhed at this dreadful 
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Nevertheleſs, as both Ambition and 
Love were concerned in the Prince's 
Departure, he tore himſelf from Felicia, 
— poſted by great Journics to Salaniti. 
Ic is impoſſible to expreſs the Joy of the 
tender Lapare, at the Return of a Son 
who was ſo dear to her; but this Satiſ- 
fation ſoon gave way to the moſt mortal 
Diſpleaſure, when, ſome Days after his Ar- 
rival, Jataya inſorm'd her of his Deſign, 
and of the Reaſon of his returning to 


her. 


What, Prince | cry'd out the unſortu- 


Reſolution ! Do you forget that you are 
a Cbriſtian, and you can't pretend to 
the Turkiþ Empire, without renounci 
Chriſtianity? I am not ignorant of this 
cruel Neceſlity, interrupted Jakaya; I 
ſhould flatter myſelf in vain with the 
Hopes of being able to retain my Reli- 
gion upon the Ottoman Throne; but, Ma- 
dam, I find myſelf hurry'd away in ſpite 
of myſelf: I ought to reign; my Rank 


calls me to it; and the tendereſt of Paſ- 
3 ſions ſpurs me on; nothing can tear this 
3 Deſign from my Heart; and altho* Dut 

and Reaſon both ſeem to oppoſe it, I 


| muſt own, bluſhing, that their Advice 
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will be fruitleſs, and that a ſuperiour 
Power conſtrains me- no longer to hear- 
ken to any Thing, but Love and Ambi- 


Lion. 

What a Declaration was this to a vir- 
tuous and tender Mother! A Thunder- 
bolt is leſs dreadful to the Wretch whom 


it cruſhes. To ſee a beloved Son load 


himſelf with eternal Ignominy ; to find in 
a Prince, Sentiments contrary to Duty 
and Virtue; and, in ſhorr, to meet in 
this ſame Perſon, with a Heart barbarous 
nou to break his own Mother's: All 
theſe Thoughts overwhelm'd the wretch- 
ed Lapare, with ſo much Violence, that 
her Body not being able to bear up againſt 
the Perturbations of her Mind, ſhe fell 
dangerouſly fick, and was in a few Days 


paſt all Hopes. 


Jakaya was ſo ſenſible of the Condition 
to which he had reduced the Sultaneſs, 
that he was within a little of following her 
to the Grave. You are afflicted at my 
Death, ſaid Lapare to him faintly one 
Day, without reflecting that *tis you who 
have given me the mortal Wound; bur, 
my dear Son, I forgive it you, grant me, 
at leaſt, the Satisfaction to ſee you aban - 
don a Deſign, that makes me ſhudder 


both 


' hb 


7 or Ambition? Ah my Son ! continu'd the 
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both ſor Conſcience, and your Life. 
What will the whole Univerſe ſay, if you 

” perſiſt therein? What Shame will it be 
T for a Prince to have chang'd his Religion 
twice? Can the very People, over whom 
you endeavour to reign, love and eſteem 
2 Man, who is capable of making a Jeſt 
of the moſt holy Myſteries, thro' Levity 


” Sultaneſs, ſhedding a Flood of Tears, re- 


s - colle& 


yourſelf, and don't render your- 


ſelf criminal by an odious Act, which 


would draw upon you the Anger of Hea- 
ven, and the Scorn of Mankind. How 


1 ſhould I bleſs my Death, purſued ſhe, if 
it could draw you back from the horrid 
= Abyſs, wherein you are going to precipi- 
= tate yourſelf ! Open your Eyes, my Son, 


in cloſing mine, and pay to my Memory 
= that ſalutary Tribute, which my tender 
Affection requires of your Heart. 


During this Diſcourſe, which was the 
*laſt that Lapare could utter, the Prince 
was melting in Tears by his Mother's 
— Bed-ſide. He reproach'd himſelf with 
being the Cauſe of her Death; and he 
= ſaw, with a ſecret Abhorrence of him- 
ſelf, chat this Cauſe was entirely ſhame- 
ful! 7akaya then only thought of a dying 
Mother ; he promiſed every thing ; he 
C2 evcn 
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will be fruitleſs, and that a ſuperiour 
Power conſtrains me- no longer to hear- 


ken to any Thing, but Love and Ambi- 

What a Declaration was this to a vir- 
ruous and tender Mother! A Thunder- 
bolt is leſs dreadful to the Wretch whom 
it cruſhes. To ſee a beloved Son load 
himſelf with eternal Ignominy ; to find in 
a Prince, Sentiments contrary to Duty 
and Virtue; and, in ſhort, to meet in 
this ſame Perſon, with a Heart barbarous 
enough to break his own Mother's : All 
theſe Thoughts overwhelm'd the wretch- 
ed Lapare, with ſo much Violence, that 
her Body not being able to bear up againſt 
the Perturbations of her Mind, ſhe fell 
dangerouſly ſick, and was in a few Days 


paſt all Hopes. 


Jataya was ſo ſenſible of the Condition 
to which he had reduced the Sultaneſs, 
that he was within a little of following her 
to the Grave. You are afflicted at my 
Death, ſaid Lapare to him faintly one 
Day, without reflecting that *tis you who 
have given me the mortal Wound; bur, 
my dear Son, I forgive it you, grant me, 
at leaſt, the Satisfaction to ſee you aban - 
don a Deſign, that makes me ſhudder 


both 


. 
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both for your Conſcience, and your Life. 
What will the whole Univerſe ſay, if you 
fiſt therein? What Shame will it be 
be « Prince to have chang'd his Religion 
twice ? Can the very People, over whom 
you endeavour to reign, love and eſteem 
a Man, who is capable of making a Jeſt 
of the moſt holy Myſteries, thro* Levity 
or Ambition? Ah my Son] continu'd the 
Sultaneſs, ſhedding a Flood of Tears, re- 
collect yourſelf, and don't render your- 
ſelf criminal by an odious Act, which 
would draw upon you the Anger of Hea- 
ven, and the Scorn of Mankind. How 
ſhould I bleſs my Death, purſued ſhe, if 
it could draw you back from the horrid 
Abyſs, wherein you are going to precipi- 
. — f Opin your Eyes, my Son, 
in cloſing mine, and pay to my Memory 
that ſalutary Tribute, which my tender 
Affection requires of your Heart. 


During this Diſcourſe, which was the 
laſt that Lapare could utter, the Prince 
was melting in Tears by his Mother's 
Bed-ſide. He reproach'd himſelf with 
being the Cauſe of her Death; and he 
ſaw, with a ſecret Abhorrence of him- 
ſelf, that this Cauſe was entirely ſhame- 
ful! Zakaya then only thought of a dying 
Mother ; he promiſed every thing ; he 
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even ſwore to renounce for ever, all De- 

figns that were unworthy of his Education, 

and his Duty 3 and there is ſome Reaſon 
to imagine, that he ſincerely intended what 

he then promiſed. How moving were theſe 

Reflexions! How worthy were theſe Re- 

ſolutions of a Prince! But, alas 
how. exceflive, on the other Hand, was 
his Frailty ! 


Within a few Days after the Death of 
the Sultaneſs, he received an Expreſs from 

Oſman, which in an inſtant overthrew 
* all his noble Reſolutions : He open'd the 
Packet that was deliver'd to ww 2 an 
extreme Impatience, in hopes in 
therein a Letter from Felicia ; accord _ | 
ly he was not deceiv'd: That of Oſman 
was as follows. | | 


LETTER. 


JITVERY Thing ſeems to conſpire, 
| E Lord, to the Succeſs of our glorious Be. 
Jigs Selim is juſt dead; be alone might 
have proved an Obſtacle to our Purpoſe, 
inte, according 10 the Courſe of Nature, be 
muſt bave poſſeſſed the Throne before you, 
which is your lawful Right after bis Death. 
Make baſte then, my Lord, to repair hither ; 
T bave already diſpoſed our Friends to receive 


1. | | 3 
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vw, and to ſacrifice their Lives for 

Intereſt wait now only for their Chief. 
who 13 to be their lawful Emperor afler t 
1 "Tis onl of mainiain 
future Right that we take up Arms; 
ther for my Por tet not your nice Honour 
our Deſigns as criminal. 
b Are Rebel 1 which will ſet yon at our 
Head ; the Thought alone of making your ſelf 
acknowledged as Heir to the Empire; es- 
you to aſſert your Dignity. Come then, 22 
Lord, amongft your fahtbfal Subjetts, tubo 
achrowlede 4 as * true > 
I ſhould be jealous of bgving any of them ibe 
ey to 2 fo : Itbelongs 10 my Zeal, to 
Adi, * to my Reſpet?, to have the 
nour to proclaim you Sultan; 1 deſerve. 
it by the ardent << at which I ſhall bave all 
my Life, to place you upon the Throne, and 

to maintain you 1 went Gaſp. 
OMAN, 


The — of this Letter wrought up- 
on the Prince's Mind, all the Effect that 
could be expected from Ambition alone; 
but that of Felicia quite determined him :- 


It was to this purpoſe. 
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1 ui poſſible, my dear Prince, that with 
% nuch Love as you have expreſs'd io me, 
you have ſo little Impatience 10 be again with 
what you love? Muſt I be oblig'd to call you 
back I it neceſſary that you ſhould be in- 
ferm'd of the Death of your Brother. In 
ſhort, is it requiſite that the Charms of a 
rone ſbould haſten your Return? Ab! 
rince, you know not what it is to love; 
Felicia's Heart is more tender: Your Ab. 
2. but . * 9 Tears, 

| your. 2 makes deſperate ; 
what would not 1 give to make you think the 


_ Jane. . 


FzZLICIA. 


Can one defend one's ſelf long againſt 
ſuch dangerous Shafts! Accordingly the 
Prince forgot in a Moment, both his Glo- 
ry. and Repentance, and gave himſelf up 
more than ever to the gyrannical Paſſions, 
whoſe Violence Reaſon had only ſuſpend- 
ed. He provided himſelf then eagerly, with 
all that could conduce to his being acknow- 
ledged, and at laſt ſet out on his Way to 


. Athens. How long did this Journey ſeem 
to him! Altho' he poſted thither with all 
Expedition, (Impatience is one of the 
tendereſt 
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tendereſt Marks of Love.) Jakava com- 
ined of his own Slowneſs ; he accuſed 
imſelf of Negligence, and thought the 
Days Journies of an intolerable Length: 
In ſhort, he was ſuch as they deſcribe real 
Lovers to be, when abſent from the Ob- 
jet of their Loves. Felicia took up all 
his Thoughts; and if the Remembrance 
of a Throne came ſometimes to flatter 
him in his Turn, it was only in order to 
ſhare it with her whom he adored. 


How little did this Prince deſerve the 
Reproaches that were in Felicia's Letter ! 
Never was Man more amorous; and al- 
tho* his Conſcience gave him ſome ſecret 
Remorſe, for the Levity wherewith he vio- 
lated his Duty and his Vows, it could 
not counterbalance the Pleaſure which he 

romiſed himſelf in again ſeeing Felicia. 
At laſt this Prince arriv'd at Athens, and 
few to the Palace of O/man; but how 
great was his Surprize, and his Deſpair, 
when the Vier himſelf told him, that, by 
the Sullan's Order, Felicia had been carty'd 
off, conducted to the Seraglio at Conflan- 
linople. 


Mabomet's Emiſſaries had ſpoken to 
him ſo advantageouſly of the Beauty of 
this incomparable / ma that he had 
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at kft ordered them to fetch her, ei- 
ther by Force, or otherwife, from the 
Arms of O/man and __ The Vier 
was ſo much exaſperated with Fury, at 
fuch a ſenſible Aﬀront, that he would 
undoubtedly have been tempted to an 
Rebellion, altho'“ it had been in 
vain ; if he had not depended u the 
Return of Jataya, who, in all probability. 
would partake both of his Rage and his 
Vengeance. 


* 
He was not all miſtaken, never De- 
pair equall'd that of this young Prince, 
at the Relation of a Violence whereof his 
Love made him ſo ſenſible : He ſwore he 
would expoſe his Life a thouſand Times, 
to deliver Felicia from ſuch an odious Ty- 
zanny. In ſnort, he expreſs'd his Anger 
in ſuch lively Tranſports, that Oſman him- 
felf was obliged to endeavour to appeaſe 
him. *Tis certain, that the i UOUS 
Sallies of Love almoſt always exceed the 
Emotions which Nature excites in us. 


Nevertheleſs, as it was more neceſſary to 
have Recourſe to Remedies, than to amuſe 
themſelves with fruitleſs Complaints, the 
Prince and the Vier ſet out the very next 
Morning from Athens, after having fur- 

niſh'd themſclves with all the Jewels which 
4 | | Jataya 
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Zakaya had he from Saloniks ; whilſt 
the mournful ſnut herſelf up in an 
auſtere Retirement, where ſome Time af- 
terwards ſhe ended her Days. 


Oſman, who had a vaſt and 
Capacity, and yet much more — 
ſo well pr Ng Things, during 
> al Prince's A 
were not before they ſound 
ae at the of a conliderable 
akaya made himſelf known to- 
a ral Applauſe ; where- 

upon the Re took an Oath of Fide- 
lity to him, with all the Ceremonies in 
Uſe amongſt the Turi, and declared him 
lawful Succeſſor to his Highneſi. 


This News was not long before it. 
reach'd the Porte, at which Mabomet was. 
aſtoniſh'd ; but as he was a Prince ſaffi- 
ciently intrepid, altho' abſorb'd in all forts 
of Voluptuouſneſs, he gave orders for 
levying what T were any on- 
all Sides. He look'd upon Jataya as an 
Impoſtor, being fully uae Lox of the 
3 of that Prince; for which Reaſon. 


he ſpared no Pains to deſtroy. him. 


During theſe Preparations for War; 
the unfortunate _—_ who was a Slave. 
5 in 


- - neſs of her Behaviour; he 


* - 
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in the Seraglio, receiv'd the Sultan's De- 
clarations of his Affection, with a Haugh- 
tineſs to which his Highne/s had never been 
accuſtom d. In vain he Recourſe. 
both to his Tenderneſs, and his Power ; 
neither the one nor the other could move 
the Heart of a Perſon who was rather 
born to command than to. obey. Know, 
ſaid ſhe to him ſomerimes, that thy Power 
cannot extend over my Will; and chat 
being Sovereign of myſelf, my Death 
ſhall prevent my acknowledging any o- 
ther Authority, than my Reaſon and my 


" Mabomet was ſurp 


riz'd at the Haughti- 
'd however 
that his Submiſſion and his Love, might: 
at laſt ſurmount her Obſtinacy. In the 
2 while, the Number of Prince 7a- 
aya's Troops increaſed every Day; the 
Care of Oſman form'd the — 4 Diſei- 
plme, that was obſerv'd in the new Sul 
tan's Army, inſomuch that it was ſoon 
able to keep the Field; whilſt that of 
Mabomet, commanded by the Grand Vi- 
zier Azem, advanc'd by long Marches a- 


gainſt the Rebels. 


Jataya had diſperſed a great Number 
of Manifeſto's, whereby he repreſented 
17 e 
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35 
the lawful Right he had to the _ 
Throne, after Mabomet's Death, as being 
the eldeſt of his Sons : He proteſted that 
he had taken up Arms only in order to 

et himſelf acknowledg'd as Gaby Heir to 
e Empire; that he knew the Reſpect 
which be ow'd to Sultan Mabomet ; be 
that provided Juſtice was done him, as to 
his future Right, to the Exclufion of his 
Brother's, he was ready to lay down his 
Arms, and ſhow himſelf one of his High- 
neſi's moſt faithful Subjects. | 


Theſe Proteſtations ſeem'd ſo natural, 
that they contribured not a little towards 
rendering his Army very numerous ; here- 
upon the Grand Vizier Azem, who was ap- 
prehenſive of the Conſequences, march'd 
with incredible Expedition, and was in a 
ſmall Time in preſence of the Enemy. 


The Skirmiſhes were bloody on both 
Sides, but notwithſtanding the Valour of 
Jataya, and the good Conduct of Oſman, 
they were almoſt all to the Diſadvantage 
of the Rebels. The new Sultan endea- 
voured to come to a deciſive Battle; but 
the prudent Azem, who ſaw himſelf Ma- 
ſter of the Country, reſolved to harraſs 
the Enemy's Army, without hazarding 


his own; wherefore he poſted himſelf ſo 
C 6 advan- 
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advantageouſly, that it was impoſſible to 
Hrce him in 


Theſe Delays made Jataya deſperate ;. 
inſomuch that his Love growing at laſt 
too. ſtr ol - 3 * reſolved. 
to go in Diſguiſe to. Conſtantinople, The 

23 of Felicia being expoſed, ei- 
ther to the Fury or the Paſſion of the 
Sultan, tormented him to ſuch a Degree, 
that Lave and Jealouſy made him guilty 
of a Step, which was partly the Cauſe of, 
his Ruin. 


The War which he had undertaken. 

ſeem'd to him of too long Continuance 
for his amorous Impatience; he had to 
do with an experienc'd Captain, and war- 
like Troops; beſides the Succeſs was. 
doubtful ; he ſaw very well that he could. 
not force Azem to a Battle, during the 
whole Campaign; Oſman himſelf. had a- 
greed thereto with Sorrow: In ſhort, be- 
ing overcome by Reaſons which Love 
made him think ſufficient, he quitted the 
Camp, without givin 
ane, and left only a r for Oſman, 
which cantain'd to this Effect. 


LETTER 


Notice to any, 
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LETTER. 


Sultan Jataya to the Vizier Oſman. 


122 no Doubs, be aſtoniſb d, my 
dear Oſman, on bearing of my Depar-- 
ture; I am. myſelf at my Weakneſs ; but for- 
give it to my Age and to my Love; both the 
one and the other me away to Fe- 
licia: I go 10 die, ar to deliver ber; nothing 
can deter me from- /o glorious a Deſign: I g 
even lo tbe Means to bring over to. my 
Party ſome Perſons of Note, who may ai 
us to ſu Truth and Virtue. In the mean 
while I leave you all my Authority ; com- 
mand as Sovereign in my Abſence, I Hall 
not be before JI reſtore to you the income 
parable Felicia, or you will bfe for ever 
your Friend, 


The Sultan Jakaya. 


This Letter, and the Prince's Depar- 
ture, made Oſman tremble; he eafily 
comprehended that it ruined his Hopes: 
moſt of the Rebels would in all probabi- 
ly return to their Duty, when they ſaw- 
themſelves abandoned by the only Perſon 
who had made them criminal : Beſides, 
it might be imagined that Jata)a was but 

an. 
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an Impoſtor ; ſince the Yizier's Army in- 
timidated him to that Degree, as to make 
him diſappear at a Time when his Pre- 
ſence was ſo neceſlary. 


In Effect, the Fears of Oſman appear'd 
to be but too well ed; as ſoon as the 
Departure of Fakaya was known, a Mur- 
mur was heard throughout the Camp, 
| which was no good Omen to the Am- 
bitious Vizier. In vain did he invent Pre- 
tences for the Prince's Abſence, nothing 
could excuſe his making ſo rous a 
Falſe-Step. But it was much worſe when 
the News of Mabome!'s Death reached 
the Camp; they were informed at the 
ſame Time of the Proclamation of Sultan 
Achmet, a Prince ſixteen Years old, of 


Whom there was great Hopes. 


This News would doubtleſs have rejoi- 
ced the Vizier Oſman, had he had the Sultan 
Jakaya in his Power; ſince it brought 
him lawfully to the Throne, and ren- 
der'd his Inſurrection neceſſary. But not 
knowing where to find him at ſuch a 
nice Juncture, he eaſily knew that, far 
from reaping any Advantange from 
thence, which he ought to have hoped, 
he was upon the Point of being irrecove- 
rably ruin'd. 

i 1 In 
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In Effect, great Part of his Army diſ- 
banded in Hopes of a general Pardon 
from the new Sultan. The ier ſaw, 
with Deſpair, both his Forces and his 
Credit decreaſe; and he rightly judg'd 
that the Evil would grow worſe every 
Day: This Thought made him reſfolye 
to venture a Battle; which was bloody 
and doubtful; but at laſt O/man's Army 
was entirely defeated, and he himſelf 


did not eſcape without great Difficulty. 


In the mean while Jataya was arrived 
at Conſtantinople, where he had already 
ſought all Means of introducing himſelf 
into the Gardens of the Swagio; and, 
as he was as witty as enterprizing, he be- 
gan to flatter himſelf chat he ſhould ſuc- 
ceed, when Mabomea''s Death overthrew 
all his Projects. The Advancement of 
Achmet was a mortal Stroke to him ; he 
rightly conjeftur'd what Effect this News 
would have upon his Army ; he nted 
of his raſh Undertaking ; and foreſaw the 
fatal Conſequences ; but it was no longer 
Time to give himſelf up to fruitleſs Re- 
flexions: Pie was more than once tempted 
to have return'd to O/man ; but he was afraid 
of arriving there too late, or rather his 


Love detain'd him: He was deſirous of 
knowing 
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knowing which would be the new Favou - 
ritez he enquired diligently, and trem- 
bled for Fear of hearing the Name of 
Felicia; at laſt, after ſome Days, he was 


put out of Suſpence. 


The Sultana Valide had a Slave nam'd 
Keira- Raden, of a complaiſant inſinuating 
Wit, and a pretty lar Beauty. This 
Maid, protected by the Sultaneſ5, was in- 
troduced to Achmet; and found the Means 
in a few Days to inſinuate herſelf fo fas 
into his good Graces, that ſhe became 
the Favourite of the Seraglio. 

This News overjoy'd the young Prince; 
but his Tranſports were ſoon changed in- 
to a cruel Sorow, when the News of O. 
man's Defeat reach'd Conſtantinople. With 
what Deſpair was not Jataya overwhelm- 
ed! What a Thunder-Stroke was this to- 
a Prince devoured by Love and Ambition ! 
He reproached himſelf, and with Reaſon, 
with his own Misfortunes; He accus'd 
himſelf of O/man's Ruin; in ſhort, he tor- 
tur'd himſelf to ſuch an Exceſs, that he 
fell dangerouſly ill ; and was in a few Days 
at the Point of Death. | 


During his Sickneſs, which was very 
_ tedious, . 
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have recovered, had it not been ſor his 
extream Youth, and the Strength of his 
Conſtitution, there happened very conſi - 
derable Alrerations at the Porte. The 
Grand Vizier Azcm, after Oſman's Defear, 
and the Rebels being entirely diſperſed, 
having nothing more to do for the Sultan's 
Service, ſet out on his March back to Con- 
Fantinople, which he reach'd in a ſmall 


Time. 


On his Arrival there, he was ſurpriz'd, 
to the laſt Degree, at the Reception given 
him by his Highneſs; he expected the 
Praiſes which he had juſtly merited, and 
met with nothing but Contempt. Keira- 
Kaden had made herſelf ſo much Miſtreſs 
of young Arbmet's Fancy and Will, that 
ſhe had prevailed on him to promiſe her 
the Office of Grand Vizier for one of the 
Sultana Valide's Creatures. 


Neither had this im t Poſt alone 
been granted her, but the had likewiſe diſ- 
poſed of every other Place, with ſuch Au- 
thority, that all the Officers of the Army 
began to murmur at the Grand Signior's 
Blindneſs. 


Hereupon the Vier Azem finding ſuch 


2 Extraordinary Change in the 9 
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and well knowing that it would not be 
long before the Seal of the Empire would 
be demanded back, put himſelf at the 
Head of the Malecontents, who mutiny'd 
at laſt to ſuch a Degree, that the Sultan 
was within an Ace of being dethroned. 
In ſhort, he was very happy in appealing 
this dangerous Sedition, abandoning 
Keira-Kaden to the Fury of the Soldiers, 
who tore her in Pieces. 


By this meane Achmet diverted the im- 
pending Storm, that ſcemed to threaten 
oy own Head; and Azem was kept in 
his Poſt: But as the Sul/an knew that the 
Grand Vizier had been the Chief of the 
Mutineers ; he concealed in his Breaſt 
a lively Reſentment againſt this Miniſter, 
which he fully refolv'd to diſcover on the 


firſt Occaſion. | 


Axem was too ſharp- ſighted not to be 
ſenfible of Achbmet's Hatred; according- 
ly he endeavoured to prevent it, by form- 
ing himſelf a Party capable to reſiſt it. 
Things were in this Poſture when Fakaya 


his Bed. 


He was ſoon inform'd of all the Revo- 
lutions that had happened during pk 
3 


began to recover Strength, and to leave 
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neſs; and thought he ought to take Ad. 
vantage of ſuch a favourable Juncture : 
Wherefore, without loling Time, he 
went to the Grand tier, and intruſted 
him with the Secret of his Birth. He 
then aſk'd him his Protection, with fo 
much Grace and Wit, that Azem thought 


he could find no better Way to be re- 


veng'd of Achmet, than by ſetting up 
Jakaya againſt him. 


He promis'd him therefore his Aſſiſtance 


with Joy, and began from that very Day 
to ſerve him, with all the Vigour of a 
Man who endeavours to ſecure himſelf 


from an evident Danger. The firſt Per- 


ſon he thought proper to make ſure of, 
was Cherſeg Ogli the Great Gardener ; he 
brought him acquainted with Zataya, and 
uſed his utmoſt Efforts to induce him to 
enter into the Conſpiracy, which he was 
plotting. Cberſeg Ogli, ro whom Life had 
been long a Burden, altho' in the flower 
of his Age, embrac'd eagerly this Op- 
portunity of ſerving the Prince, without 
troubling himſelf about the fatal Conſe- 
quences that might attend ſuch a bold At- 
tempt. 


In the mean while Jataya had partly 
re aſſumed his Hopes, without having loſt 


any 


| 
| 


* 
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any of his Love; wherefore he reſolv d to 
make the Grear Gardener his Confidanr. 
Accordingly he difcover'd to him his 
Paſſion for Felicia, in Terms ſo tender 
and ſo ardent, that Cherſeg Ogli, who 
knew but too well, by 1 what 
Torments Love is capable of cauſing, 
was moved with the Deſcription, Never- 
theleſs he did not fail to repreſent to the 
Prince, the Difficulty and Danger to 
which he was going to expoſe himſelf, if 
he perſiſted in his Reſolution to get into 
the Seraglio: But nothing ſeems difficult 
to a Man truly in Love. 


Accordingly Jataya was not in the 
Jeaſt moved at the Proſpect of Dangers, 
whereof they gave him a faithful Account; 
on the contrary, it ſeem'd to him that 
all the Obſtacles which he ſhould have to 
furmount, would be fo many new Sacri- 
fices to his Love, and to his dear Felicia. 
He preſs'd the Great Gardener therefore 
with ſo much Earneſtneſs to ſatisfy him, 
that at laſt Cherſeg Oghi promis'd to intro- 
duce him into the of the Sera- 


glo. 


This Promiſe gave the young Prince 
fuch Tranſports of Joy, as tender Souls 
alone are capable of feeling. He waited the 

appointed 
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appointed Hour, with all the Impatience 
imaginable. In the mean while the Grand 
Vizier labour'd for Jakaya, with all poſ- 
ſible Ardour; he even to flatter 
himſelf, that he ſhould ſucceed ; he had 
juſt heard of the Revolt of Peri Baſſa, 
who had taken up Arms in Aſia, at the 
Inſtigation of O/man, who had fled to him 
for Refuge, after the Loſs of the Battle. 


This News ſeem'd to be a fortunate 
Preſage of the Succeſs of his Deſigns ; 
wherefore he inform'd Jaaa thereof ; 
who not only was overjoy'd at this im- 
portant Diverſion, but alſo to hear an 
Account of his dear O/man. He had 
fear'd, and not without Reafon, the Com- 

laints of Felicia; indeed he ought to 

ve fear'd them, ſince he was the Cauſe 
of that Vizier's Ruin; it was his Imprudence 
that had deliver'd up Oſman to his Miſ- 
fortunes 3 but, in ſhort, hearing that he 
was eſcap'd, it was no more than a 
Diſaſler which Ambition made common 
to them both: Accordingly the amorous 
Prince feit his Impatience redouble, to 
acquaint Felicia with a Thing wherein 
ſhe was ſo nearly concern'd. 


At laſt this long wiſh'd for Moment 
came, and Cberſeg gli introduced him un- 
der 
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der the plain Habit of a Journeyman 
Gardener, after which, not being able to 
do him any farther Service, he left him 
to go and attend the Buſineſs belonging 
ro Fis Poſt. Jataya advanc'd then bold- 
ly towards a large Parierre, that was o- 
ver againſt the Windows of the Sultana's, 
and there making as if he work'd at the 
Borders of Flowers, he fix'd his Eyes at- 
tentively on that Side where all he lov'd 


was confin'd. 


With how many cruel Reflexions was 
he agitated ! What a terrible Thought 
muſt it be to a young, amorous, and jea- 
lous Prince! To know the Object of his 
Defires expoſed to the Ardours of a Mo- 
narch, whoſe Will is a ſovereign Law | 
All theſe afflicting Ideas crowded into his 
Imagination, when he ſaw a Woman in a 
Veil advance haſtily towards him. Ar 
firſt ſhe hardly ſeem'd as if ſhe obſerv'd 
him z but ſtopping a Moment, when ſhe 
thought ſhe might be heard by the Prince, 
young Man, faid ſhe to him, if thou haſt 
Courage and Wit, thou may'ſt expect 
every Thing from the Gratitude of one 
of the handſomeſt Sultana's in the Sera- 
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And what can I do to prove to her 
both the one and the other, ſaid Jataya, 
briſkly interrupting her? Read the Paper 
that I drop, anſwered the veil'd Woman, 
and follow exactly what is contain'd there- 
in. Having faid theſe Words, the Wo- 
man haſten'd away, after having let fall 
a Note, which the Prince took up with- 
out Affectation, for fear of being obſer- 
ved; which done, wy impatient to 
know what was requir'd of him, and re- 
ferring every Thing to his Love, he was 
upon the Point of leaving the Place, and 
going to find Cberſeg Ogli, when the Grand 

ianior himſelf appear'd at the Head of 


all the Sultana's. 


Notwithſtanding Jataya's Courage, he 
could not help ſhuddering at this Sight; 
his retiring would have ſeem'd ſuſpicious ; 
wherefore taking his Spade up again, he 
ſet afreſh about his Work, without lift- 
ing up his Eyes towards the Sultan, who 
advanced towards him, attended by his 
whole Court. 


During this Interval, 7akaya readily 
conſider'd what he ſhould do, if the Su- 
tan ſhould addreſs himſclf to him: He re- 


ſolv'd to counterfeit the Idiot, that on 
pretence 
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pretence of this Infirmity, he might of- 
ten appear in the ſame Place, without 
giving any Umbrage to his Highneſs. 


He had hardly ſorm'd this Deſign, be- 
fore he was oblig'd to make Uſe of its 
for Acbmet approaching, and knitting his 
Brows ; who gave you the Boldneſs, ſaid 
he, to approach ſo near the Seragho ? Has 
not Cherſeg Ogli inform'd you, that it be- 
longs only to him to come into this Place? 
At theſe Words Jataya, lifting up his 
Head, look'd upon the Sultan, and 
laugh'd ; after which, without paying him 
any Reſpect, he ſet about his Work a- 
gain, and made him no anſwer. 


At this Action the young Sultan fell 
a laughing, and turning to the Sultana's 
who accompany*'d him; this y Man, 
ſaid he, will never reconcile — of 
Mabomet, and the Sect of Hali. This 
Jeſt was follow'd with a general Appro- 
bation; ſo true it is that the leaſt Word 
of a great Man, is always thought extra- 


ordinary, if there be never ſo little Wit 
therein. | 


In the mean while Jakaya made as if 
he heard nothing, and was all the Time 
ſo attentive about his Work, that his ex- 

treme 
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extreme Application to it, redoubled the 
Shouts of the Sultana's. Achmet himſelf, 
whoſe Temper was wholly turn'd to Mirth, 
was juſt going to perplex the Prince by 
freſh Queſtions, when the Great Gardener, 
having perceived the Sultan in Talk with 
Fakaya, made the utmoſt Haſte thither, 
in order to break off ſuch a terrible Con- 
verſation. He trembled for fear the youn 
Prince, by his Anſwers, ſhould have fil- 
led Achmet with any Suſpicions ; but he 
was agreeably undeceiv'd, when the Sul- 
tan accoſting him; Cher/eg, ſaid he, the 
Simplicity of this Fellow is very great; 
have you employ'd him any Time? Here- 
upon the Great Gardener, who had him- 
ſelf abundance of Wit, eaſily apprehend- 
ed what Part Jataya had ited ; where- 
fore he readily anſwered; that he had 
employ'd him about eight Months in the 
Seraglio-Gardens, and that ſince he had 
had the Honour to ſerve their Highnsſſes, 
in the Poſt he then enjoy'd, he had ne- 
ver met with a more laborious Journey- 
man; that indeed it was pretty difficult 
to make him apprehend any Thing, but 
that as ſoon as he once underſtood it, 
he executed it with ſurprizing Acti- 
vity and Diligence. 
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30 
After this changing the Subject artful. 
1y, he propoſed to the Sultan, to ſhew 
him a new Machine that was juſt finiſh'd, 
and that diſtributed Water to the fartheſt 
Parts of the Gardens. Achmet accepted 
the Offer, and went with Cberſe Ogli, with- 
out taking any farther Notice of Fakes 
upon which all the Sultana”s follow'd, 
without making any longer ſtay there : 
Thus was the young Prince diſengag'd 
from a very troubleſome, and perplex- 
ing Conference. 


As ſoon as he had loft Sight of the 
Sultan, he return'd with ſpeed to the 
Great Gardener's Houſe, where he no 
ſooner arriv'd, than without making too 
long a Reflexion upon the Danger he had 
_ Juſt eſcaped, he opened the Note that was | 

deft him, and read as follows, 


To the firſt Generous Unknown. 


nate Maid, who bas long groaned un- 

der an odious T,ranny ; if thou will contri- 
Jule to the breaking ber Chains, thou may*i1 de- 
fend upon the greateſt Proof of her Gralitud: : 
confult thy Heart, thy Mit, and thy Courage ; 


If they incite thee lo anſwer ber Exfeftation, 
nel Wwilh- 


＋ HERE is in the Setaglio an unfortu- 
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golwithflanding the Horrors of the Danger 
that may attend thy noble Enterprize, be at 
two in hb — at the Cabinet of Statues, 
I, on the contrary, thou irembieſt at the 
Proſpett of the fatal Conſequences of a rafb 
Altempt, the Death, tu bicb 5 be will giue ber- 
ſelf, ſhall deliver ber from the — 2 


6. 


The reading of this Note, cauſed an 
extraordinary ED in Jataya's Heart 's 
he believ'd it was from Felicia: Love 
ſwaded him that ſhe only eſteemed herſelf 
miſerable, as ſhe was parted from hit. 
In ſhort, a thouſand flattering Chimæra's, 
the Product of his youthful Fancy, inſi- 
nuated themſelves into his Soul, and 
touch'd him in the moſt ſenſible Part. 


He was ſtill buſy'd in theſe Thoughts, 
when Cberſeg Ogtt — he could not 
help murmuring a little at the Prince's 
Imprudence, in advancing ſo near the Se- 
raglio; but, Jakaya ſtopping him ſho t: 
Ceaſe, my dear Friend, ſaid he, to ac- 
cuſe me; Fortune ſeems to have condu- 
cted me to the Place for which you re- 
_ me, in order to contribute to my 

appineſs. Read, purſued he, giving 
him the Paper which he had in his Hand, 


and fee if I am not happy, that Chance 
D 2 affords 


Aighing, what barbarous Pleaſure canſt 
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affords me the Means to deliver Felicia, 
or to periſh in her Sight. 


And who has told you, ſaid the Great 
Gardener coldly, returning him his Note, 
that this Sultaneſs is Felicia? There art ſo 
many others that groan under a cruel Cap- 
tivity, that without a full Conviction, one 
cannot diſcover her, who dares thus ex- 
Pole herſelf, upon the Faith of an Un- 

wn. 


Cruel Friend! cry'd out the Prince 


thou take in tearing from me a Thought, 
wherein conſiſted all my Happineſs? Bur, 


mo matter, purſued he, I will go to the 


Place appointed, whatever Misfortunes 
may be . me there; I ſhall at leaſt have 
the poor Conſolation to imagine, that 'trs 
for Felicia I expoſe myſelf. Beſides, if it 
ſhould be another Sultaneſi, and not ſhe 


whom I adore, I will prevail on her to 


Tender my Princefs the Companion of her 
Flight, which ſhe will not dare refuſe, 
ſince it will be only on that Condition, 
that I will procure her her Liberty: In 
ſhort, my dear Friend, nothing can diſ- 


ſuade me from chis glorious Deſign. 


In 


| 
| 


ET A GOT Ss = 


Prince I AK AT A. 3 


In vain did Cherſeg Og/i repreſent to 
the Prince, how dangerous this Enterpriza 
muſt be; in vain he endeavoured to intimi- 
date him ; Love knows no other Fear, than 
that of not being able to ſatisfy it's Deſires. 
Accordingly the young Prince, being 
hurried away by a tyrannical Paſſion, 
lighted the prudent Advice of the Great 
Gardener, and reſolv'd to be the next 
Morning at the Cabinet of Statues. Cher- 
ſeg Ogli had gone too far, to be able to 
draw back ; wherefore he conſented, al- 
though with ſome Pain, to 7akayg's. De- 


_ fires. 


In the mean while the Grand Vizier 
Azem, from whom they had conceal'd the 
Prince's raſh Deſign, continu'd to labour 
underhand for his Intereſt. He had had 
ſecrer Conferences with. ſeveral great 
Lords of the Porte, which had determin'd 
them to declare in Favour of the new 
Sultan. They even met at the Grand Vizier 
Azem's, where they took an Oath of Fi- 
delity to the young Prince; who receiv'd. 
them with that affable and charming Air, 
which gain'd him every Heart. 


It was at laſt agreed in this Conference, 
that the young Sultan ſhould be aſſaſſina- 
D 3 ted 
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ted the firſt Time he went a Hunting, 
which was generally once a Week ; and 
that after this was effected, the Grand Li- 
zier ſhould preſent the new Sullan to the 
Fanizaries, who being ſupported by their 
Aa, whom they had taken Care to gain, 
would not fail to acknowledge hjm. Azem 
engaged ſolemnly to furniſh, out of his 
own Treaſure, the Pay and the Donative 
which the new Emperors muſt diſtribute 
amongſt the Soldiers. In ſhort, all was 
concluded, and all ſeem'd fo ſeaſible, that 
there was room to hope for a proſperous 
Event; but the Decrces of Providence 
ſeldom agree with human Deſigns. Ac- 
cordingly Achmet was preſerv'd from this 
Danger, and made the Evils which they 
intended for him, revert upon his Ene- 


mies. 


* As for Jataya, although Appearances 
feem'd to flatter him, with the Promiſe 
of un haghy Iſſue, a ſecret Foreboding 
withſtood his Hopes. Cberſeg Ogli, who 
Had been preſent at the Agreement juſt 
concluded at the Grand Vizier's, would 
have made Uſe thereof, to deter the 
Prince from meeting at the Place ap- 
pointed. My Lord, ſaid he, after they 
were both retir'd to his Houſe to paſs the 


Night there z permit me to repreſent to 
. you, 
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you, that it will be an inconſiderate 
Raſhneſs in you to perſiſt in the Deſign 
which you have form'd. You are going 
to be Maſter of the Empire, and conle- 
quently the Seragilo will be in your Power; 
it will be eaſy = you to make the happ 
Felicia your Empreſs there ; why woul 
you expoſe yourſelf to be not only diſ- 
covered and deftroy'd, but alſo to make 
an Enterprize miſcarry, wherein all your 
Friends who are concern'd wün you, will 
undoubtedly periſh under the Suilan's uit 
Indignation, 


Ah! my dear Friend! cry'd the Prince, 
interrupting him ſorrowfully, how little art 
thou acquainted with the Power of Love? 
Thinkeſt thou that it can rely eaſily upon 
an uncertain Futurity? The beſt con- 
certed Deſign, may be overthrown in an 
Jaitant : Wouldſt thou have me loſe a 
certain Opportunity, upon a doubtful 
Probability? Beſides, my dear Friend, 
what Obligation would Felicia have to 
me, ſhould I ſtay till Fortune had pla- 
ced me upon the Throne, before I flew 
to her Aſſiſtance, Would ſhe not have 
Reaſon o imagine ſhe ow'd her Deliver- 
ance more to Ambitian than Love? She 
believes her Father dead, ſhe accuſes me 
thereof, and wouldſt thou have me wait 
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longer before I extricate her from an Er- 
ror ſo contrary to my Happineſs ?* No, 
no, Cberſeg Ogii, purſued he, nothing can 
diſſuade me from my Deſign, and if thoa 
refuſeſt me chy Afﬀiſtance on this Occa- 
ſion, I renounce the Grandeur to which 
thou wouldſt raiſe me, 


My Lord, interrupted” the Great Gar- 
dener, I aſk Pardon for having dared to 
oppoſe your Will; Heaven is my Wit- 
neſs that it was only for your Preſerva. 
tion; but, in ſhort, ſince my Perſwaſions 
are in vain, not only I ſubmic to what 
= wiſh, but will hkewife ſhare in the 
Danger to which you are going to expoſe 

ourſelf: Befides, continu'd he ſighing, 
\ Lie is a Burthen to unfortunate Per- 


Is it poſſible, anſwered FJakayza, that 
thou*canft have been oppreſt with any 
Misfortunes? I know few Men ſo miſer- 
able as myſelf, reply'd the Great Gar- 
dener ſorrowfully; all my Reaſon cannot 
triumph over the cruel Paſſion that rends 
my Heart ; I love without Hope; I 
thought myſelf belov'd ; and I ſaw my- 
felf, at one and the ſame Time, betray'd 
by Nature, and perſecuted by Love. 


* My 
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My dear Cberſq, interrupted the Prince, 
leave me no longer in Suſpence ; fatisfy 
the Curioſity which thy Diſcourſe has 
kindled ; and be aſſured that if ever I am 

- Maſter of this Empire, there are few 
Things which I will not undertake to re» 
ſtore Peace to thy Mind. 


I am too much your Debtor, my Lord, 
anſwered the Great Gardener, ſhedding . 
ſome Tears; but your Power, how great 
ſoever it may be, cannot make me trul 
happy : The Riches and Honours whi 
you may heap upon me to a Profulion, . 
have but an outward Luſtre, which can- 
not ſatisfy thoſe Hearts, that are ſuſcep- 
tible of a Paſſion more ardent even than 
Ambition. Nevertheleſs I will ſtill ſatisfy 

ou, and ſince you deſire the melancholy 
Relation of my Misfortunes, I am ready 
to execute your Orders. 


At theſe Words the Prince having 
pray'd Cher/eg Ogli to begin his Narration, 
which nothing could interrupt, ſince the 
Stillneſs of the Night ſeem'd to favour 

| ſuch a Confidence, the Great Gardener - 
began to this Effect. 
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The Hiſtoryof STEeHEN CHERSEG, 
and Man IANA. 

QINCE I hav engag'd, my Lord, to 
ive you an exact Account of my 
Misfortunes, I ought to begin by inform- 
2 ou obs Birth. I was not born a 
age alone made me em- 

T2 contrary to Chriftianity, 
— was educated, I will even own 
that my Remorſe equals my Crime ; but 
ſuch is lde Frailty of human Nature, that 
we are ſenſible of our Faults, without da- 
Ting to amend ; a falfe Glory with- holds 


us, and we chuſe rather to be really crimi- 
— * to appear ſo to the Eyes of Man- 


My Father's Name was Cberſeg; he 
was King of that Part of 1lyria, whoſe 
Capital is Montevero, He ſaw himſelf 
equally fear'd by his Neighbours, and be- 
tov'd by his Subjects, Neverdolets, for 
all his good Qualifications, he had very 
great Imperfections. He faffer'd himſelf 
ro be alf prepoſſeſs'd, either in Favour 
of Good or Evil; he was obſtinate in his 
| Reſolutions ; and haſty in his Paſſions ; 

may his Temper tended a little to Cruelty 
bur 
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but he conceal'd his Frailties with ſo much 
Prudence, that unleſs one took particu- 
lar Notice, it was hard to know him ; the 
more becauſe in all his Actions he affected 
a Greatneſs of Soul, that dazzled the moſt 


ſharp lighted. 


He had been engaged in ſeveral Wars 
againſt the Ottoman wherein he 
came off with Glory ; and although he 
paid a Tribute to the Porte, twas not 
lo much as a- vanquiſh'd Monarch, as 
"was as a merciful Prince, who was 
willing to ſpare the Blood of his Sub- 
jects. 


I was the only Heir to his Crown, and 
dare affirm that I was brought up with 
a Care anſwerable to my Birth; my Fa- 
ther lov'd me with an inconceivable Af - 
fection, and I return'd it with ſo much 
Ardour and Reſpect, that 'twould have 
been difficult to determine, which of the 
two ſurpaſs'd in mutual Love. 


I had had the Misfortune to cauſe my 
Mother's Death in coming intothe World; 
and Cberſeg, although in the Flower of 
his Age, would not marry again, that he 
might not give me the Vexation to ſee a 
Mother - in- lay diſpute his Love with me. 
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I will not entertain you, my Lord, with 
the Beginning of my Life, it had no- 
thing that can affect you; wherefore [ 
ſhall only ** at thoſe cruel Events that 
have cauſed all my Misfortunes. 


I was ſcarcely ſeventeen Years old, 
when Meipbe, Deſpot of Servia, rais'd a 
conſiderable Body of Troops, wherewith 
he enter'd the King, my Father's Terri- 
tories, upon a very frivolous Pretence. 
He immediately committed there ſuch 
outragious Acts of Hoſtility, that the 
Terror of his. Arms ſoon ſubdued part 
of our beſt Frontier Places. This News 
being brought ro Montevero, cauſed a ge- 
neral Conſternation; but. Cberſeg ſoon 
\ recovered; and made all the Diligence 
and Capacity imaginable, ſucceed to his 
Surprize. As he was as great a Captain 
in War, as he was mild and popular in 
Peace, he was not long before he ga- 
ther'd his beſt Troops together, with 
which he toak the Fiel. 


Hereupon I obtain'd leave of my Fa- 
ther, to make my firſt Campaign under 
him; and dare 25 that I diſtinguiſh'd 


myſelf advantageouſly enough to increaſe 

Cherſeg's Affection, and redouble the good 

Opinion which his Subjects had * 
0 
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of me. We ſoon drove the King of Ser» 
via from our Frontiers, and retook almoſt 
all the Cities, whereof Violence had made 
him Maſter; after which Cberſeg, being 
willing to reſtore Peace to his Dominions, 
ſent an Ambaſſador to the King of Servia, 
to mediate a Peace. As one Article, he do- 
manded the Princeſs of Servia in Marriage 
for me ; but Melpbe, who is of an imperi- 
ous Temper, rejected this Propoſal with 
Haughtineſs. He was enraged at _— 
been ſo eaſily driven back again, a 

thought that his Honour was concern'd to 
re-conquer what he had loſt, without re- 
_—_— upon the Injuſtice of his De- 

res. 


Beſides, the Deſpot had with him a 
Prince of his own Bloo:l, named Teropba- 
nes, Who was deſperately in Love with 
the Princeſs of Servia, and who, by his 
complaiſant, inſinuating Temper, had 
made himſelf ſo much Maſter of the King's 
Will, that he perſwaded him at pleaſure 
to the moſt difficult, and even the moſt 
unjuſt Things. This baſe Favourite then, 
art fully prevented the Effect, which Cher- 
ſeg's Propoſals ought reaſonably to have 
produced. My Father was exaſperated 
at Melphe's repeated Refuſals, and they 
prepared for War on both Sides, as ſoon 

| as 
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as the Weather would permit rhe Troops 
to retake the Field. This ſecond Effort 
was not more ſucceſsful to the Deſpot of 
Servia than the farſt ; he was overcome in 
a pitch'd Battle, and our Victory was ſo 
compleat, that Meliphe himſelf was in 
Danger of falling into our Hands. 


It was on this Occaſion that Cher/:y's 
generous Temper a to the great- 
eſt Advantage: He ſaw himſelf Conque- 
ror, and in a Conditon to enter trium- 
phant into his Enemy's Territories, and 
not only to return him the Evil he had 
deſigned him, but even to penetrate to the 
Metropolis of his Kingdom: Neverthe- 
leſs, ſtopping ſhort in the middle of his 
Victory, he ſent to the Depot of Servia, 
and told him, that altho* he had a Right 
to preſcribe him Laws, he would ſtill on- 
ly require Peace, and the Princeſs of Ser- 
via, and that on his agreeing to this Pro- 
poſal, which could not reaſonably be 
thought grievous, he was ready to reſtore 
to him whatever he had conquered of his, 
and to unite their Families by an indiſ- 
ſoluble Tie. 


Any other, but the ambitious Deſpot of 
Servia, would have been. charmed with 


ſuch honourable Conditions; but the ex- 
tream 
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tream Haughtineſs of this Prince made 
him in refuſe ſuch an advantag us 
Offer. He anſwered then with Fury, 
that he would never t the Princeſs 
his Daughter as an Holtage of Peace; 
that it would look, if he conſented to it, 
as if he delivered her to ſecure himſelt 
the Poſſe ſſion of his own Dominions ; 
that, as to the Peace which had been 
mentioned to him, he refuſed it; that 
he was made to offer, and not to accept 
it; and that, in ſhort, tcwas for him to 
make Laws, and for others to ſubmit 
to them. 


The Prince Tzropbanes had fo greatly 
exaſperared this proud Monarch, that he 
had forced him to this unworthy — 
He had his own particular Views in 
venting this Alliance. He was willing to 
remove a formidable Rival; and as his 
Intereſt with Maljpbe was v great, 
there was nothing which he might not 
have expected from him. Accordingly 
' *rwas the Death of this Prince that incited 
the Deſpoet of Servia to the molt terrible 
Exrremines againſt me, as you will be 
inform'd in the Sequel: But to return to 
my Subject. 


The 
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The Deſpot of Servia's arrogant An- 
ſwer, which was faithfully related to 
Cherſeg, put him, and not without Rea- 
ſon, into a violent Paſſion : As for me, 
I. will own ingenuouſly, that, alcho* I was 
not very deſirous of the Princeſs of Servia, 
having never ſeen. her, I was extreamly 
moved at the Contempt which Melpbe 
ſeemed to ſhow of our Alliance: Accord- 
ingly I ſpoke of it to the King in ſuck, Terms 
as teſtified my Reſentment, and adviſed 
him to preſs ſuch a preſumptuous Prince 
vigorouſly. Cberſeg approved of my Sen- 
timents, and we entered our Enemy's 
Dominions with an Impetuoſity that be- 
ppoſed our ploy 

is 


came fatal to all that o 
In vain did the De/ſpot of Servia, and 
Generals, endeavour to put a Stop to the 
Courſe of our Conqueſts ; Victory decla- 
red for us, and we marched thro? ſeveral 
Provinces without receiving the. leaſt 
| Hindrance. 


I muſt own, that I had ſome ſhare m 
the Victories we gained in Servia; my 
—_— encouraged our Soldiers, who, 
in order to follow me, ruſhed headlong 
with Succeſs into the Places of the great- 
eſt Danger; at laſt we beheld ourſelves 
within Sight of the City of Caftoria. 
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Aſelphe had fortified this Place with ex- 
rream Care; his beſt Troops had taken 
1 there, and he himſelf was hke- 


wiſe ſhur therein, with the Queen of S- 
via, and the Princeſs her Daughter. 


Cberſeg, who was not ignorant that all 
the Forces of the Kingdom were gathered 
together there, would not form the Stege 
of this important Place, without trying 
once more to gain the Friendſhip of the 
favage Me!phbe. Wherefore having made 
me enter his Tent; Son, ſaid he ro me, 
after that every Body was gone out, we 
ought not fo much to inure ourſelves to 
Victory, as to loſe the Remembrance of 
the Crofles whereof Lite is full: Per- 
haps, even now, Fortune is ready to a> 
bandon us; a reaſonable Man ought not 
to rely fo ſtrongly upon Proſperity, as 
not to think how to prevent Adverlity, 
which may follow cloſe at her Heels. 
What ſhould we do, Prince, if we ſhould 
happen to be overthown? We are in an 
Enemy's Country; we are to deal with a 
barbarous Prince, who would ſacrifice us 
fo his Vengeance; we ſhould have no 
Retreat, and the happy Progreſs of our 
Arms to this Day would be ſo many 
Spurs to the Vanquiſhed to precipitate 
our Ruin. The City which we are about 

tO. 
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to attack is ſtrong, and furniſhed with 
all Proviſions neceſſary for a long De- 
fence; wherefore I think it prudent. to 
prevent Accidents, I am therefore for 
deputing a Meſſenger once more to the 
Deſpot to renew my Propoſals: If he ac- 
cepts them, the Peace which I ſhall grant 
him, will ſecure us from Revolutions: If 
he refuſes them, his own Subjects, being 
Witneſſes of my Generolity, will perhaps 
mutiny againſt a Prince, who draws vo- 
Juntarily upon them the Calamities of 
War, and will themſelves facilitate 
the taking of their Ciry, to paſs under 
a Government where Equity reigns. 
This, Son, purſued the King, is what I 
have propoſed ; tell me, with Freedom, 
if you approve of my Deſign. 


My Lord, anſwered I, theſe noble 
Sentiments are worthy of a great Prince ; 
but would it not be too much debaſing 
the Regal Dignity to expoſe one's ſelf to 
perpetual Refuſals? Would you have it 
given out, that we have ſought the Al- 
liance of the De/jot of Servia, in ſpite of 
him ; and that knowing the Honour that 
would redound to our Houle by that Al- 
Jiance, we have paſſed over the Contempt 
he ſhewed us, in order to attain it? Ah 
my Lord, let us rather puniſh an inſolent 
| | Prince, 
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Prince, and force the Univerſe to con- 
ſeſs, that beſides the Equality which 
Birth has made between two Sovereigns, ' 
our Valour and Virtue has given us the 
Means to humble the D at's Pride. 


I don't at all wonder, Son, interrup- 
ted Cher/eg, at the paſſionate Emotions 
which I obſerve in you; your Age autho- 
rizes them; but learn that a Sovercign 
diſtinguiſhes himſelf much more by Cle- 
me ncy, than by Cruelty: The Force and 
good Succeſs of our Arms has crowned 
us ſufficiently with Laurels ; it belongs 
to Mercy to compleat our Victory. Lis 
to be ſuppoſed that Melpbe repents of 
his audacheus Re ſufals; he will doubtleſs 
accept with Joy the olfer which I deſign 
to make him, and we ſhall gain the Ho- 
nour of a Triumph, the general Eſteem of 
Mankind, and the Love of his People and 
mine: In ſhort, my Lord, purſued Cher/cg 
Og/i, not to tire you with the Length of my 
Story, I conſented to what the King of 
Hilyria defired, and he immediately ſent 
away a Herald at Arms with this Letter. 


CHERSEG 
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CHersSEG King of Ilhria, to 
MzLene Deſpot of Servia. 


H E unjuft War which you declared 

again me, and your injulting Refu- 
ſall, have urg*'d my Reſentment ſo + as 10 
wmveit you in the Capital of your Dominions ; 
but, my Lord, I pretend to make no other 
Advantage of my Viftories than to oblige you 
to agree that I did not deſerve your Injuſtice. 
F fill offer you Peace; grant the Princeſs of 
Servia 40 my Son's earneft Defires ; ſhe ſhall 
ſerve as a Tie to the tender Frieniſhip whicb 
ſhall unite cur two Houſes, Remember, my 
Lord, that I aſk as @ Friend, what another 
might exact as a Conqueror : your Deciſion 
will make me fuſb on my Congueſls or put a 
Stop to them: I leave you Maſter of Peace 
or War, 


CHERSEO. 


The Herald at Arms whom the King of 
Ihria had ſent with this Letter, return'd 
ſoon after, with this Anſwer. | 


MELPHE 
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MELrnHe, Deſpot of Servia, to 
CHERSEG King of Ii. 


See plainly, My Lord, that I muſt yield 
to you ; mot only your Arms gain you 
Viftories, but your Genoroſily likewiſe makes 
you triumph over Hearts. 7 con/ent to the 
Peace you offer me; the Princeſs my Daugh- 
ter ſhall tie the Knots of the eternal Hicud- 
ſhip, that is going to be between us; if you 
will be to Morrow within baff a League of 
the City, attended only by tzvo bundred Men, 
J will meet you there with the like Number, 
and will. bind myſelf, by the moſt inviolable 
Oaths, to comply with your Pleaſure, and 
promiſe you an Affection that ſhall only end 
aoub the Life of 


M zLPpHE. 


This Letter was read publickly, and 
overjoy'd the King my Father: He gave 
vrders immediately for putting a Stop to 
the Works that were already begun be- 
fore the City. The Deputies of the De/- 
pot of S:rvia arriv'd ſoon after, and con- 
firm'd to Chrrjeg their Maſter's Promi- 
ſes. They told him then the Place where 
the Conference was to be held; in ſhort, 
they ſcem'd ſo ſincere, that the King cr 
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ceived by them. He loaded them with 


Preſents and Honours, and ſent them 
back to Caſtoria ; nevertheleſs a ſecret 


Foreboding made me fear ſome Fraud. 


Melphe's Letter ſeem'd to me too ſubmil- 
ſive to be natural ; beſides, I knew the 
Deſpot for a diſſembling, deceirful, and 
revengeful Man; I knew that, to ſatisfy 


his Hatred and his Vengeance, there were 


no Cruelties to which his Heart would 
not lead him. Neither was I ignorant of 
the Love of Trropbanes for the Princeſs 
of Servia, and the prodigious Aſcendant 
that Prince had over the Mind of Melphe ; 
therefore I had Reaſon to apprehend thar, 
to prevent the Peace, he would have Re- 
courſe to the moſt terrible Artifices and 
Indignities. 1 could not help communi- 
cating theſe my Fears to Cherſeg ; but he 
reprimanded me ſharply for a Suſpicion, 


which was an Offence, as he ſaid, to the 


Honour of Crown'd Heads. 


However, he did not fail to take all 
the Precautions which he judg'd neceſſary, 
to prevent Surprizes. It was ſcarce Day, 
when he ſent to take a View of the Place 
where the Peace was to be concluded, 
and cauſed Barriers to be ſet up there: 
In ſhort, having been faithfully inforr::'d 


that there was no Appearance of Trea- 
chery, 
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chery, he ſet out for the Rendezvous, 
with the Number of Troops that had been 
agreed on. It was not without Reaſon 
that I dreaded to ſ-e him depart; the 
perfidious Meiphe had made ſome Troops 
file off, by a ſubterrancous Paſſage, known 
only to thoſe in the City, which ruſhing 
out of their Ambuſcade, fell ſuddenly « 
on the unfortunate Cher/eg, and conduct- 
ed him, by the Order of their unworthy 
Chicf, to a dark Dungeon. 


I know not how I had the Strength to 
be able to bear up againſt this News; 
Rage and Deſpair 11 themſelves 
of my Soul ; and had it not been for the 
Thoughts of taking a juſt Revenge, I 
ſhould have ſunk under my exceſſive 
Grief, I aſſembled then the princi- 
pal Officers of my Army; who all (wore 
to ſacrifice their Lives to revenge 
their Sovereign, and chaſtiſe a perfidious 
Monſter. Next Morning a Herald at 
Arms from the Deſpo: of Servia, demand - 
ed to ſpeak with me, and preſented me 
a Letter from his unworthy Maſter, which 
contain'd only theſe few Words. 
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To the Prince of 1//yr:a. 


Cive thee Notice that thy Father is in my 
Chains ; if thou wouldſt obtain bis Liber- 
fy, and his Life, return into thy own Domi- 
nions, and be not obſtinately bent upon a De- 
fign, which ſhall coſt Cherſeg his Head, if 


puſh'd any fartber. 


M ELPHE, 


Never was Fury equal to mine at 
the reading theſe Lines ; I was within an 
Ace of making the Herald feel the Ef- 
fects of the Rage that fill'd my Soul: 
Nevertheleſs, recollecting all my Reaſon, 
I fatisfy'd myſelf with ſending him back 
with this Anſwer, 


To the unworthy Deſpot of Servia. 


HY Baſeneſs ſtrikes me with Horror; 
I bope that both Heaven and Earth 
will take up Arms to puniſh Treachery, and 
protect Innocence. Think nat bowever to in- 
timidate me; I will come and drag the? from 
. thy Throne ; and I fwear to thee by the living 
God, that thy Life ſhall anſwer for that cf 
my Father. 


CHEeRSEG, Prince of Ih ria. 
Having 
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Having ſent back the Herald with this 
Note, I drew up the Army in Order of 
Battle; and taking, Counſel of our moſt 
experienced Captains, advanc'd in good 
Order towards the City, which I inveſted 
on all Sides. We open'd the T renches next 
Morning, and carry'd on the Siege with 
ſo much Vigour, that we made our Ap- 
proaches, in a few Days, very near to 


the City Ditch. 


 M:l;he made frequent Sallies to drive 
away our Pioneers, but our Officers 
and Soldiers were ſo much exaſperated 
againſt him, that he was always repuls'd 
with conſiderable Loſs. Hereupon Prince 
Teropbanes, whoſe Arrogance was excel- 
ſive ; and who, notwithſtanding his Vices, 
was endu'd with Abundance of Courage; 
rceiving that, ſooner or later, I ſhould. 
£ Maſter of the City ; manag'd Matters 
ſo well with the Deſpot of Servia, that he 
obtain'd leave to ſend me a Challenge, to 
meet him in ſingle Combat. 


His Deſign was, by this Duel, not on- 
ly to rid Melphe of a dangerous Enemy, 
but himſelf alſo of a formidable Rival. 
I received his Challenge then with Plea- 
ſure ; and the Prince coming out of the 

Vor. I. E City, 
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City, we began a dangerous Combat, 
wherein, at Jaſt, all the Advantage pro- 
ved on my Side. Teropbanes fell at my 
Feet, wounded in ſeveral Places, whercof 


he expired upon the Spot. 


Melphe was ſo ſenſibly afflicted at the 
Loſs of this Prince, that he ſwore ſolemn- 
ly to take a remarkable Revenge for it. 
All his Hatred againſt Cherſeg was now 
turn'd againſt me, and precipitated me 
at laſt into the moſt dreadful of all Calami- 
ties. In the mean while, my Lord, I con- 
tinued to preſs on the Siege of Caſtoria 
with the ſame Vigour, and ſoon found 
myſelf in a Condition to order it to be 


Korm'd. 


The Beſieg'd defended themſelves with 
extreme Valour, like Men that fought 
to ſecure their Wives and Children; but 
I muſt own that we alſo performed ve- 
ry brave Actions, which terrify'd our 
— My Father's Intereſt made 
me expoſe myſelf in Places of the grea- 
teſt Danger ; bur, in ſpite of our ut- 
moſt Efforts, the Ramparts were ſo 
well fortify'd, and ſo well defended, that 
we were ſeveral Times beaten back, 


with the Loſs of our beſt Men. Bu: 


what 
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what is it, over which Valour and Juſtice 
will not triumph? 


One of the Soldiers of the Garriſon, 
upon ſome Diſcontent which he had re- 
ccived from his Officers, found the means 
to eſcape from the City, and came to 
take Refuge in our Camp. He demand- 
ed to be introduced to me, which being 
granted; he informed me, that the De/- 
pot of Servia had cauſed my Father to de 
removed into the Citadel, where he was 
guarded with the greateſt Care ; and that 
Melybe had vow'd that he would cither 
make ſure of Peace, or put him to Dcath 
before my Eyes, in Caſe he ſhould be 
forced to it by the taking of his Capital. 
Nevertheleſs, continued the Soldier, if 
you will promiſe me a good Settlement 
in your Dominions, I will put you in a 
Way to prevent the Deſpo: of Servia's 
Cruelty, I know a Place whereby the 
City may be attack'd ; no body guards 
it, becauſe they believe it unpaſſable: 
wherefore, in one Night, you may file 
off a ſufficient Number of Men, to make 
you Maſter of the City, of the Dee of 
Servia, and of all his Family. 


You may well judge, my Lord, chat, 
upon chis Propoſal Is promiled the Sol- 
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dier a Reward ſuitable to the Service he 
was to do me : Nevertheleſs, thac I might 
do nothing whereof I ſhould have reaſon 
to repent, I ſent to take a View of the 
Place to which he had directed me. They 
brought me back Word, that indeed they 
had found in the Ditch a ſubterraneous 
Paſſage, which, in all probability, muſt 
lead into the Town; but that the Way 
was ſo narrow, that hardly one Man could 
go a ; breaſt. 


HFereupon, I immediately called a Coun- 
eil of War in my Tent, to decide whe- 
ther I ought to rely upon Intelligence that 
might come from the Enemy themſelves. 
The Opinions were divided ; and moſt 
of them were not for my undertaking 
ſuch a hazardous Enterprize ; but my ar- 
dent Deſire to deliver the King my Fa- 

ther from the Danger that threatned him, 
made me refolve upon venturing all to 
effect it. 


I commanded then a Number of choſen 
Troops to follow me in this Expedi- 
tion, and cauſed a Scaffold to be erc- 
ed in the Middle of the Camp, upon 
which I placed the Soldier well bound, 
with Orders to put him to Death, with 


the moſt unheard of Torments, in * 
e 
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he had betray'd us. This done, I care- 
fully examined his Countenance, and ob- 
ſerv'd with Plcaſure, that his Boldnelſs 
ſeem' d to warrant me of his Sincerity. 


In Effet, my Lord, as ſoon as the 
Night was far advanc'd, I went down in- 
to the Ditch, and march'd firſt into the 
ſubterrancous Paſſage that I had ſent to 
view. The Way was ſo long and ſo rug- 

ed, that I deſpair'd more than once of 
ing able to reach the City; beſides, 
we obſerv'd ſuch a profound Silence, by 
my Order, that it redoubled the Horror 
of this diſmal Place. Bur at laſt we came 
to the. End of our peaceable March; and 
entered the City by a Place fo ſteep, 
and ſo full of Rubbiſh, that the Soldier 
was not at all in the wrong, to aſſure me 
that no Guard was kept there. 


As ſoon as we were arrived there, I 
order'd the appointed Signal to be made, 
which might be eaſily obſerv'd in the 
Army; after which we advanc'd, Sword 
in Hand, into the Streets, and overthrew 
all that oppoſed our Paſſage. The Corps- 
de-Guard, and the Centinels gave the 
Alarm on all Sides; and the Beſieg'd 
gather'd together from all Parts to * 
fend themſelves; but in a little Time, 
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the general Aſſault which the Officers of 
my Army Have, and the Fire that was 
fer to the Town, cauſed a terrible Con- 
ſternation; and the Cries, Tumult, and 
Horror, ſpread to ſuch a Degree, that 
tis impoſſible to imagine any Thing more 
dreadful, 


As for me, refolving not to loſe ſuch 

cious Time, I ran to the Palace of 
the De/prt of Servia, to try to ſurprize 
him; but, by ill Luck, he ran out at 
the firſt Noiſe he heard, to pur himſelf 
at the Head of ſome Troops he had drawn 
together, and obſerving with Rage, that 
it would be in vain to try to defend the 
City, had taken Refuge in the Citadel. 
T found therefore, in his Palace, only the 
Queen of Servia, who was dangerouſly 
ill, and the incomparable Mariana her 


Daughter, 


1 I muſt own, to my Confuſion, m 
Lord, that, notwithſtanding my ju 
Anger, my Arms fell out of my Hand, 
at the Sight of that beauteous Princeſs; I 
forgot my Rage, and felt myſelf wounded 
with a fatal Dart, which will never be 
corn from my Soul, but with the Loſs of 
my Life. Her Diſorder proved an Ad- 


dition ta her natural Beauty ; ſhe was = 
ha 
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half dreſs'd, and this Negligence gave 
me an Opportunity of diſcovering Charms,. 
which pierced me with the molt lively 
Paſſion. 


As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, and had obſer- 
ved the Reſpect that my Troops paid 
me, ſhe eaſily judg'd that I was the Prince 
of Il yria; and addreſſing herſelf to me, 
with a Majeſty capable of impoſing Re- 
ſpect in the midſt of Victory; you tri- 
umph, Prince, ſaid ſhe, but don't abuſe 
your Conqueſt ; and reſpect two Princeſ- 
ſes whom the Fortune of War has made 
fall into your Power ; and- if you have 
any Reaſons to complain of the King my 
Father, force him, by your Generoſity, 
to bluſh for having given you any juſt 
Cauſc. 


Doubt not, charming Princeſs, ſaid I, 
interrupting her, but all here will obey 
you ; I forget the Injuſtice of the Deſpor 
of Servia, in Behalf of his lovely Daughter; 
my Anger is appeas'd: Speak, divine 
Princeſs, continu'd I, what mutt I do 
to teſtify my perfect Submiſſion? Would 
you return to the De/rot of Servia? Al- 
though Nature would murmur at ſuch a 
Sacrifice, I find that a ſecret Power ſub- 
jets me to your Will: In ſhort, com- 
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mand abſolutely in a Place where the Vi- 
ctory declares only for you. 


Generous Cberſeg, anſwered Mariana, 
I ſhould be unworthy of the noble Senti- 
ments you expreſs, if mine were not an- 

ſwerable to them; it would, no doubt, 
be advantageous to me to return to the 
King my Father; but 'tis not juſt that 
you ſhould loſe the Fruits of your Victory: 
Our Captivity will with-hold the fatal 
Stroke which Melpbe was preparing for 
the King of Iilyria; the Fear of loſing 
us will allay his Fury; and perhaps a 
happy Peace will be the Fruits of his 
Grief: In a Word, enjoy a Conquelt 
which alone can reſtore you the unfortu- 
nate Cherſeg. All that remains for me 
to aſk of you is, that a noble Pity inte- 
reſting you, in the Fate of the Queen my 
Mother, may move you to take Care 
of - Life, | Hs which mine is inſepa- 
rable. 


I was very ſenfibly touch'd with ſuch 

a generous Speech ; wherefore I thank'd 
her with Tranſport ; and proteſted cager- 
Iy, that her Orders ſhould be the ſove- 
reign Law to which I would always 
y a blind Obedience. After this, my 
d, I was obliged to leave Mariana, 
in 
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in order to re-eſtabliſh Tranquility in the 
City; but, alas! I would have given o- 
thers that Reſt, which my own Hearr 
could no more enjoy. The Image of the 
Princeſs follow'd me every where, and 
from that very Moment I became ſo paſ- 
ſionately in Love, that the moſt expreſ- 
five Terms would deſcribe but a ſmall 
Part of what I felt. Even Jealouſy be- 
gan to inſinuate itſelf into my Soul; I 
was afraid that Teropbanes had been be- 
lov'd, and trembled for fear that my Vi- 
ctory over him had gain'd me the Prin- 
cels's Diſpleaſure : Fo ſhort, my Lord,. 
a thouſand Thoughts, till then unknown 
to me, came to torment me by Turns. 


However I did not fail beſieging the 
Citadel next Morning, bur it was ſtrong, 
and ſo well provided with Ammunition, 
that I deſpair'd of it's being an eaſy Con- 
queſt. I am ſenſible that I ought not to 
own to you my Weakneſs in it's full Ex- 
tent; but I cannot help confeſſing that 
the Length of the Siege which I was go- 
ing to undertake, gave me a ſecret Joy. 
It procured me the Pleaſure of often ſee 
ing my adorable Princeſs ; I rook Advan-- 
tage thereof as often as poſſible, and 
the Charms I found in her Wir, confirmed- 
the tender — which her beaute · 
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ous Eyes had given Birth to in my 


The Queen recovered her Health more 

and more every Day, and I perceiv'd, 
with an extreme Pleaſure, that my Care 
and: Reſpect, was not indifferent to the 
amiable Mariana, I had declared my 
Eove ; it had been heard without Anger, 
and the Princeſs own'd to me, bluſhing, 
that the Condition my Father had annex- 
ed. to the Peace, was not indifferent to 
her. I had even had the Boldneſs to con- 
ſeſs to her, my Fears concerning the 
Love of Prince . but Mariana 
aſſured me, that her Heart had been 
inſenſible of my Rival's Love, and that 
nothing but the Motive of the Peace be- 
tween her Father and mine, could touch 


her Heart. 


6 You know the Nature of Love, and 


are not ignorant, my Lord, what 
Charms a tender Lover finds in ſuch 
Confeſſions ; I was ſenſibly affected with 
them, and my Tranſports alone expreſs'd 
better the Violence of my Paſſion, than 
I could have done by the moſt choſen 
Words. In the mean while, Mariana 
ſeeing the Queen out of Danger, adviſed 


me to propoſe to the Deſpot of Servta, an 
Exchange 
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Exchange of the two Princeſſes, for the 
King of /ilyria. I did it without Heſita- 
tion, although my Heart was averſe to it; 
and the Princeſs thought herſelf obli 
to me for my Submiſſion, and did me the 
Favour to aſſure me, that Glory and Du- 
ty alone had prompted her to that Ad- 


Melpbhe received my Propoſal! with his 
uſual Haughtineſs, and inſtead of any 
Anſwer, cauſed the Wretch that I had 
ſent to be hang'd up at the Battlements 
of the Citadel, in View of the whole 
Army. I was ſo much enraged at this 
barbarous Procedure, that I ſhould im- 
mediately have ordered a general Aſſault 
to be given, if the Conſideration of my 
Princeſs had not reſtrained me; but I 


did not look upon the De/pot of Servia ſo 


much as a perfidious Wretch, as I con- 
ſidered him as a Prince, to whom the in- 
comparable Mariana ow'd her Life. 


1 did not fail going to her however, 
and acquainting her with this laſt Piece of 
Barbarity, with a Grief in my Eyes, 
which I ſtrove in vain to conceal. The 
Queen was grieved to the very Soul there- 
at, and ſhew'd by her Complaints, how 
much this * her with Hor- 
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xor ; it indeed diſcovered but too plain- 
„ how little Melpbe was moved at her 
ptivity. As for Mariana, looking me 
Kedfaſtly in the Face, with Deſign to 
dive to the bottom of my Thoughts: 
Well Prince, ſaid ſhe, what are you re- 
folv'd to do, to be reveng'd of this In- 
humanity? Ir is no longer in my Power 
to determine, charming Mariana, ſaid I; 
Nis in vain that Nature and Reaſon ad- 
viſe me, *tis only of you that I will aſk 
Counſel : What ought I to do againſt a 
Prince who at once violates the Laws of 
Humanity, and the Laws of War. Muſt 
FT treat him as a cruel, Enemy, or muſt I 
xeſpect him as a Father of all that I 
adore? - 


Cberſeg, anſwered the Princeſs, this Di- 


me: I pretend to have as much Equity, 
as you have Generolity ; wherefore I 
mould be far from oppoſing your juſt Re- 
venge, did not fear, and that with Rea- 
ſon, that the Effects thereof would re- 


expect from a Prince, who, aſter having 
ſacrificed his Dominions, abandons like- 
wiſe his own Family to the Diſcretion of 
a Conqueror, whom he has juſtly exaſpe- 
rated? Ought not you to apprehend * 
c 


ſtinction pleaſes me; but it does not blind 


vert upon yourſelf. But what ought you to. 
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the Death of the King of /ilyria would 
lut his Rage? Ah! Prince, purſued 
» dread urging to Extremities, a King 
capable of doing any Thing; and give 
bim not any Cauſe of Anger, which dri- 
ving him to be deſperate, will force you 
to hate me, and oblige me to fly you as 
my Father's Murtherer. 
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T am bur too ſenſible, lovely Princeſs, 
interrupred I, of the Truth of your 
Words; but if, on one Hand, Love 
chains up my Courage, Nature and Glo- 
ry, on the other, forbid a criminal In- 
action. What will the World think to 
ſee me continue in perfect Tranquility, 
whilſt my Father is groaning under a 
cruel Captivity? Well then, ſaid the 
Queen of Servia, —_—— us on a 
ſudden, ſhe having been preſent at this 
Converſation ; if the Prince of !!yria will 
truſt ro my Honour, let him ſuffer me 
to return to the Deſpot my Spouſe; I 
bave ſome Hopes to bend his inflexible 
Heart, if not, I ſhall be able to procure 
Cherſeg his Liberty, provided the Prince 
will give me his Parole to grant Mel- 
pbe his Life, in caſe the End of the War 
ſhould prove fatal to him. 
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Ah! Madam, reply'd I haſtily, are 
not my Honour and my Love ſufficient 
Sureties to aſſure you that the Life of the 
Deſpot of Servia is as dear to me as my 
own? Yes, Madam, his Days are facred 
to me; and I would prolong their Courſe 
at the Expence of mine. Depart, gene- 
rous Princeſs, continued I, ſecure us 
from the Fury of your Huſband; ſave 
an unfortunate Prince; protect Innocence 
and Virtue; and enable my Love, to ap- 
pear without Shame, before the Eyes of 
the whole Univerſe. | 


The 1 of Servia, being moved 
with my Diſcourſe, promiſed me her 
Aſſiſtance, with all the Readineſs I 
could have expected from her ; and we 
agreed that ſhe ſhould go to the Citadel! 
the very next Morning. The fair Ma- 
riana made ſome Difficulty of being ſe- 

rated from the Queen ; but her Order, 
and the Neceſſity of the Caſe, made her 
reſolve to ſtay as Hoſtage with a Prince 
who ador'd her. But whilſt we were 
forming this Deſign, my Lord, there 
happened a Revolution in the Citadel, 
which prevented it's taking Effect. 


n The 
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The Soldiers of the Garriſon, 
ſrairen'd by the Length of the Siege, 
incens'd at the Obſtinacy of their Prince, 
and exaſperated yet more at his Cruelty 
and Treachery, began to paſs from Mur- 
muring, to a ire Revolt. Their OF. 
ficers, having in vain endeavoured to a 
peaſe them, were at laſt obliged to inform 
Melphe thereof, who endeavour'd to quiet 
them by all manner of Means: But find. 
ing that his Prayers and his Menaces did 
but enrage them yet more; he perceiv'd 
thar, being hopeleſs, he muſt reſolve to 
yield ro Neceſſity : Wherefore, coming 
to a Determination upon the Spot, he 
cauſed the King of 1!yr:a to be brought 
into his Preſence. 


Prince, ſaid he, *tis Time that I ſhould 
open my Eyes, asto my Injuſtice; every 

hing declares againſt me ; Heaven, the 
Protector of oppreſs'd Virtue, eſpouſes 
your Intereſt, and declares loudly againſt 
my Deſigns. Bur, notwithſtanding it's 
Protection, and that of all Mankind, I ſhall 
be able to ſacrifice you, and to die myſelf 
afterwards, if your Generoſity ſhould not 
anſwer my Expectation. Conſider then, 
Cberſeg, continued he, whether you will 


bind yourſelf, by your Royal Oath, to 
reſtore 
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reſtore me my Dominions, and to con- 
clude the Marriage between the Prince; 
my Daughter, and your Son; at this 
Price I reſtore you your Liberty: But do 
not betray, by a falſe Promiſe, a Prince, 
who has but too often ſhewn you the 
Way to be treacherous ; make me repent 
of my Crimes rather by forgerting them, 
than by imitating them; ſhew all the 
World that Virtue not only triumphs over 
Iniquity itſelf, but alſo over thoſe who re- 
ly upon it's unjuſt Principles. 


Deſpot of Servia, anſwered Cherſcg, think 
not that the Fear of Death can ſhake my 
Courage; accordingly it is not to that 
vain Terror that you are going to owe 
my Anſwer: I will not repeat here the 
juſt Reaſons of Complaint which I may 
lawfully form againſt you; I would, if 
poſſible, make you forget them, and have 
the whole Earth bury their Memory in 
Oblivion: But, in ſhort, ſince I cannot 
prevent your Wrongs, I will, at leaſt, 
contribute to the repairing of them. Yes, 
Prince, continued he, I give my Royal 
Word to re-eſtabliſh you in your Domi- 
nions, and to unite our Families for ever, 
by the Alliance which I have ſo often de- 
manded of you. *Tis enough, Cher/cg, 
. aid Melphe interrupting him, I fear no- 


thing 
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thing of a King uncapable of lying ; 
and the extreme Confidence which I am 

ing to put in you, will give you the 
rſt Proof of my Repentance. 


After this the Deſpet of Servia embraced 
Cberſeg, in Preſence of all the Garriſon 3 
aſking him Pardon for all the Wrongs he 
would have done him, and concluding 
with deſiring of him earneſtly his Alliance, 
and his Friendſhip; which the King of 
Iilyria granted with the beſt Grace in 
the World. This done, my Lord, Mel. 
be ordered the Gates of the Citadel to be 
thrown open, and placing my Father on 
his right Hand, came down into the 
City; follow'd by all his Soldiers, who 
ſhouted for Joy. 


They were ſoon follow'd by the Ac- 
clamations and Bleſſings of ail the People, 
and the Words Peace and Liberty made 
the Heavens reſound. I was then in the 
Queen's Apartment, where we were con- 
cluding how to execute the Deſign above- 
mention'd, when the Noiſe, which ſpread 
in a Moment to the Palace, made me run 
out precipitately : Bur judge, my Lord, 
of my Surprize, and my Joy, when the 
firſt Object that ſtruck my Eyes, was the 
King my Father. * 
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No ſooner did he ſee me, but advanc- 
ing towards me with open Arms, my dear 
Son, ſaid he, Heaven at laſt ſuffers us to 
meet again, and makes a perfect Tran- 
quility tucceed the Misfortunes it had ſent 
us: It permits me to ſee you again, and 
to embrace you, and renew to you the 
Aſſurances of my tender Affection; bur, 
Cberſeg, continued he, let us forget what 
is paſt, The De/ſpot of Servia, who caus'd 
all our Misfortunes, has made an A- 
tonement for them ; after having loaded 
me with Chains, he has now broken them; 
let us confirm to him, my Son, the Oath 
which Generoſity has exacted from me; 
grant him your Friendſhip in Behalf of 
the Princeſs his Daughter, whom he con- 
ſents to give you, and let the Union of 
our Hearts, for the future, make bu: 
one Kingdom of Servia and Ih ria. 


Scarcely did I give the King of Ii 
Time to finiſh his Diſcourſe ; the Pro- 
miſe Melpbe had given him, rendered 
him ſufficiently dear to me, not to make 
it neceſſary to excite me to be his Friend; 
accordingly I embrac'd him with Ardor, 
and gave him a thouſand Aſſurances of 
an inviolable Affection ; which he return- 


ed with a very good Grace ; although, 
| at 
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xt the Bottom of his Soul, he was then 
hatching againſt me, all that the moſt 
unplacable Rage could inſpire : after 
which we haſten'd to che Apartment of 


the Princeſles. 


I ſhall ſay nothing to you here, my 
Lord, of their Raptutes; they are more 
eaſy to be imagin'd than deſcribed ; Met 
pbe preſented me to the beauteous Ma- 
riana, and order'd her to look upon me 
2s the Perſon he deſign'd her for her 
Huſhand : The Princeſs receiv'd this Com- 
mand with Submiſſion, and aſſured me, 
by an inchanting Look, that ſhe ſhould 
execute it with Pleaſure. In ſhort, my 
Lord, all ſeem'd quiet; Peace was pro- 
claim'd with the vſual Ceremonies ; and 
the De yet of Servia, who pretended as if 
he repented of the Enormities to which 
his Fury had tranſported him, ſeem'd 
very eager to make Reparation for 


them. 


He propoſed therefore to the King of 
Aria, not to defer the Marriage on 
which they had agreed; but Cherſeg an- 


ſwered, chat it ought to be celebrated at 


Montevero, the Capital of his Kingdom; 
that if they ſhould haſten the Concluſion 


of the Nuptials, People might — 
at 
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that they were precipitated in Compli- 
ance with the Will of a haughty Con- 
queror, and not celebrated at the Deſire 
of a Friend and Ally; that ſuch conſider- 
able Matches ought to be ſolemniz'd 
with Splendour; and that, in ſhort, i: 
concern'd the Dignity of a King, that 
the World ſhould judge he granted his 
Daughter as an independent Monarch, 


and not as a ſubdu'd and vanquiſh'd 
Prince. 


Theſe Reaſons, which flatter'd but too 
much the Defpot of Servia's imperious 
Temper, and his Hatred, were ſoon ap- 

oved of; he even thank'd Cher/zg for a 

hought which ſeem'd to tend only to 
his Glory : As for me, my Lord, no 
fooner did I hear of the Reſolution of the 
two Monarchs, than I was inconſolable. 
I complain'd thereof to the Princeſs, in 
ſuch tender Terms, that ſhe could not 
help being moved therewith : My Re- 
ſt ect, and my Love, being authoriz'd by 
Melpbe's Order, had at laſt diſpoſed her 
Heart to make a ſuitable Return, to the 
Sentiments of mine; accordingly ſhe had 
the Goodneſs to aſſure me, that my Grief 
was not indifferent to her ; this Aſſurance 
redoubled my Affliction ; and I went f # 
that very Evening to the King of 1!!yria, 


0 
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to complain of a Delay that was ſo con- 
tary to my Happinels. 


Cberſeg ſeem'd perplex'd at my Re- 

oaches ; and looking upon me ſtedfaſt- 
5 , after ſome Moments Silence, Prince, 
2 he, I could not have ſuſpected that 
your Love to Mariana was ſo violent, 
to make you * of a Delay where- 
in the Dee of Servia's Glory is concern. 
ed. I had no Reaſon to imagine that 
you would have engag'd your Heart, 
without conſulting my Pleaſure. Ah, my 
Lord, interrupted I haſtily, perfect Love 
hearkens to no other Dictates, than thoſe 
which it inſpires it's ſelf, Beſides, you 
know that it was yourſelf, who propoſed 
the Alliance of the Det of Servia; it was 
only to ſupport your Propoſal, that you 
have continued the War; you are ſen- 
ſible that before that Time, having little 
Regard for the fair Mariana, I ſpared no 
Pains to perſwade to renounce a Propo- 
fal which was return'd only with Con- 
tempt; and now, when every Thing 
ſeems to concur to my Happineſs, you 
alone, my Lord, endeavour to oppoſe 
an Union which yourſelf firſt deſired. 


Think not, my Son, interrupted Cher- 
feg, bluſhing, chat 1 am averſe to the 
Marriage 
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Marriage of the Princeſs of Servia ; but 
important Reaſons, which I cannot yet 
communicate to you, oblige me to deter 
it's Celebration. Beſides, purſued he, 
are you certain that Mariana's Heart ſym. 
thizes with you in your Impati-ncs? 
as ſhe given you ſuch convincing; Prof 
of her Allcction, as to give you Reaion 
to flatter yourſelf with the Bcelicf that (he 
is affected with this Delay. My Lord, 
anſwered I, I ought to conceal my | lap. 

ineſs from all the World; but as I have 
— been ſenſible of your Goodnels to 
me, I ſhould think myſelf guilty of a 
Crime, in hiding from you, that the 
lovely Princeſs of Servia vouchſafes to 
ſhare both in my Impaticnce and my 
Love. 


*Tis enough, interrupted the King of 
Tilyria haſtily, I will hear no more; our 
Return to Montevero ſhall reward fo bright 
a Flame; but hope not that I will conſcnt 
to your Happineſs before that Time. At 
theſe Words, the King made me a Sign 
te go out of his Cloſct; I was inſinitely 
ſurpriz'd at this ſtrange Procedure, wherc- 
of I could by no Means comprehend the 
Reaſon; I examined my Conduct very 
carefully, and could find nothing therein, 


which could reafonably have drawn upon 
| me 
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me ſo cruel a Diſappointment; Cher 
had always loved me 19 tenderly, that 
had no Room to imagine he would have 
oppoſed my Happineis, I paſo'd the moſt 
cruel Night in the Worl:!: A thouſand 
melancholy Thoughts tormented me by 
Turns, without being able to gueſs the 
real Cauſe of my Misfortunes. In ſhort, 
my Lord, I went next Morning to diſ- 
play, before my Princets, the Deſpair 
wherewith I was torture, She conde- 
ſcended to ſhare in my Pains ; and endea- 
voured with me to find out the Rea ons 
that act uated the King of /![yria;, but our 
Enquiry was to no Purpoſe; and to 
whatever Rack we put our Imaginations, 
it was impoſſibl: for us to dive into ſuch 
an incomprehenſible Myſtery. 


Neverthelcſs, as our Affairs were not 

deſperate, and they had ſet a Term to our 
_ Happineſs, which in all probability could 
not be very long, by the Care that was 
taken to haſten our Departure, the beau- 
teous Afariana adviſed me not to ſhew 
any Reſentment. Accordingly, my Lord, 
I conſtrain'd myſelf fo perfectly well, that 
I did not let any Complaint eſcape me, 
although my Heart was pierced with 
Grief ; the Deſpot of Sepia made me ſeve- 


ral Excuſes, and laid upon Cher/eg the 
refin'd 
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refin'd Policy which actuated him upon 
this Occaſion. He promiſed me fo poi. 
tively (although with an Air of Conitraint, 
that my Marriage ſhould be concly. 
ded as ſoon. as we arrived at the Capital 
of Iih ria, that this Aſſurance reſtored 
Tranquility, in ſome meaſure, to my 
Soul. Bur, alas! how far was I from the 
Happineſs that was once deſign'd me 
Cruel Fortune was preparing to over- 
whelm me with her moſt fatal Strokes ; 
which were ſo much the more rigorous, 
as I had no Reaſon to apprehend the mor- 
tal Wound wherewith ſhe was about to 
pierce my Heart. 


I liv'd then, my Lord, in a ſeeming 
Security; I ſaw the fair Mariana as often 


as I could reaſonably deſire; that is to 


ſay, I hardly ever left her: Her Mouth, 
and her Eyes, in Concert with her Heart, 
vouchſafed to ſympathize with the Ar- 
dor of mine. All Things were prepar- 
ing for our Journey : Our Fathers ſeem'd 
to live in an Intelligence which ought to 
have been anſwerable to us for their Sin- 
- Cerity ; nevertheleſs, I perceiv'd, with 
Aſtoniſhment, that Cher/cg no longer had 
any Affection for me, but what was con- 
firain'd; he was no longer the tender 
Father, who had formerly been uſed to 

prevent 
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t my Wiſhes in every Thing which 
ain would pleaſe me: His Ca- 
reſſes were cold; Fr Embraces ſcem'd 
forc'dz even his Converfation had no 
longer that amiable Openneſs wherein 
the on of Society conliſts, I was 
ſo ſenſibly affected with this Abatement 
of his Af 
» know the Reaſon, to aſk it of the 
himſelf. Mariana approv'd of my 
pet n 1 whereupon, ſome Days before 
parture, I went to Cberſeg's Cloſet. 
The Liberty I had always had before, 
to go in without giving any Notice, made 
me believe I might ſtill do ſo ; but, good 
— what Reaſon had I to repent of 
my Imprudence ! I found the King of 
Illyria aſleep near a Table, with a Picture 


enrich'd with Diamonds, lying by him. 


I remain'd ſome Time uncertain what 


I ſhould do; Reſpect and Fear prompted 


me to withdraw; but a ſecret Impulſe, 
which I could not maſter, forc'd me to 
dive into a Myſtery, whereof, for 1 
Peace, I ought to have remained etern 
ly ignorant. In Effect, my Lord, what 
became of me, when a fatal Curioſity had 
diſcover'd to me, that *twas Mariana” - 
Picture which was ly [1 had the King? I 
cannot imagine how I Reſolution e- 
Vol. I. nough 


eckion, that I reſolv'd, in order 
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nough to keep in a Cry, which my Sur. 
pri Was near forcing from me: 
ut, in ſhort, as I was not in a Place 
where I could give myſelf up to my Re. 
flexions, I haiten'd away from this fatal 
Cloſet, ſo' overcome with Grief, that it 
was with great Difficulty I hore up un- 
der it. 

I went down then into the Palace-Gar- 
dens, without knowing which way I was 
goin to ſteer my Courſe; and I wan- 
up and down at a Venture; the 
Confuſion of my 1 prevented 
my fixing upon any Reſolution ; a Jumble 
of Misfortunes crowded into my Imagi- 
nation; and although they all tended to 
. the Loſs of Mariana, it was ſuch 
Means, ſuch ſhocking Ideas, that I ſhud- 
der'd with Fear and Horror. For, in 
mort, I no longer doubted of Cher/cy's 
Love to Mariana ; that King's Coldneſs, 
and the Princeſs's Picture, left me no 
Room to queſtion my Misfortune; ne- 
vertheleſs, my Lord, being willing to ſet 

ſome Bounds to my 8 ts, I conſult- 
ed within myſelf whether I ought to ac- 

uaint Mariana with the fatal Myſtery 
which I had juſt diſcover'd; Jealouly, 
which inſinuated itſelf into my Soul, ex- 


preſsly forbid it. What! cry'd I our, 
SHEAR quite 
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beſide myſelf, ſhall I ſerve'as an 
ear ro my Rival! Whilſt he is 
afraid of declaring himſelf, ſhall I indif- 
creetly aſſiſt his Love, by revealing it 
to the Object that inſpires it! No, no, 
purſued I, let me for ever ſtifle, with- 
in my Heart, ſuch dan 
My Princeſs will hear but too ſoon, the 
barbarous Sentence of my Death. 


As I utter'd theſe laſt Words, I felt 
myſelf pull'd by the Arm ; and turning 
haſt ow Mariana, who having per- 
ccd me going down into che Gardens, 
— to know what had been the Succeſs 
of my Converſation, with the King of 
Mſlyria, I was fo ſurpriz'd at her accoſt- 
ing me, that I could not — changing 
Colour, and turning red and pale ſuc- 
ceſſively. 1 — for fear ſhe had 
heard what Deſpair had juſt made me 
ſay. ' Hereupon the Princeſs, who ob- 
ſerv'd my Trouble, ſtopt ſhort, and 
looking upon me ſtedfaſtly; What do I 
ſee, Cherſeg, ſaid ſhe, — 9 ariſes the 
Diſorder which I diſcover in you? What 
can have cauſed this Perturbation in your 
Mind? In ſhort, what ought I to think 


of the Deſpair which I fee painted in 
our Countenance. Speak, purſued ſhe, 


command * by the Power Love 
gives 


, A 


* 
> 
„ 


” 
Ty 4 8 1 * 
2 þ < RY " 


Secrets : 


——— PL A 4A 
— — on — . rn 


XN 


* 


WY 
COONS, 


* 


„ 


* 
n 


X. 


* as * 
* 1 * o 4 
= - 1 , 
* „ ar 4 IK; 
4 * * 4+ *% 1 * CY 


— 


Toe The Adventures of 


= me over your Heart ; what new 
sfortune is it that I am to apprehend ? 
Have our Fathers broken the Treaty of 
Alliance wherein they were engag'd to 
each other? Do they diſapprove of our 
Marriage? Tell me, I ſay once more; 
tis leaving me too long in a Doubt which 
Kills me. | 


Ah! Princeſs, cry'd I, interrupting 

her, and ſhedding ſome Tears, which ! 
could not reſtrain; What is it you aſk 
me? Leave the fatal Secret in my Breaſt, 
and ſeek not to dive into all the Horror 
of my Deſtiny. Content yourſelf with 
knowing that the Prince of Ih ria adores 
you, and that if he is obliged to renounce 
the Hopes of poſſeſſing you, his Death 
will prove to you how great was the Ex- 
ceſs of his Love. Having thus ſaid, I 
walk'd away precipitately from the lovely 
Mariana; I knew her Power, and my 
own Weakneſs; and I rightly judg'd that 
it was only by Flight i could conceal 
from her a Myſtery, which it was of the 
utmoſt Importance to me to keep ſaſe 
lock'd from her. 


Judge, my Lord, how great the A- 
Roniſhment of the Princeſs muſt be; this 
odd Behaviour ought doubtleſs to have 


inform'd 
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nform'd her as much as my Tongue 
could poſſibly have done: However ir 
was, I withdrew to my Apartment ſo 
much diſturb'd, that I ſhould have ex- 
cited Pity, even in my Rival. I form'd 
divers Reſolutions, which overthrew one 
another ; at laſt I came to this Determi- 
nation which. Prudence ſeem'd to inſpire ; 
I reſolv'd to conceal my Misfortune. No 
Body had ſeen me 7 into King of !lyria's 
Cloſet ; or, at leaſt, this Viſit ſeem'd of 
no Conſequence ; wherefore I could eaſily 
make as if I was ignorant of my own 
Fate, and his Paſſion : Accordingly, be- 


ing willing to conform myſelf exactly to 
my Scheme, I went next Morning to wait 


upon Cherſeg. 


He receiv'd me with the ſame Cold- 
neſs which had ſo much alarm'd me, of 
the Cauſe whereof I could have wiſh'd to 
have been ſtill ignorant, at the Expence 
of all the Blood in my Veins. He only 
told me that our Journey to Montevero was 
hx'd upon in three Days: This Aſſu- 
rance, which had overjoy'd me ſome Days 
before, now ſtruck me with a mortal 
Sorrow ; a ſecret Foreboding ſeem'd to 
warn me of the Fate that attended me 
there ; I pretended however to be pleas'd 
therewith, and quitted him without gi- 
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ving him Suſpicion of the Anguiſh 
that —＋＋ my Soul. From — 
F went to the A nt of Mariana; 1 
had had Time to ate my Anſwer, 
and intended to have aſſured her, that the 
Diſorder wherein ſhe had ſeen me the 
Day before, proceeded only from Cher. 
s having ſhown himſelf ſo averſe to 
the Concluſion of our Marriage. 


But the Condition wherein I found her, 
quite overthrew my Reſolution ; ſhe was 


lying negligently upon a Couch, with 
her Eyes bath'd in Tears, and holding 


in her Hands a Paper, which ſeem'd to 


be the Cauſe of her Deſpair. In Effect, 
my Lord, it was ſo; I advanc'd trem- 
bling towards the Princeſs, and falling 
on my Knees near her Couch ; beauteous 
Mariana, ſaid I, may not I preſume to 
enquire, in my Turn, what is the Occa- 
gon of your Grief? Cannot I aſſwage it? 
And cannot the ious Tears which | 
fee you ſhed, be dry'd up by a Lover 
who adores you ? 


Ah! Prince, interrupted Mariana, 
mournfally, give yourfelf no longer a 
Title which will ſoon be fatal to you; 
eile your Love, or, at leaſt, conceal it 
for ever from the Eyes of a formidable 


Rival. 
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Rival. Was this then, cry'd ſhe, the 
dreadful Secret which you endeavour'd to 
hide from me? The King of Iihria a- 
dores me ; I have every _ to appre- 
hend from his Love and Fury. Juſt 
Heavens! muſt our barbarous iny 
be always croſs'd by the Authors of our 
Birth! And muſt our Duty and Nature 
hinder us from murmuring at their Ty- 
ranny ! : $3 


Is it certain then, Madam, interrupt- 
ed I, that the King of /{yria's Paſſion 
has already broke through all Reſtraints ? 
The cruel Prince will tear your Heart 
from me; he has diſcover'd his Senti- 
ments to you; and 'tis that fatal Letter 
which is the Interpreter of my Misfor- 
tune. Alas! I was but too well aflured 
of his Love. I acquainted Mariana then 
with what had happen'd to me in the 
King's Cloſet ; but as I had not yet ſeen 
his Letter, the Princeſs gave it into my 
Hands, and I read as follows. 
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To the beauteous MARIANA. 


I Can no longer keep Silence, divine Prin- 
ceſs, my Love can no longer ſupport the 
Curb that reftrains it; "tis Time my Paſſion 
Jhould blaze out, and appear before you : It 
| is too ardent to be confin'd, I know that 
ibis raſh Confeſſion of my Love will ſoon ma bo 
you bate a Prince that adores you ; and your 
Action for the Son, will redouble your Di/. 
dain for the unfortunate Father, But, beau- 
teous Mariana, pity rather than inſul! me; 
it bas. not been without the mot violent 
2 that my Heart bas yielded you th: 
Vidtory; jour triumphant Charms have 
brought both Reaſon and Nature under Sub- 
jeltion to them. Would to God that the ſame 
Charms, which, at their Will, can make my 
Happineſs or Misfortumes, may always leave 
me the Power of preſerving my Innocence 
and my Virtue ! But, alas! bow do 1 fear 
1 ſhall not be able to maſter my Tranſport: : 

J am ſenſible that the Name of Rival will 
foon make me forget that of Father ; perbaps 
that my Love will even triumph over the ten- 
der Affection that Nature uſed to inſpire : 

Think upon this cb Mariana, and /pare 
me the Horror of joy "roaring ſo contrary 10 
my Glory: — I know to what Exce/s 
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my Heart may tranſport me, if the unfor- 
tunate King of Illyria cannot have the Hap- 


pineſs 10 pleaſe the adorable Mariana: In 


that Caſe I ſhould be capable of doing any 

ing, and the Blood of a too bappy Rival, 
ſhould revenge the ſlighted Love of the un- 
fortunate | 


CHERSEG.. 


I confeſs, my Lord, that I was extreme- 
ly ſurpriz'd at a Letter ſo imperious and 

eatning; I could not have imagined 
that one ought to ſpeak — at 
the firſt aration. 


What are we not to expect, my charm- 
ing Princeſs, ſaid I, returning her the 
Letter! The King of /ilyria, whom I 
dare no longer call Father, begins to diſ- 
cover his Paſſion to you, like a formid- 
able Tyrant : I loſe you, divine Ma- 
riana, purfued I, prefſing one of her 
Hands between mine, and I loſe you with- 
out any Remedy, ſince 'tis with a Father 
that I muſt diſpute you. Juſt Heavens! 
What can I do, continu'd I ſighing! 
Muſt I renounce the only Hope that pro- 
long'd my Life, or ought 
Claim which Love makes ſo invaluable. 
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Let us not yet Deſpair, my dear Prince, 
interrupted Mariana; perhaps Melf be 
will not conſent to the King of Ih ria'; 
unjuſt Pretenſions; but, let what will 
happen, I can anſwer for my own Sen- 
timents; my Heart can never change; 
it is repo eſs'd in your Favour, and 

be ſo till Death; depend upon my 


will 
Affection, whatſoever Violence is uſed 
to me; I can die, but I can never ceaſe 
to love you. 


Ah! 'my Lord, what Pleaſure did I 
feel at this amiable A ſſurance of my Fe- 
licity ; I endeavour'd to expreſs it by the 
molt lively Tranſports; I vow'd a thou- 
ſand and a thouſand Times to my Prin- 
ceſs, an eternal Paſſion; alas! I kee 
but too punctually my fatal Oaths, whil 
the ungrateful Mariana has violated her's 


for ever. In ſhort, my Lord, not to 


ſtand upon Circumſtances, which are at- 
fecting only to myſelf, I ſhall content 
myſelf with telling you, that we agreed 
that the Princeſs ſhould not avoid ſpeak- 
ing to the ng of I[ilyria ; that ſhe ſhould 
ule all ſorts of Means to recal Genero- 
ſity and Reaſon, to his diſorder'd Mind; 
and that, in ſhort, if he perſiſted in his 
unjuſt Pretenſions, ſhe ſhould aſſure 0 

that 
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that he would incur her Hatred to the 
laſt 


„if he did not entirely re- 


After this 2828 I — to my 
Apartment a little more com z not 
chat I hop'd that my Father would ch 

his Mind, but that I was at leaſt flatter d 
with the Princeſs's tender Proteſtations : 
Indeed I had need of their Support to 
help me bear the Misfortunes that threat- 
me. In the mean while, I arm'd 
myſelf with Reſolution, I conceal'd my 
Deſpair, and I ſtif*d my Complaints, 
being juſtly ap chenſive that the Ki 
of Iilyria woul believe that Mariana 
intruſted me with the Secret of his Love. 
affected therefore an Air of Tranqui- 
lity which effectually deceived him; I am 
. that the little Confidence he ima- 
gined the Princeſs had repoſed in me on 
this Occaſion, redoubled his Hopes. 
However it was, he expreſs'd more Af- 
feftion to me than uſual z he told me that 
I muſt prepare myſelf to ſet out the 
next Day for Montevero, and that all was 
— our Departure. Accordingly, 
my Lord, all the Court did remove, and 
whatever Pains I took to ſpeak to the 
Princeſs, I could never meet with an 
Opportunity: I could only read it in her 
F 6 Eyes, 
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Eyes, that the King of 7ilyria. had not as 
yet explain'd himſelf; it was but during 
this Journey that he was ſo bold as to 
do it openly. 


We were all on Horſeback, and ſerv'd 
as a Guard to the two Princeſſes, who 
were in one Chariot; but ſcarcely had 
we advanc'd two Days Journey from 
Caſtoria, but Cherſeg feign'd ſuch a vio- 
lent Ilineſs, that the Queen was oblig'd 
to offer him a Place by her. My Father 
did not ſuffer himſelf to be much intrea- 
ted 3 he had too much Intereſt in ac- 
ting it: As for me, my Lord, I was 
ſeiz'd with ſuch an exceſſive Grief, that 
it was with the greateſt Difficulty imagi- 
nable, I could diſguiſe my Sentiments ; 
I eafily perceiv'd that the Queen's Pre- 
ſence could not prevent a Declaration 
which was to make me miſerable. 


I judg'd but too rightly on this Occa- 
fion 3. Cberſeg did not conſtrain himſelf, 
but ſpoke to her of his. Paſſion, with all 
poſſible Vehemence. I could not indeed 
overhear him, but, advancing to the 
Chariot-Doors, I judg'd by his Actions, 
what his Love prompted him to ſay. 
How unhappy is a Lover to ſee his Ri- 
val with her he loves, without _ 

cither 
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either to interrupt him, or to complain 
Judge, if you pleaſe, of my Impauence, 
and my Anguiſh. In vain did I endea- 
your to recal my Reaſon, in Order ta 
ſurmount a Diſorder which might eaſily 
be obſerved; an involuntary Motion 
drew me always towards the Chariot, as if 
I could, by my Preſence, have interrupted 
the Sequel of a Converſation which made 
me tremble. 


I paſs'd this firſt Day's Journey then, 
fluctuating between Deſpair and Keaſon ; 
I flatter'd myſelf, at leaſt, that next 
Day I ſhould not be expoſed to this bar- 

barous Conſtraint ; but Cberſeg continuing 

ſtill: to pretend to be indiſpos'd, perſiſt- 
ed in fitting by Mariana, till his Arrival 
at Montevero. 


During this whole Time it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to ſpeak to the Princeſs ; her 
Looks alone ſeem'd to afſure me that 
ſhe was no leſs affected than myſelf with 
my juſt Sorrow: How eaſily do we flat- 
ter ourſelves when we love ! I durſt have 
been poſitive that Mariana ſuffer'd as 
much by the Perſecution ſhe underwent 
from the King of Ih ria, as ſhe did by 
the Agony wherein ſhe ſaw me; but, 
" Juſt Heavens! how far was I from ima- 


gining 
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ining the fatal Truth! My perfidious 
Princeſs ſuffer*d herſelf to be dazzled by 
the Splendor of a Crown, and has pre. 
cipitated me, by her Inconſtancy, into 
the Abyſs of Misfortunes wherein you 
now ſee me. 


Nevertheleſs, my Lord, not being able, 
nor even daring to ſuſpect her of ſuch an 
Infidelity, I underwent Tortures which 
can only be known by the Wretches who 
have felt them. I could not find one ſingle 
Moment to entertain Mariana ; the King 
of Mhria hardly ever left her; and when 
ſome Affairs did call him from her, Ml. 
pbe came and ſupply*d his Place; and by 
his cold and reſerv'd Behaviour, depriv'd 
me of any Opportunity of ſpeaking to 
he Princeſs his Daughter ; which ſhew'd 
me plainly enough that Cher/eg had gain'd 
him over to his Intereſt, 1 / that there 
was no longer any Hopes for the unfortu- 
nate Prince of /llyria. 


In this Manner we arriv'd at Montevero; 
and the very ſame Night as I was going 
to Bed, I found in my Cloaths a ſcal'd 
Note, with the Writing whereof I was 
not acquainted, and whoſe Purport was 
to this Effect, 


LETTER. 
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OU need not doubt, my dear Prince, 
but I bave been ſenſible of all your Trou - 
Me, and even bade fympathiz'd therein ; your 
Apprebenfions were but too well Foun, 
fince the King of Illyria bas indeed declared 
bis Paſſion to me; but, Cherſeg, you know 
my Heart, nothing ſhall be able to triumph 
over the Conftancy of 


MARIANA. 


This Note reſtored me to Life; I 
kiſs'd a thouſand Times this precious 
Pledge of my Princeſs's Fidelity. Alas 
never did Lover better deſerve to have 
had her Actions correſponded therewith, 
fince nothing has been able to make me 
change my Sentuments ; I have always a- 
dored Mariana, and, as falſe as ſhe is, 
I am ſenſible that my Love will accom- 
pany me to my Grave. 


The next Morning after our Arrival, 
the King of Ih ria ſent for me into his 
Cloſet; and after having ordered every 


Body our, look'd upon me ſome Time 
without 
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without ſpeaking a Word, as if to con. 
fider what to ſay, after which he accoſted 
me almoſt in theſe Terms. 


You know, Prince, ſaid he, that ] 
have always lov'd you with an extreme 
Tenderneſs, I have even Reaſon to flat. 
ter myſelf that you have made a ſuitable 
Return, but, my Son, you muſt now 

ve me a convincing Proof thereof, which 
is a thouſand Times more deas-to me than 
the Life and Liberty you. have reſtored 
to me. I adore the Princeſs of Servia; 
nothing can rend this Paſſion from my 
Heart; you muſt reſign her; to me Cher. 


ſeg, continued he, there is no Extremity to 


which I ſhould not be prompted, if your 
Obſtinacy ſhould equal my Love. . 

me not then, by a raſh Reſiſtance, to make 
you know that the Name of Father is a 
vain Title, which cannot counterbalance 
the Horror which a Rival creates in a 


Heart. I expect this Sacrifice from you, 
purſued he, and hope to owe it leſs to 


the Fear which a Father, a Rival, and a 
Maſter, may inſpire, than to the Aﬀection 
and Submiſſion which Nature ought to in- 
ſtil into your Breaſt. 


As I had long expected this Speech, I 
was not ſo much ſurpriz'das I muſt * 
* 
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viſe have been; wherefore, looking upon 
the King with Reſpect, but at the ſame 
Time with Reſolution, my Lord, ſaid I, 
your Majeſty is Maſter of my Life, and 
may, at pleaſure, let out the Blood which 
flows in my Veins through your Means; 
but I ſhould be unworthy of the Honour I 
have to belong to you, and belie the ten- 
der Love I bear Mariana, if Menaces 
could terrify me. You may indeed, my 
Lord, exerciſe at your Will upon me 
the Power of a Father, the Authority of 
a Maſter, and the Animoſity of a Rival; 
the firſt of theſe Titles will prevent my 
murmuring againſt the Severity of the 
other two; but to my laſt Gaſp I will 
love the Princeſs, and nothing can make 
me yield up a Happineſs, which I cannot 
buy too dear with the Loſs of my Life. 
Determine then, my Lord, continued I, 
theſe are my Sentiments ; do not ſpare a 
Criminal who glories in his Crime, and 
whom nothing can move, but the Infide- 
lity of her he adores. 


Having thus ſaid, with a great deal 
of Vehemence, I held my Tongue ; 
whereupon the King, looking upon me 
with all the Marks of a moſt violent 
Rage; well then, ungrateful Son, an- 
ſwered he, thy Wiſhes ſoon be grant- 
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ed; I will quickly make thee feel all the 
Horror which Jealouſy is capable of in- 
iring ; thou ſhalt ſoon ſee me poſſeſz 
Princeſs, and I delay thy Puniſhment 
2 to make thee witneſs of my Happi. 
n 


At theſe Words Cher/eg call'd the Cap- 
tain of his Guards, and commanded him 
to conduct me to the Caſtle of Montevero; 
Barbarian, cry'd I out, as I left him, think 
not to triumph over my Courage, nor to 
have my Eyes witneſſes of thy Tyranny ; 
my Death ſhall prevent both thy Cruel- 
ty and my Shame. Having thus ſaid, I 
haſten'd, like one in Deſpair, out of his 
Cloſet, and follow'd the Captain of the 
Guards, who, by his Order, condutted 
me to an obſcure Chamber, under a good 
ſtrong Guard, I ſhall not ſtand, my 
Lord, to tell you what was my Condt- 
tion at that diſmal Moment; you may 
eaſily imagine that never Fury was equal 
to mine: I was three Days without hear- 
ing a Word of any Body; after which I 
ſaw the Deſpoi of Scrvia enter my Room. 
Prince, ſaid he, your Fate touches me 
\ fenſibly ; I muſt own that you have Rea- 
fon to complain, but can you reſiſt a 
ſuperior Power? I could not bear up 
againſt it myſelf, and have conſented, al- 


moſt 


Prince AK AY A. 1153 


noſt againſt my Will to the Marriage of 
the King of [iyria and Mariana. 


o Heavens! cried I out precipitate] 
it poſſible my Lord Led, they — would 
love violated your Promiſes ? "What, do 
pw conſent to my _— and that of the 
els your Daughter? Think not fo, 
Cherſeg, ace kate I ſhould never 
have granted Mariana to the King of 
Illyria, if ſhe had not reſign'd herſelf 
up to that Prince's Love, and the Splen- 
dor of a Throne. Stop, De/pot of Servia, 
nterrupted I haſtily ; Fink not to per- 
fwade me that the Princeſs has violated her 
Oaths; I know her too well to believe her 
Heart capable of a ſhameful Inconſtancy : 
know not what are her real Sentiments, 
rephed Meziphe coldly ; but Appearances 
are not very favourable to you; ſince in 
four Days, at fartheſt, ſhe is to give her 
Hand to the King your Father. 


Beſides, continued he, ſhe has made 
no Secret of all that paſſed between you 
at Caſtoria; ſhe«has informed us of your 
Surprize on finding Cberſeg a-ſleep in his 
Cloſet, with her Picture lying by him. 
We have been told, by Mariana, how 
great your Confuſion was on her aſki 
you, in the Palace Gardens, the 
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of your Converſation with- the King of 
Jllyria ; neither are we ignorant of the 
render Proteſtations ſhe made to you in 
her own Apartment, the Evening before 
our Departure. In ſhort, what ſhall ! 
ſay more to you? She has acquainted us 
with the Note which ſhe got lipt into 
your Pocket the Day that we arrived at 
Montevero, wherein ſhe gave you Notice 
of Cberſeg's having declared his Love to 
her, and at the ſame Time vow'd an eter- 
nal Conſtancy to you. 


During the Rapidity of this Speech, 1 
felt a deadly Poiſon inſinuate itſelf into 
my Veins, and from thence diffuſe itlelf 
in an Inſtant all over my Heart. Juſt 
God ! cried I out trembling, is it poſſible 
that the unjuſt Mariana ſhould contribute 
| likewiſeto the making my Life miſerable ! 
Is it by this fatal Recompenſe that ſhe 
requites the tendereſt Love that ever en- 
tered the Heart of Man! Tis enough, 
my Lord, purſued I, turning to the 
Deſpot of Servia, I can hear no more; the 
only Hope that is left me is, that being 
uſed to the blackeſt of Treaſons, you 
may likewiſe have been capable of inven- 
— this ſhocking Tale. Having thus 
faid, I would have walked away, but my 
Stength failing me on a ſudden, I fell in 

| a Swoon 
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z Swoon at the Feet of the unworth 
Deſpot of Servia, who, no Doubt, took 
Delight in the barbarous Pleaſure, of ha- 
ring ſtabb'd a Dagger to my Heart. 


Some Time I remained in this Con- 
dition, too happy in not feeling the 
Anguiſh which my Return to Life gave 
me. On my coming to myſelf, I found 
myſelf in my Bed, and my Guards ve- 
ry buſy in endeavouring to relieve me; 
I even obſerved that one of them ſeemed 
more moved with my Diſtreſs than the 
reſt ; I was not miſtaken, for having told 
them that I wanted Reſt, this Guard drew 
near my Bed when his Comrades were at 
ſome Diſtance; my Lord, ſaid he, I am 
ſo ſenſibly moved with your Misfortunes, 
that at the Hazzard of my Life, I will 
find ſome Means to convince you of my 
Zeal for your Service; command me, 
my Prince, continued he, and, let the 
Danger be what it will to which I ex- 
poſe myſelf, I will do any thing to give 
you Eale. | 


Friend, anſwered I, thy good Will 
ſhall not go unrewarded, and if Fate per- 
mits me ever to be again in a Condition 
to be ſerviceable to thee, thou mayꝰſt de- 
pend upon my Gratitude. It is not that 
mean Thought which binds me to you, 

replied 
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replied the Guard, tis Pity alone that in. 
Cites me to ſerve you; but, my Prince, 
what can I do, and what Service muſt | 
render you? Well then, dear Friend, in. 
terru I, ſince thou wilt concern thy. 
ſelf for my Welfare, ** in the City 
what is ſaid of Cberſeg's Marriage, whe. 
ther it is actually to be concluded, and 
whether the ungrateful Mariana can re. 
ſolve upon this Infidelity. Do one Thing 
more, continued 1, bring me wherewith 
to write to my perjured Princeſs, and 

omiſe to deliver into her Hands what 

ve and Deſpair ſhall dictate, 


The Guard promiſed all 1 deſired, and 
faithfully kept his Word; I ſaw him re- 
turn that very Night with the Things 
which I had ordered him to procure me; 
but, alas! the News he brought me pier- 
ced me entirely to the Heart. He told 
me then, that the Preparations for the 
Marriage I ſo much dreaded were making 
with abundance of Splendor ; that no- 
thing elſe was talked of at Montevero, and 
that he had ſeen the Princeſs walking 
with the King of Illyria, magnificently 
dreſſed; that, nevertheleſs, he had ob- 
ſerv'd in her Eyes a languiſhing Air, which 
ſeem'd to teſtify both her Grief and her 
Conſtraint. 

T his 
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This Obſervation renew'd my Hopes 
n ſome Meaſure ; wherefore I thanked 
the Guard for his Care in taking Notice 
of whatever could pleaſe me, and, with- 
out any longer 2 took Pen in Hand, 
and wrote to Mariana as follows. 


The Prince of 1/lyria to the Adorable 
MARIANA. 


H AT bave 4 beard, my char- 

ming Princeſs * They ſay that every 
Ting is preparing for your Marriage with 
the King of Illyria, and that your Heart i is, 
a laſt, lifpoſed to fe 2 me. I could never 
bave ſupported this News without dying with 
Grief, bad I not hoped that our 2 
made uſe of this Artifice io ſet us at Variance, 
and cauſe my Deatb. Diſpel my Fears, beau- 
tens Mariana; who can bave informed the 
Deſpot of Servia of divers particulars, which 
be has froorn to me that be bad only from 
you Ougbt I to ſuſpeft you of Perfidy ? 
Mut I believe you falſe? Ab! don't defer 
reſtoring me to Life, or haſtening my Death: 
T can bear up againit every Thing ; my Cou- 
rage is Proof againft the common Accidents 


of Life ; but I am fully ſenſible that I ſhould 


conjure 


fink under your Inconſtancy. Once again T 
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conjure you, my adcrable Princeſs, vouchſaf: 
R to deliver me from a Doubi = 74 
kills ne; if you leave me therein any Time 
longer, the cruel Anguiſh which preys upon 
me, will ſoon end the Days of the Unfortu. 
Aale 


Prince of 1llyria. 


Having finiſhed this Letter, I gave it 
to my Guard, who 2 me to deli- 
ver it punctually to the Princeſs. I waited 
the Event with an Impatience which is 


natural to Lovers, but was two Days 


without ſeeing him, and began to fear 
that he had been ſurprized in attempting 
to do me a good Office; but at laſt, a- 
bout the middle of the third Night, I 
ſaw him enter my Apartment, by the 
— of a Taper which I had left on pur- 
pole on this Account. He drew near 
my Bed with Precipitation; Here, Prince, 


ſaid he, giving me a Letter, it was not 


without Difficulty that I could get to 
ſpeak to Mariana; ſhe even heſitated 
ſome Time before ſhe anſwered me, but, 
at laſt, ſhe gave me this Letter with her 
own Hands. Having thus ſaid, the Soldier 
haſtened away from me, and, locking 
my Chamber-Door, left me at Liberty 
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to read the Princeſs's Letter, which was 
to this Effect. 


MARIAN A to the Prince of [/{yria. 
2 F me, dear Prince, 
and what can I anſwer? Alas! it 
is but too true that I am falſe to you. But, 
bow many Sighs and Tears does this pretended 
Infidelity col me? Think not that the Luſtre 
* Crown could bave ſeduced my Heart, I 
ave always loved you, and fear that, not- 
withſtanding my Duty, I ſhan't belp loving 
you all my Life; but, in ſhort, I muſt yield; 
it is only by the Gift of my Hand that jj can 
ſecure your Life. I am going then to 10 
Altar, like an unfortunate Vifttim, but no- 
thing can counterbalance the Horror of ſee 
15 you fall under the Strokes of Fealouſy. 
arew:l then, dear Prince, think no more 
of me ; Duty condemns us to Silence, and 
conſider that Mariana neither can, nor 
ought, to retain any tender Sentiments for 
the Son of a Huſband, whom Reaſon and 


— will perhaps one Day make ber 


MARIANA, 


F Vor, I. G Althoꝰ 
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Altho* this Letter was tender, and had 


A 1 Appearance, as it was ſtill to 
loſe my Princeſs, 1 was ſo Thunder. 


ſtruck at the reading it, that I cannot 
expreſs to you, my Lord, the Condition 
wherein I then was. I lay motionleſs, 
nt #8 bn ln than 


fame Object, without being able to take 
them off, or to diſcern what was before 


them : In a Word, I was like thoſe Sta- 
tues which want only Speech to come up 
to Nature. 


Above two Hours did J continue in 
this cruel Situation; Alas! if my Princeſs 
could have been Witneſs of my Anguiſh, 
ſhe would undoubtedly have been moved 
with the dreadful Torments ſhe cauſed ; 
We, in ſhort, far from thinking myſelf 

obliged to her for ſacrificing herſelf to 
preſerve my Life, I accuſed her of In. 
13 * Perfidy ; I did not in the 

ſt doubt but the Royal Dignity had 
at laſt ſeduced her Heart; and I ſhould 
a thouſand times rather have choſen to 
have died and known her faithful, than 
to have lived and been a Witneſs of her 


Falſhood. 


all cheſe fatal Thoughts tortured my 
Niet by Turns; but, "7 Lord, why 
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do I endeavour to give you an Idea of a 
State that is incomprehenſible ; I ought 
to paſs over in Silence what I cannot re- 
preſent, and only tell you that I paſſed 
the Night like a Madman. I compared 
this Letter with that which Mariana had 
written to me ſome Days before; the 
Hand ſeem'd the ſame, and I no longer 
doubted of my Miſery. Next Day my 
Guard came to receive my Orders, and 
was aſtoniſhed at the wild Look which 
he obſerved in my Eyes. What do I 
ſee, Prince, ſaid he, am I ſo unhappy 
as to have contributed to the Trouble 
that is viſible in your Countenance? Has 
the ungrateful Mariana employed me on 
an unwelcome Errand. Tis done, Friend, 
interrupted I, the barbarous Princeſs a- 
bandons me irrecoverably ; and altho' 
ſhe would fain cover her Inconſtancy 
under falſe Pretences, all I now deſire 
is to die in her Preſence, that my Blood 
may reproach her with her Injuſtice : 
Conſider then, purſued I, whether thou 
can'ſt do me this laſt Service; get me 
out of this fatal Place; I will give thee 
all that Remains of a pretty ſplendid 
Fortune, if thou wilt enable me to 


and expire at the Feet of the faithlcls 
Mariana. 


G 2 


121 'The Adventures of 
What you defire of me, anſwered the 
Guard, after having conſidered ſome 
Time, ſeems to me extreamly difficult; 
but, in ſhort, if I ſhould be ſo fortunate 
as to be able to effect it, what Advantage 
can you reap from thence? To morrow 
the perjured Princeſs is to be married 
to the King of HMhyria; think you that you 
can prevent ſuch a melancholy Ceremo- 
ny? Ah! my Lord, rather avoid ſuch a 
cruel Sight, and if you would obtain 
your Liberty, let it be to fly from ſuch In- 
gratitude to the utmoſt End of the Earth. 


No, no, dear Friend, ſaid I interrupt- 
ing him, I will neither fly, nor prolong 
my Life; I ſhould, doubtleſs, have end- 
ed it before now, if the Hopes of letting 
out my Blood before the Princeſs's Face 
had not reſtrained me. Conſider then on 
the Means to render me this important 
Service; if thou can'ſt not effect it, be 
aſſured that my Death ſhall ſoon follow 
thy Refuſal, or thy want of Power. Well 
then, my Lord, anſwered the Guard at 
laſt, I am going to endeavour to ſatisfy 

ou ; having thus ſaid, he left me, and 
I waited the Effects of his Promiſe with as 
much Impatience, as if my Welfare and 
Happineſs had depended thereon. I felt 
A ſecret Pleaſure in diſturbing Mariana's 
3 3 Marriage, 
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Marriage, tho' by ſpilling the laſt Drop of 
my Blood ; and AY —— myſelf, chat 


this terrible Sight 8 the Con» 
clufion of theſe Nupti 


I was buried in theſe Reflexions when 
my Guard returned, and aſſured me that 
he had at laſt found the Means to ſuborn 
one of his Comrades; and that next Day, 
during the Hurry which would be occa- 
ſioned by the Ceremony of the King's 
Marriage, he would favour my Eſcape 
from the Tower where I was confined. 
This Aſſurance gave me all the Pleaſure 
which I was capable of feeling ; I thank- 
ed him eagerly, and after having given 
him ſome effectual Marks of my Grati- 
tude, I diſmiſſed him, delighted with the 
Hopes of my Deſign's being fatally ſuc- 
ceſsful. 


In effet, my Lord, the next Evening, 
when Night began to appear, the Guard 
entered my Chamber, and having made 
me change Cloaths, let me down a Pair 
of back Stairs which brought me to the 
Foot of the. Caſtle. The Soldier leaving 
me in this Place, I advanced trembling - 
towards the Cathedral of Montevero, where 
I found a vaſt Concourſe of People, which 

aſſured me bur too well of the cr 
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of my Misſortune. As I was diſguiſed, 
t Care not to be diſcovered, 


and took g 
1 N tho“ with great Difficulty, 


to the Foot of the Altar, without meect- 
ing with any one who knew me: There it 
was that I waited the coming of my per- 
Jared Princeſs. 


Wich how many Reflexions was I then 
tortured! Whar melancholy Thoughts 
poſſeſs'd my Mind ! What Clouds of Hor- 
rors ſeiz?d upon my Soul! The Idea of 
Death ſtruck not my Imagination with 
any Thing ſo dreadful, as the Falſhood 
whereof I ſuſpected Mariana to be guilty. 


In ſhort, my Lord, not to prolong a 
Relation which would tire you, I faw thc 
King of 1ſlyria's Guards enter the Church, 
and ſoon after that Prince himſelf appear- 
ed, accompanied with the Deſpot of Ser- 
via, and my faithleſs Princeſs. Art had 
contributed ro the fetting off her natura 
Beauty; her Cloaths, and her lovely Hair 
were embelliſhed with Diamonds ; bur [ 
took but little Notice of the Charms 
wherewith ſhe dazzled every Eye: A 
deadly trembling ſeiz'd on every Joint; 
and I had all rhe Difficulty imaginable to 
t the better of my Surprize. Neverthe- 
ſs Reaſon, or, to ſpeak more properly, 


| Deſpair, 
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Deſpair, hindered me from diſcovering 

myſelf as yet; I waited till chis fatal Ce- 

2 was upon the Point of being con- 
uded. 


I ſaw Cberſeg then approach the Altar, 
leading the unjuſt Mariana by the Hand 
the Patriarch went up to them, and was 
juſt going to unite them by an ind iſſoluble 
Tie, when, breaking thro* the Crowd, 
I made myſelf known, and drawing my 
Sword, ſtop Barbarians, cry'd I out ; this 
auguſt Ceremony cannot be ſolemnized 
without a Victim's being offered thereat z 
tis my Blood which muſt confirm the 
Happineſs of theſe two Lovers. Receive 
it then, crue! Man! continued I, addreſ- 
ſing myſelf to Cherſeg, I ſacrifice to thy 
Felicity a Life which would ceaſe to be 
innocent if I ſhould prolong it's Courſe : 
And thou, too inhuman Princeſs, added 
I, looking on Mariana, ſce how tranſcen- 
dent my Love was, by the fatal Extrava- 
gance to which it tranſports me: Having 
thus ſaid, I plunged my Sword in my 
\ Breaſt, and fell, weltring in Blood, at the 
Feet of the faithleſs Mariana. 


I will not pretend to tell you, my Lord, 
what paſs'd after this tragical Adventure, 


my Swooning * my ** 
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all that I can remember is, that at the 
End of ſome Time, being entirely come 
to myſelf, I found myſelf in an Apart - 


ment that was unknown to me, with fe- 


veral Surgeons who were very buſy in 
probing my Wound, the chief of whom 
affirm'd that it was neither mortal nor 
dangerous. I was not in the leaſt affected 
with an Aſſurance, which reſtored me to 
Life in ſpite of myſelf; my firſt Care 
was to enquire of the Conclufion of the 
King of Whyria's Marriage, They told 
me that it was not yet ſolemniz'd, and 
that my Deſpair had interrupted the 
Ceremony. T1 own to * my Lord, 
that at this News, I felt ſome Rays of 
Hope revive within ; it was even owing 
to this that I did not at all oppoſe my 


Cure, and that ſome Days after I had no 


Fever, and was almoſt out of Danger. 


Nevertheleſs, I ſaw no Body in whom 
I could repoſe any Confidence, they an- 
ſwered me only' with Evaſions, and, al- 
though I was ſerv'd with Reſpect, I ſoon 
found that I was carefully guarded. In 
ſhort, as I recover'd daily, I found my- 
ſelf, in a little Time, in a Condition to 
leave my Bed. Some Days after, about 
Midnight, I ſaw ſeveral Perſons enter my 


| Room, who were wholly unknown to 


me; 


322 0. r n 


— 


13 1 ” ae a Br to. £6 


Prince JAKAYA. 129 


me; they pray'd me reſpectfully to fol- 
low them, which I did without Heſita- 
tion, and even without deſiring to en- 
quire to what Place they intended to 
conduct me: The moſt cruel Events 
were become ſo indifferent to me, that I 
never troubled myſelf about ſecuring my- 
ſelf from them. | 


I placed myſelf then, with three of them, 
in a Chariot, drawn by ſix fleet Horſes, 
which travell'd at a very great Rate. Some 
Leagues from Montevero, we found Re- 
lays, which conducted us to others tflat 
were poſted upon the Road, in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that we made an incredible Speed, 
without my being able to comprehend 
what Way we were going, nor into what 
Country they were about to conduct me}. 
my Guides, following doubtleſs their In- 
ſtructions, took no Care to inform me. 


Should I offer to repreſent to you, my 
Lord, what I thought during ſuch a preci- 
pitate Journey, I ſhould, no doubt, tref- 
paſs upon your Patience; Rage and De- 
ſpair never leſt my Soul one Moment, 
and during three Days and Nights that 
we were travelling, I thought leſs on the 
Place where this prodigious Career was- 
to end, than on the dreadful Misfortune 
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to which I had been an Eye Witneſs. 
Nevertheleſs 1 flatter d myſelf ſome 
Times, that, in Effect, Mariana being 
moved with my Condition, and with the 
Extremity to which ſhe had reduced me, 
would never conſent to marry the Kin 
of Myria; my being ſent away itſelf? 
ſeem'd to me a Proof of her Conſtancy, 
fince it would have been needleſs to have 
baniſh'd me, if the Princeſs had con- 
ſented to Cher/ſeg's Deſires. Bur, alas 
I 'was not left long in this flattering Er- 
ror, | 


We arriv'd at a City that was utterly 


unknown to me; there it was that the 


Greatneſs of my Miſery diſplay'd it's 
Felf fully before my Eyes. I went into an 
Apartment, where they made me go to 
Bed ; I had need of Reſt, and notwith- 
ſtanding my Troubles, I abandon'd my- 
ſelf inſenſibly to Sleep; but, my Lord, 
imagine my Surprize when ſtarting out 
of my Sleep in the Morning, and going 
to dreſs myſelf, I found only a Slave's 
Habit that was appointed for me. 


At the fame Time I ſaw a Turkiſh Mer- 

chant enter my Chamber; Courage, 
Friend, ſaid he, thou art fallen into the 
Hands of a good Maſter ; ſerve me faith- 
* | fully ; 
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fully, and thou ſhalt have no Reaſon to 
repent of thy Fortune I will uſe thee 
with Indulgence, and intend to place 
thee in the Service of his Highneſs. This 
Diſcouſe ſeem'd to me ſo , 
that ſitting _ in my Bed ; what 
you ſay, d I, is it to me that you ad- 
dreſs your iſcourſe? To thee chyſelf, 
m — Ogh, anſwer'd the Turk, I have 

be Feats ught thee of ſeveral Servias Mer- 
— who have aſſured me of thy Fi- 
delity. They have given me a Letter 
for thee, which I am to deliver 
to thee, but be adviſed by me, com 
thy Mind, and prepare to ſerve 
me with Affection. This ſaid, the Mer- 
chant threw me the Letter, and went out 
of oy Room, after having lock'd it very 
carefully. 


Notwithſtanding the Frowns of Fortune 
to which I had long been inured, the 
Diſaſter that now ſtared me in the Face 
ſeem'd ſo new, that I thought I ſtill Nlept z 
but at laſt taking up the Paper, which 
— Turk had thrown upon the Bed to- 
» I found therein theſe cruel Words. 
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LETTER. 


I Have at las obtained my Deſire, in being 
able to glut my Rage, and revenge, ac- 
cording 10 — Ot, the unfortunate Tero- 
225 40k nothing 133 to 2 
engeance compleat,' but to inform thee of ! 
Circumſtances, I bave 2 able 10 
overcome the Hatred wherewith thou baff 
inſpired me by thy Victories, and the Dab 
bim whom I defign'd for my Daughter. 

tbeleſs, I have been forc'd to difſemble 
my Reſentment, in Order to let it break out 
with the more Fury. Know then, that it 
was I who encouraged thy Faiber's Love 10 
Mariana; it was J who cauſed thee to be 
betray'd in thy Priſon, in Hopes that thy 
own Rage would deliver me from my Enemy; 
but, in ſhort, I thank Heaven, which bas 
reſtored thee to Life, fince it has put it in my 
Potter to torture thee, by a Puniſhment as 
| barbarous as new; I have made thy Fatber 
believe, that in order ts deliver bim from 
an odious Rival, I would ſend thee into 
Servia, where, being under a good ſtrong 
| Guard, thou ſhouldfi not ſee the Light of 
Heaven, but at bis Will; but I bad no 
ether Deſign than to make thee the Victim of 


my Rage. Thes art now then the moſt mi- 
ſerabls 
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ſerable of Mankind ; 1 bave nothing more 10 
wiſh, ſince I bave ſorc d my Daughter 10 
marry thy Rival, and thou now, ibat 
all theſe mortal Stabs are the Effetts of the 
Rage and Deſpair of 


M zLPHE. 


This Letter made me ſhudder with Hor- 
xor ; juſt Heaven! cry'd I out, is it 2 
ſible that Fury can diſcover itſelf in ſuch 
ignominious Actions ! After which, loſing 
Patience at this laſt outrageous Misfor- 
rune, I ſtarted up like a Madman, and 
look'd for my Sword to end my miſerable 
Life; but the Turk had had the Precaution 
to take it with him, befides I ſaw him 
re-enter my Room. 


What do I ſce, Qui, ſaid he, whence 
can ariſe the extreme Deſpair which I ſee 
painted in your Eyes? oughtſt not thou 
to reſolve patiently ro undergo a Fate 
which thou canſt not avoid? Know, pur- 
ſued he, that I deſign thee for the Grand 
Signor's Seraglio, where thou wilt taſte the 
Sweets of a private Life, inſtead of the 


Captivity that was prepared for thee. 


But, 


The Adventures of 


But, ſaid I, interrupting him haſtily, 
who can have given you any Power over 
my Liberty? Know that I was born free, 
— of a Rank ſuperior to the Employ- 
ment which you reſerve for me. In a 
Word, I am made to give Chains to o- 
thers, and not to wear them myſelf; I 
am the Prince of [llyria, and conſent to 
loſe my Life, if I cannot w_ my Birth 
to you: Suffer me to ſen ive No- 
tice to Cherſeg of the Sore the baſe 
Deſpot of Servia, and it, 
that my Gratitude and my Ranſom ſhal] 
be proportionable to the Service you will 
do me, and to the Rank I in the 
World. 


I am ſo much uſed to all theſe fine 
Speeches, anſwered the Merchant, ſmil- 
ing, that I don't think it worth my while 
toanſwer them ; thy Equals tell me almoſt 
as much, in order to be the more kindly 
uſed ; but thou haſt no need for this Ar- 
tifice to induce me to treat thee with Di- 
ſtinction, thy Air, and thy Wir plead 
with me in thy Favour : Beſides the Servian 
Merchants, from whom I have juſt bought 
thee, and who affure me that they had thee 
in the Black Sea, have at the ſame Time 


paid their Words for thy Capacity; 
wherefore 
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wherefore don't think to deceive me with 
vain Evaſions, which will only ſerve to pre- 
jadice thee. Thou art nothing but an un- 
fortunate Slave, and the Fable which you 
pretend to paſs upon me for a Truth, 
cannot impoſe upon any reaſonable Man: 
There ought, ar leaſt, to have been ſome 


you have related to me. 


O juſt God ! cry*d I out ! did Fortune 
ever make any Thing ſo wretched as my- 
ſelf! Ceaſe once more to complain, an- 
ſwered my Maſter roughly, and pre- 
pare to ſer out in an Hour for Conſtan- 
tinople, where I reckon to be after to 


him, and conducted me into a large Hall, 
where I found ſeveral Slaves of both Sexes, 
who waited only for the Maſter's Con- 
veniency to follow him. My new Com- 


- rades ſaluted me with Abundance of Ci- 


vility, but I muſt certainly have appear- 
ed to them very deſtitute of good Man- 
ners, ſince I not only did not vouchſafe 
to make them any Anſwer, but even did 
not ſo much as look on them. I was fo 
exaſperated with Rage, that I have often 
wonder'd ſince, I did not die thereof 


that very Inſtant. The Cruelty of the 
King 


Shadow of Probability in the Chimera 


morrow. After this Converſation, the 
Merchant made me dreſs myſelf before 
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King of 1llyria; the barbarous Ou 

of the Deſpar of Servia, and the Falſho21 
of Mariana, of which I no longer doubt- 
ed, though I believ'd it forc'd; all theſe 
extraordinary Things cauſcd in me ſuch 
furious Tranſports, as made my Maſter 
fear that I ſhould either lay violent 
Hands on myſelf, or that my Brains would 
be turn'd. Hereupon, his own Intereſt 
made him take a particular Care of me, 
and he ſpared no Pains to comfort me; 
but I received his Kindneſs with a ſullen 
Silence that made him tremble. 


At laſt, my Lord, we arrived at Con- 
flantinople, where we were made to take 
our Reſt for ſome Days, before we were 
to appear before our new Maſters. De- 
ſpair had alter'd me ſo greatly, that the 
- Turk, my Maſter, did not think proper 
to preſent me to the Grand Signor, where- 
fore he offered me to the Vier Oſman, 
who was then Mabome!'s Favourite. 


The Yizier, by good Fortune, was 
pleaſed to conceive an advantageous Opi- 
nion of me, and bought me with a great 
deal of Goodneſs, notwithſtanding the 
Condition to which I was reduc'd : After 
which, having diſmiſs'd the Merchant, 
he enquir'd, with Abundance of S 
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neſs, who I was, and why I ſeem'd over- 


whelm'd with ſuch a profound Sor- 
row ? 


I neither conceal'd from him my Name, 
nor my Birth, and related to him all my 
Misfortunes; accompanying my Narra- 
tion with a Flood of Tears, which all my 
Courage could not enable me to reſtrain. 
He ſcem'd extremely moved at my ill 
Fortune, but as the whole Story might 
have been invented to impoſe upon him, 
he promis'd to enquire into it 3 in the 
mean while he order'd that I ſhould be 
treated with more Diſtinction than his 
other Slaves. 


I could not condemn the Vizier's Doubt: 
there was ſo little Appearance of Truth 
in all my Misfortunes, that I ſhould 
myſelf have made a great deal of Difh- 
culty of believing — in another. I 
was near a Fortnight without finding any 
Alteration in my Condition; but at the 
End of that Time, the Vizier took me 
along with him into his Cloſet : Cher/eg, 
faid he, forgive my Incredulity, I confeſs 
I could not have believ'd all the Enor- 
—_ whereof I am at preſent convin- 


I have 
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I haws ſent into Myria, and have had 
from thence an Account of thy Misfor- 
runes, till the Night when thou waſt hur- 

d away by ſome Servians; upon this 

ſſurance I ſent for the Turtiſb Merchant 
to whom thou waſt fold; the Day and 
the Circumſtances agree exactly; where- 
fore I no longer doubt but thou art the 
real Prince of /!lyria, All that now 
remains is to find Means to make a- 
mends for the Faults I have been guilty 
of without knowing thee ; ke qo on [ 
will preſent thee to his Hizbne/s, and arm 
in thy Behalf the whole . Power, 
to —.— thee of two perfidious Mo- 
narchs «. have — thee ſo un- 


worthily. 


Ah! my Lord, cry'd I out precipi- 
tately, what Thanks ſhall I be obliged 
to give you, if you can enable me to 
take a memorable Revenge, for the baſe 
Treatment I have receiv'd : But may l 
8 to own my Weakneſs to you 

hat ſay they in llyria of the falſe Ma- 
riana? My Heart cannot yet wean my- 
ſelf from the Remembrance of that In- 
grate: Has ſhe married Cher/eg, and 
muſt I for ever renounce the ſmall Hopes 
* are left me. 


I cannot 


el 
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I cannot anſwer you upon this Head, 
reply'd Oſman, the Courier I ſent to 
Alontevero, not having ſtaid there lo 
enough to know exactly what has paſli 
there; all that he has told me is, that 
the Deſpet of Servia is not now there, and 
that there are ſome Motions in /ilyria, 
the Cauſe whereof no Body can diſcover : 
Hereupon, I thank'd the Vier for his 
Complaiſance, and aſk'd Pardon for my 
Indiſcretion. He promis'd to preſent me 
next Day to Mabomet, and kept his 
Word punQtually ; he had even had the 
Goodneſs to prepoſſeſs the Grand Signor 
advantageouſly in my Favour ; where- 
fore Mabomet careſs'd me very much, 
promiſed me his Protection, and had the 
Goodneſs to pity my Misfortunes. In 
ſhorr, I left him, quite overcome with 
Gratitude ; but O/man inſinuated ro me 
that very Day, that in order to induce 
the Grand Signor to eſpouſe my Intereſt in 
good earneſt, I muſt reſolve to change 
my Religion, or at leaſt to make as if I 
did : That this would be the effectual 
Way to pleafe his Highneſs, that this Step 
would give him a real Concern for me, 
and that, in one Word, without it I had 
nothing to hope for from him. 


T his 
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This Propoſal at firſt made me ſhud- 


der ; I thought I could never be capable 


of ſuch a Crime ; But, alas! how frail i; 
human Nature! After a thouſand Strug- 
gles, wherein Reaſon ought to have got 
the better, Ambilicn, Rage, and Jealouſy, 
ſeiz d upon my Soul with ſo much Vio- 
lence, . at laſt, I yielded them a 
ſhameful Victory. I had the Weakneſs 
then to turn Turk publickly, and ſoon 
became one of Mabomet's deareſt Fa- 
vourites. 


Accordingly he raiſed a conſiderable 
Body of Troops to fall upon the King of 
Jllyria, but at the Time that I was pre- 
paring to put myſelf at their Head, we 

eard that the Deſet of Servia had been 
killed near Caſtel· Novo, without any one's 
knowing what had carried him to that 
Place; and within a few Days after we 
were informed of the Death of Cberſeg, 
and the Flight of Mariana. Theſe three 
Accidents ſenſibly affected me; I could 
not refuſe my Pity and ſome Tears for 
my Father's Death; and I was moved 
with Melpbe's Fate, for Mariana's Sake; 
but I was ſeiz'd with the moſt lively Grief 
on Account of my Uncertainty what was 


become of that Princeſs : In vain did I 


make 
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make Enquiry on all Sides, I have never 


been able to diſcover the Place to which 
ſhe is retired. 


Mabomet had the Goodneſs to ſympa- 
thize with me in my Sorrows, but never- 
theleſs he cauſed his Troops to march 
into {{lyria, and was not long before he 
made himſelf Maſter of a Kingdom, 
which no longer had any Leader to de- 
fend it. I was a little ſurprized at this 
Procedure; but the Grand Signor gave 
me to underſtand, that he would deliver 
up to me the Inheritance of my Anceſtors, 
as ſoon as the People of that Kingdom 
had been uſed to the Ottoman Govern- 
ment; that they might prepare themſelves 


to reccive a Sovereign who was of the 
Turkiſh Religion. 


I did not think this Piece of Policy 
very candid, but I durſt not complain 
thereof; to comfort me for this Diſap- 
r. his Hligb e gave me the 

oſt of Chief Gardener, which I have 
enjoyed three Years, but neither Time 
nor Abſence have been able to make me 
forget Mariana, I am even ſenſible that 
I ought to end a Life, which I am no 
longer able to bear; I die a thouſand 
Times a-day; a cruel Remembrance 

| plunges 
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plunges me every Moment in the moſt 
dreadful Torments;z and it is now, my 
Lord, only my Deſire of teſtifying my 
Zeal for your Service, and venturing m 

Life for you, which retains the fatal Ef- 
fects of my Deſpair. I have renounced 
the Throne of my Anceſtors, and the 
Day itſelf is hateful! to me, ſince it lights 
me without the adorable Mariana. 


Thus did Cherſep-Oglt finiſh his Rela- 
tion; and Prince Jakaya, who had li- 
ſtened to him with great Attention, ha- 
ving thanked him very gracefully for 
the Trouble he had en, aſked him 
Pardon for the Faults he had committed, 
by not knowing his real Condition. Af 
ter this theſe two Praces embraced each 
other tenderly, and mutually vowed an 
eternal Friendſhip ; but as half the Night 
had been already ſpent during the Great 


- Gardener's relating his Story, Jataya, af- 


ter having ſympathized with the Troubles 
of his Friend, gave himſelf up at laſt to 
Reſt, which however did not laſt long. 
The Image of Felicia, the Idea of his ap- 
proaching Greatneſs, and the Emotions 
which the Event of the Rendezvous to 
which he was engaged cauſed in him, al] 
theſe made him ſtart out of his Sleep a 
little after the Sun appeared. 
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As for Cberſeg, he had long been a 
Prey to theſe cruel Reflexions ; ſcarcely 
could Sleep afford him a few Hours Re- 
pole: No ſooner therefore did he per- 
ceive that Prince Jataya had ed his 
Eyes, but he endeavoured again to diſ- 
ſuade him from the Execution of his De- 
fign. You may well judge, my Lord, 
continued he, that 'tis not the Fear of 
Death induces me to ſpeak thus to you; 
but you are upon the Point of poſſeſſing 
the Imperial Throne, and by one impru- 
dent Step you are going perhaps to de- 
prive yourſelf thereof for ever. | 


In vain do you endeavour to diſſuade 
me from my Reſolution, my dear Prince, 
interrupted Jakaya, Prudence never ac- 
companies a real Paſſion: Fortune may 
at her Pleaſure diſpoſe of my Life, but 
I hearken only to the Dictates of my 
Love. Well, my Lord, anſwered Cher/ez, 
let us talk no more of it; beſides I am in 
the wrofig to attempt to inſpire you with 
that whereof I am not capable myſelf : 
Let us go then to the Rendezvous ; let 
us deliver the Sullana's, whoſe Voice calls 
us to their Aſſiſtance, and, whatever 
Misfortune happens to attend the Execu- 


tion of our Deſign, let our Generoſity — 
lea 
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leaſt cauſe our Imprudence to be for- 
gotten. 


This ſaid, Cberſeg · Ogli got up to attend 
the Buſineſs belonging to his Poſt; in 
the mean while he adviſed the Prince 
not to ſhow himſelf that Day, promi- 
ſing him that preciſely at the Hour 
appointed he would come and conduct 
him to the Cabinet of Statues. How 
long did this Time ſeem to the impatient 
Jataya l a Secret foreboding ſeemed to 
aſſure him that Felicia would be the Re- 
ward of his raſh Enterprize: This 
Thought flattered him ſo agreeably, that 
it gave him no Time to reflect upon the 
Conſequences that might attend ſo daring 
a Deſign. 


At laſt the Moment ſo impatiently de- 
fired came; and Cher/eg haſtened to carry 
him to the Rendezvous, but the melan- 
cholly News he brought, took away the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing him. He inform'd the 
Prince, that the Grand Vizier Azem had 
been that very Day ſtrangled by Achmet's 
Order ; that there was Reaſon to believe 
that the Conſpiracy was diſcovered ; and 
that it would not be long before they 
both would fall Victims to the Sultan's 


Fury; Wherefore, my dear Prince, con- 


tinued 
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tinued- Cher ſeg, we muſt ſpeedily be 
from ſo dangerous a Place ; I have had the 

Precaution to ſecure a Bark, which is to 

wait for us to Night at the Bottom of theſe 

Gardens, and carry us to Pera; whither 
I have ſent the beſt Horſes of the Scraglio, 
with which we may make our Eſcape 
from the Sultan's Purſuit. Let us prepare 
ourſelves then, added he, for ſo neceſſa- 
ry a Departure, but at leaſt let us render 
our Flight doubly vexatious to his Higb- 
neſs, not only by avoiding his Vengeance, 
but alſo by carrying oft two of the Sul- 
taneſſes from under his Noſe. 


Jataya was ſo much tranſported with 
this Diſcourſe of Cherſeg's that he could 
not help embracing him; well then, ſaid 
he, you ſee now that I was not in the 
wrong, not to depend too much upon the 
fair Appearances which deluded me with 
vain Hopes ; happy ſtill, notwithſtanding 
the Misfortunes that oppreſs me, if the 
beauteous Felicia may this Night obtain 
her Liberty by my Means: But, alas! 
much I fear all Things concur to 


render me the moſt unfortunate of Man- 
kind. 


Let us not loſe ſuch precious Moments 
in uſcleſs Reflexions, cried Cher/eg, inter- 
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repting him; it is Time to go to the 
— han — 


1 — Ha- 
dim thus ſaid, theſe two Princes went 
down into the Gardens, and taking Ad- 
vantage of the extream Darkneſs of the 
Night, arrived both ſafely at the Cabinet 
of Statues. At the end of this Room 
there was another little Cabinet, which 
was a ſort of Water-Houſe, where, by 
_ the Means of an Engine, known oaly 
to the Great Gardener, one might diſtri- 
bute the Water over all the Gardens of 
2 —_ lie. This Place was full of Pumps 
s, which throwing out the Wa- 
| great Violence, when the Check 

which kept them was taken away, 
made a Noiſe like an impetuous Torrent: 
The Sultan and Cherſeg only had'a Key 
co this little Cabinet. 


The Prince of Myria k 
ſed going in there to — ul 
tuns, for whom they waited, 
core; their Converſation 2 

verheard there, here fore the two Princes 
werejuſtready to make it their Place of Re- 
, when they heard ewoPerſons entering 
into the great Cabinet. Well then, my dear 
Phrint, ſaid one of them, may I hope for 
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the ungrateful Felicia at laſt yield 
to 
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to the tender Paſſion I have for her? 
Muſt I always have Recourſe to Artiſi - 
ces, and may not I flatter myſelf chat 
my Love and my Rank will enable me 
to triumph over the Heart of this inſen- 
fible Sultaneſs? 


Hope not for it, my Lord, interrup- 
ted Pbrinc, all the Charms of your Per- 
fon, and all your Treaſures can not ſe» 
duce Felicia; I know ſhe is prepoſſeſſed 
in Favour of Sultan Jataya, Sik - whom 
ſhe has lived a long Time at Athens; tis 
only by Violence that you can triumph 
over this imperious Maiden. Wherefore, 
my Lord, your HighneFs ſhould no 
longer amuſe yourſelt with * 
vain, ſince your Power and your Love 
ſet you above theſe empty Formalities. 


I own, anſwered Achmet (for in Effect 
it was he himſelf) that tis a Shame for 
a Lover, like me, to humble himſelf in 
vain, when he may command as Maſter: 
But, Phrint, the Charms of Felicia have, 
till chis Moment, kept an abſolute Em- | 
pire over my Heart; I tremble at diſ- | 
pleaſing that amiable Maiden ; ſhe car- N 
ries in her Looks an Air of Grandeur | 
which makes me her againſt my 
Will: Bur, in ſhore, I ſhall be able to 
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evercome this empty Scruple, and fince 
you aſſure me that ſhe will be here, 1 
mall know how to ſatisfy the Paſſion that 


conſumes me. 


Doubt not of the Succeſs of my Stra- 
tagem, interrupted Phrine, I have artfully 
made Felicia believe that the Sultan Ja- 
&aya lies conceal'd in Conſtantinople, with 
Deſign to deliver her from your Highne/s's 
Seraglio; I have cauſed a counterfeit 
Letter to be given her, as coming from 
that Prince, wherein I give her Notice 
to be this Night at the Cabinet of Statues, 
to concert proper Meaſures there for her 
Deliverance ; I have intercepted the Sul- 
tana's Anſwer, which ſhe had intruſted 
to an old Slave whom ſhe believes in her 
Intereſt; ſhe aſſures the Prince therein that 
ſhe will not fail being there, with another 
Sultana her Friend, who is likewiſe de- 
ſirous of eſcaping from your Seraglio ; 
wherefore, my Lord, your Highneſs may 
eaſily imagine that ſhe will be far from 
breaking the falſe Appointment I have 
made her. 


During this Converſation, the Aſto- 
niſhment of the two Princes was incon- 
ceivable ; they preſs'd each other's Hands, 
from Time to Time, to teſtify their _ 
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tual Surprize. Jataya eſpecially Knew 
not what to reſolve upon; the Joys of 
knowing his Miſtreſs faithful, and the 
Pleaſure of ſaving her from the Sultan's 
brutal Paſſion, flatter'd his Soul in the 
moſt ſenſible Part; but, on the other 
Hand, the Fear of miſcarrying in his 
Enterprize, by the Aſſiſtance that might 
come, terrify'd him with a juſt Appre- 
henſion: As for Cberſg, whom ve 
did not diſquiet on this Occaſion, he 
made leſs tumultuous, and more reaſon- 
able Reflexions; and rack'd his Brains to 
find ſome ſure Means to turn this ſingular 
Adventure to the Prince's Advantage. 


As there was no — any Hopes of 
ſtaying at Conflantinople, there was no 
longer any Meaſures to be kept ; perhaps 
any others, but theſe two Princes, 
would have taken Advantage of this Ac- 
cident, to ſacrifice Achme! to their Ambi- 
tion ; but Cberſeg, judging, with Reaſon, 
of Jakaya's Sentiments by his own, was 
far from forming a Reſolution ſo contrary 
to their Glory : Wherefore he contented 
himſelf with putting his Mouth ſoftly to 
his Friend's Ear; go and meet the Sulta- 
na's, (ſaid he, as low as poſſible) they 
can only come by the Walk of Citron 
Trees; prevent their approaching, and 
H 3 leave 
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leave me to take Care of, and favour, our 
Efcape ; ſtay for me bot a Moment, I 
will not be long before I am with you. 


Hereupon without anſweri 
the Great Gardener, ſlipt along the Cabs 
net, and got out dexterouſly ; after which 
he flew haſtily the Way that Cher/eg had 
directed him, to which he was no Stran- 
get. In effect, he ſoon heard ſome body 
come towards him; is it you, beauteous 
Felicia, ſaid the Prince ſoftly? May I 
flatter myſelf with the Hopes of having 
met you in Time, to — 2 you from 
the Danger that attends you at the Cabi- 
net of Statues? And what is that Danger, 
- inte Felicia haſtily ? (For in Effect 
it was ſhe, with one of her Companions) 
Am 1I baſely impoſed upon? Doubt it 
not, anſwered Jataya, you were deceiv'd 
by a falſe Letter, but my good Fortune 
has me to your Aſliſtance ; I am 
that tender Lover, whom neither Time 
nor Abſence, has been able to deprive of 
the Love, with which the fair Felicia has 
inſpired him. 


At theſe Words, the Prince diſcover'd 
himſelf entirely, and after having aſſured 
her of Oman Life, related, —_— 
Juſt 


with precipitation, part of what he 
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juſt heard. Felicia was overjoy'd at re- 
ceiving News of her Father ; but, trem- 
bling at the Account of the Treachery 
that had been deſign'd her, ſhe would 
have returned to the Seraghio ; when 7a- 
kaya holding her reſpeRfully, encouraged 
her, by telling her that the Great Gardener 
was in their Intereſt, and would be with 


them immediately. 


In the mean while Cher/eg having made 
fome Noiſe in the Cabinet, Achmet, who 
had open'd the Door of the Place where 
he intended to ſatisfy his brutal Paſſon, 
having concealed the treacherous Pbrini 
therein, no ſooner heard ſomebody walk- 
ing near him, chan he did not doubt but 
it was the Sultana: Am I then once more 
ſo happy as to be able to meet you again, 
beauteous Felicia, ſaid he, diſguiſing his 
Voice? And can Jakeys again freely en- 
tertain you with his Love, in ſpite of the 
cruel Sultan who oppteſſes us? But, pure 
ſued he, this Place is not ſolitary e 
to explain to you the Means which I in- 
tend to uſe, to deliver you from the Se- 
raglio Let us retire to a Place where 
our Converſation cannot be over-heard. 


Having thus ſaid, Achmet took Cherſeg 
by the Hand, believing him to be Fel 
H 4 cia. 
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cia, and made him go with him into the 
Water-Houſez but no ſooner was the 
Great Gardener there, than diſengaging 
himſelf briſkly from the Sultan's Em- 
braces, he touched the Spring that made 
the Water play, and ruſhing haſtily out 
of the Room, double locked the Door ; 
leaving the Sultan ſo confounded at this 
Adventure, that he had. not the Strength 
to make any Reſiſtance. 


Nevertheleſs, being a little recovered 
from his Surprize, he would have cried 
out, and have ſought ſome Means to get 
out of his Slavery ; but the dreadful Noiſe 
of the Waters, which ran impetuouſly into 
the Pipes, prevented his being heard. Be- 
fides the Door of the Water-Houſe was 
locked ſo faſt, that all the Endeavours 
of the Grand Signor and Phrine to break 
it open, were to, no Purpoſe: He was 
forced then to reſolve to paſs the Night 
in chat Place, not being able to hope for 
anyAſfiltance, | 


Whilſt he was in Tranſports of Rage 
that are eaſy to be imagined, Cberſeg 
haſtened to join Jataya and the Suan. 
It was high Time for him to be with 
them; the Noiſe they had heard had fo 
greatly redoubled their Fear, that they 


were 


Prince JTAKAYA. 151 


were juſt ready to betake themſclyes to 
Flight, in ſpi is of the Prince's Efforts to 
the — but the Great Gardener's 
Arrival appeaſed their Trouble, He in- 
form'd Jakaya, in few Words, what he had 
done ; after which, without loſing Time, 
the ewo Sultana's, and the two Princes ha- 
ſtened to the Garden Gate, and gon 0 
the Bark that waited for hem. 


The Paſſage over is ſo ſhort, from the 
Gardens of the Scraglio to the little City 
of Pera, that they arrived there in a ſmall 
Time; and mounting haſtily upon the 
Horſes that were kept there ready — 
them, they took the Sultana's behind 
and traverſed Chalcedonia of By-Ways 
They travelled with incredible 8 

and as Fortune ſeemed to — — 
| Deſigns, the Days were then at the ſhort- 
eſt, and conſequently the Nights were: 
extreamly long. 


The Princes then had ſo much Time- 
to avoid the Sultan's Fu that they 
needed not have apprehen nded i it, but an» 
unforeſeen Accident retarded their 8 
and had almoſt cauſed the Ruin-of theſe: 
four unfortunate Fugitives. During the 
prodigious Haſte which they made at firſt 
ſetting out, their Converſation could' be- 

H 5 bun 
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but inte brut when they began to 
flacken Pace a little, Jataha and his 
Princeſs ſaid to each other, all that Love 
could inſtill into two Hearts who really 
were actuated with a moſt ſincere and ar- 
dent Paſſion. They related to each other 
their mutual Anguiſh, and, in ſhort, gave 
each other equaily to underſtand, chat 
they had always mutually Jov'd with the 
{ame Tenderneſs. | 


Aſter this, the Prince inforia'd Felicia 
of Oſman's Fate, and aik'd her Pardon 
for vie 1 which had partly 
cauſed his Ruin ; but the Excuſe was 

lawful, and ſo tender, that the Princeſs 
could not help thinking herſelf obliged to 
him for a Fault of which Love was the 


__ fole Author. 


Whilſt theſe two Lovers thus entertain- 
ed themſelves with a Pleaſure beyond 
Expreſſion, Cberſeg, who was a Stranger 
ſo much as to Name of the Perſon 
he had behind him, kept a profound Si- 
Jence. Ac laſt Jakaya, addre himſelf 
to him: What am I not indebted to you, 
my dear Ogi, ſaid he! You alone crown 
my Happineſs, whilſt I can only cauſe 
r Misfortunes; but at leaſt, dear 


Prince, continued he, depend upon my 
Gratitude, 
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Gratitude, and believe that, on all Oooa 
Bons, I hall be ready to ſacrifice my Life 


for you. 


I am too much obli ous uy 
Lard, anſwered Cher og 
longer in a — as "i 
pineſs ; and can for the furure be on 
affected with what gives you Satisſuction 
Let us make haſte then into Aa, 
endeavour to reſtore the Princeſs L 
_ Father's _ whilſt you will be able 
m_ ire with the Sultan. 

* 


— of the War, 
— che po 
that I will reſtify 


Fortune, I will devote the miſerable Re- 
mainder to your Intereſt, and your 


Glory. 
Ah Cherſeg | interrupted the Sultan, how 


unjuſt is dag in having'oppreſs'd ſuch 
uncommon Merit as your's ; and what can 


I do, during my whole Life, that can ever 
equal what you have done for me] As Cher- 


ſeg Oli was to return an An- 
r aneſs, whom he had 


behind him, fetch a — Sigh, — 
E 


out: 6 In 


156 
fe&, | he perceived that ſhe no longer 


far faſt on Horſeback, bu fell co the 
Ground. 


This Accident made him ſtop, and 
calling to Jataya, he inform'd him of the 
Sultans s Misfortune. Immediately the 
wo Princes diſmounted, and endeavour'd 
by all manner of Means, to recover Feli- 
cig*'s Companion; that beautcous Perſon 
herſelf, uſed her utmoſt Efforts to aſſiſt 
her unfortunate Friend; but although 
the very _ ſuſpected the Cauſe of her 
Swoon, ſhe thought ſhe ought to keep 
Silence, and not'divulge her Secret with- 
aut her Knowledge: In the mean while, 
as it was ſtill extremely dark, and they 
could find no Water, all their Pains were 
fruitleſs, and they were obliged to Non 
till break of Day to give her Eaſe. 


The Adventures of 


Jakaya was fully ſenſible of the Conſe- 
quence of this Delay, and did not in the 
jeaſt doubt but the Grand Signior would: 
fend on all Sides after them; but his natu- 
ral Generoſity, and the Affection Felicia 
expreſs d for the Sullancſi, would not ſuf- 
ter. him to heſitate a Moment what he 
ought to do. Cberſeg himſelf, the moſt 
generous of Mankind, breaking Silence 3 

3 Prince, 


* 


ea . ˖ a «as wS<t © L@£{ 
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Prince, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to 
Jataya, there is no doubt but Achbmet will 
leave no Stone unturn'd to have Felicia 
again in his Power ; if you loſe Time, 
you will no longer be able to ſecure her 
from the dreadful Fate that waits her 
at the Scraglio; you will likewiſe yourſelf 
periſh under” the Rage and Indignation of 
your Brother ; wherefore,* Prince, fly 
with the Treaſure that Love and Fortune 
have put again into your Hands, and 
lea ve me to affiſt this lovely Perſon. | 
will endeavour to rejoin you; but, let 
what will happen, if Fate will have me 
fall again into the Sultau's Power, it will 
only ſhorten the Courſe of an uſeleſs Life, 


which is an inſupportable Burthen to 
me. 


Think not, anſwered Jataya, that my 
Sentiments are leſs noble than your's; I 
will for the future, my dear Prince, ſhare 
with you both in your Dangers and 
Pleaſures ; Death, or Honours ſhall be 
common to us both; and whilſt I live 
you may be aſſured, that Jataya will 
make it always his Glory, to defend you 
to the laſt Gaſp, or to advance you to a 
Rank equal to his own. 


Felicia 
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Felicia then interfer'd in the Conver- 
ſation; and proteſted that whatever Dan- 

might attend their ſaying in that 
Place, could never reſolve upon lea - 
ving her Friend in ſuch an urgent Ex. 
tremity-: Cher/eg would 


in have inlift. 
ed on their flying, but it was in vain, 
he was forced to reſolve to ſubmit to the 
Frowns of Fortune. 


In the mean while Morning began to 
appear, and the Prince of 1ilyria ran to 
a Brook which was ata little Diſtance from 
thence, and brought ſome Water, to throw 
in the Face of the fainting Sultane; but, 
O Heavens ! what was the Aſtoniſhmenr 
of this Prince, when he diſcover'd his 
lov'd Mariana, in the Perſon of the beau- 
teous Sick one. I am not Maſter of Elo- 
uence enough, to be able to deſcribe all 
then paſs'd in Cher/eg's Soul; my 
Pen would never be able- to paint the 
different Emotions wherewith he was agi - 
_ h 3 Time motion- 

$, with his Eyes fax'd Mariana, 
for Fear that they 2 join'd 

him, and that 


with his Heart, to betra 
a pleaſing IluGon ſhould have _ 
im 
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him, with other Features than thoſe of that 
belov'd Object. 


But, at laft, being ſenſibly coavinc'd 
of his good Fortune, he threw himſelf 
quite tranſported at the Feet of the beau- 
teous Princeſs of Servia ; divine Mariana, 
faid he, open your bright Eyes, and be- 
hold the Prince of 1{lyris ever tender and 
faithful, notwithſtanding the Injuſtice 
wherewith you have repaid his Love : 
His Heart has never bely'd his Vows, 
he has ever adored you, and as ungrate- 
— you are, he will adore you to his 

rave. | 


As Cher/eg uttered theſe Words, he ſhed 

a Flood of Tears upon Mariana's lovely 
Hands; whilſt Jataya, and the amiable 
Felicia, who were Witneſſes of this ſurpri- 
zing Accident, teſtified their Joy by a 
Silence which ed from their Ad- 
miration. Neverthelefs, not being wil- 
ling to leave the Princeſs of Si any 
longer in the melancholy Condition 
wherein ſhe then was, they threw ſome 
Water in her Face; but Love, and the 
Voice of a beloved Admirer, contributed 
infinitely more to her Recovery, than the 
innocent 
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innocent Remedy to which they 


cour ſe. | k 5 | 


At laſt, Mariana opened her lovely 
Eyes; and after ſome Moments, wherein 
the Weakneſs of her newly recovered 
Sight would not allow her to diſcern 
Things plainly, ſhe knew Cbherſcg ; whilſt 
he, kneeling, preſſed one of her fair Hands 
between his, and watered it with his 
Tears. Can it be poſſible, cried ſhe with 
a faint Voice, that the Prince of 1!yria 
ſhould till retain, thoſe tender Sentiments 
for me, which formerly crown'd my 
Happineſs? And that, notwithſtanding 
fatal Appearances, his Heart ſhould till 
be —— for the unfortunate Ma- 
riana : 


had Re- 


Can you doubt it, charming Princeſs, 

interrupted Cherſeg, I am always the 
ſame, and altho* your forced Infidelity 
has cauſed all my Misfortunes, it has 
not been able to tear from my Heart, the 
tender Love which your bright Eyes, have 
kindled there. Ceaſe to condemn me, re- 
plied the Princeſs haſtily, I am only guilty 
in Appearance; I have neither been falſe to 
E. ve, nor to my own Honour: I am 

ill that ſame Mariana, who made all her 
Happineſs 
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Happineſs conſiſt in loving you, and 
being beloved by you; nothing has 
been able to alter me, and the Condi- 
tion wherein I now appear before you, is 
a Proof of my Conſtancy. 


Juſt Heaven] cried out the Prince of 
Jilyria at this Diſcourſe ; Can it be poſ- 
ſible that cruel Appearances have decei- 
ved my Heart! Ah! Mariana, I deſerve 
only your Hatred, if I have been able 
to ſuſpect you wrongfully : Kill, with your 
Frowns, the Wretch who has not been 
able to do Juſtice to your Virtue, and to 
your Oaths, But, alas! reſum'd he, I 
am but too well convinced of my Misfor- 
tune ; I ſaw you at the Altar, ready to 
engage yourſelf for ever; I have recet- 
ved my Condemnation from your Hands 
In ſhort, every Thing tell me that you 
have forſaken me, and that the King of 
Iilyria has robb'd me of your Heart. 


No, no, Cberſg, replied Mariana, I 
have not been falſe to you, and at the 
Moment when I ſeemed moſt criminal, 
] was the moſt devoted to you: I will 
acquaint you with my Adventures, 
and you will find, by what I ſhall tell 
you, the Sincerity of what I now 14, 

ut 
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bur Time is precious, purſued this young 
gy i I perceive that the Condition 


to which the hearing your Name re- 
duced me, has cauſed us to ſtop in a ſu- 
ſpicious Place; let us recover, by our 
Speed, the Time I have made you loſe: I 
am ſenſible, added ſhe riſing, and ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to Jakays and Felicia, 
how much I am indebted to your gene- 
rous Aſſiſtance, and can only teſtify my 
Gratitude, by the Haſte wherewith I am 


going to repair my involuntary Fault. 


Having thus ſaid, ſhe preſs'd the Turki/o 
Prince to mount agaia on Horſe-back, 


and ONS helped cicia to get up be- 
hind him, ſhe ped herfelf behind 
the Prince of. Hihi This done, theſe 
Lovers, whom = and Fortune had 


brought together again by ſuch extraor- 
2 Means, rode away with incredible 

we { from a Place which might have 
— fatal to them. They travelled on 
then almoſt all that Day with the ſame 
Swiftneſs; but, as the Magnificence of their 
Cloaths, and the Diamonds wherewith 
the Suliang's were adorned, might cauſe 
a Suſpicion in thoſe that met them, they 
it proper to retreat, as ſoon as 


Night t hould come on, into a fort of 
| Foreſt 


Prince JAKAYA. 163 


Foreſt which they obſerved ; and 'twas 
agreed, at the ſame Time, that one of 
the Princes ſhould go from thence to the, 
nearcſt Town, not only to buy Neceſſa- 
ries to ſupport Life, but alſo to provide 
plain Habits, to conceal them from the 
Search of the Soldiers, which Achmet would 
naturally ſend after them : Beſides, their 
Horſes were fo tired that they were hard- 
ly able to Rand. 


This Scheme was punctually executed; 
no ſooner did Night overſhadow the 
Earth with Darkneſs, but theſe four Lo- 
vers, as tender as unfortunate, retired 
into the thickeſt Part of the Foreſt, after 
having taken Notice of the Ways our. 
There did Cberſeg and Jata)a long difſ- 
pute with each other, who ſhould put 
their Deſign in Execution. Both of them 
being full of Love and Generolity, 
would have gone to a large Town, 
which they had obſerved at the End of 
the Foreſt ; but, at laſt, it was agreed, 
that the Prince of Ihyria ſhould buy the 
Things agreed on, whilſt Jataya ſhould 
ſtay and guard the Princeſſes. Mariana 
could not ſee Cherſeg leave her, without 
being ſenſibly afflicted, but, as this Pre- 

Caution 
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caution was abſolutely requiſite, ſhe- was 
forced to ſubmit. 


Aſter the Departure of this Prince, 
Jataya and the two amiable Sultana's gave 
themſelves up to the moſt melancholy Re- 
flexions, and, I believe, it is impoſſible 
to have a juſter Reaſon. In effect, could 
any Thing be more dreadful than the 
Condition to which they ſaw themſelves 
reduced? Born to command by the Pre- 
rogative of their Birth; and made to 
reign over the whole Earth by their Me- 
rit, and their Virtue, they were con- 
trained to wander at a Venture, to avoid 
Death, or Ignominy. 


Even Jataya's undaunted Courage, 
which had been unmoved at all the Miſ- 
fortunes which he had undergone, was 
ſhock'd at the State wherein he ſaw theſe 
charming Princeſſes. Juſt Heaven ! cry*d 
he out with Tranſport! Was there ever 
a Deſtiny more terrible than mine ! Twice 
being upon the Point of aſcending the 
Throne of my Anceſtors, I was cruelly 
deceiv'd in ſuch a flattering Hope ; and 
now, when Fortune makes me find again 
à Treaſure, a thouſand Times more valu- 


able than the Splendor of the Crown 
Wat whereof 
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whereof ſhe deprives me, I am reduced 
to dread her Loſs by infamous Raviſhers, 
or to ſee her periſh without Help, in a 
State ſo contrary to the Rank to which 
my Love intended to have rais'd her. 
Ah! Princeſs; how fatal is my Paſſion to 

ou? Why did barbarous Fate give me 
Life, to be the Cauſe of your = 


Ceaſe to afflict yourſelf, my dear 
Prince, interrupted Felicia, I am ſenſible, 
as well as you, of all the Rigour of the 
Deſtiny that oppreſſes us, but it cannot 
entirely overwhelm me, as long as it 
leaves me with you ; let us ſurmount it's 
Cruelty, by the Conſtancy of our Senti- 
ments; and let us make Fortune bluſh, 
at being adverſe to Perſons, incapable of 
deſerving her Injuſtice ; perhaps, one 
Day, we may ſoften her Buekaokey : Alas! 
what have we done to draw down u 
us her pitileſs Shafts! Did the Innocence 
of our Hearts, and the Integrity of our 
Sentiments, merit ſuch a fatal Reward ? 
But, whatever happens, dear Prince, if 
we muſt die, at leaſt, let it be without 
degenerating from our Rank, or our 
Glory ; and let the lateſt Poſtericy learn 
by our Example, that Souls truly gene- 
rous may fall under the Attempts of their 

Enemies, 


* e le . 
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Enemies, but never depart from the Mark 
of Grandeur, which diſtinguiſhes them 
from che Reſt of Mankind. 


Ah! Felicia, anſwered the Prince, pref. 
fing her Hand reſpectfully, can one find 
in any other Mortal ſo much Greatneſs of 
Soul, or ſo much Strength of Wit? You 
charm my Heart by the Nobleneſs of 
your's, but, alas ! how far am I from 
that Tranquility, to which you endeavour 
to reſtore me by your Reaſons ! If I had 

gomning to fear but for myſelf, Heaven 
is my Witneſs, I would reſign myſelf up, 
without murmuring, to the moſt fatal 
Misfortunes; D itſelf would have 
nothing dreadful to me, under whatever 
Form it could appear, if thereby I could 
contribute to your Felicity; but, good 
Heavens ! can I, without ſhuddering with 
Horror, think * either your Loſs, or 
your Slavery! No, no, purſued he, I 
never will be Witneſs of ſuch an Extre- 
mity ; whilſt I have a drop of Blood in 
my Veins, I will defend your Life againſt 
the whole Univerſe. 


Why do you endeavour to terrify your- 
Gves by ſuch melancholy Fancies? (in- 
cerrupted Mariana, who till then had 
285 hearken'd 
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hearken'd, without ſaying a Word, to 
this tender Converſation; Do not form 
to yourſelves, either of you, ſuch ter- 
rible Ideas ym Fate will at laſt be 
weary of perſecuting you: We have bur 
a few Days Journies to a Place of Refuge, 
where we ſhall be in a State of greater 
Tranquility; the Army of Peri-Baſſa, 
and Oſman, cannot be very far from us, 
and when we are once cut of the Sultan's 
Dominions, having nothing more to fear, 
we ſhall have nothing more to wiſh for: 
Love has brought us together again by 
Ways too extraordinary, not to compleat 
it's Work, nevertheleſs I own I tremble 
at being, in ſome Meaſure, the Cauſe of 
the Misfortune which we endeavour to 
ſhun: My Love to Cher/ey has betray'd 
us, and our Stay has perhaps given 
met Time to ſet Guards at all the Paſſa- 
ood bleaven, avert, if poſſible, 


; 
- fat Miſchief that I dread. 


With ſuch Diſcourſe did the Prince and 
the two Sultanaꝰs conſume part of the Night; 
but the extreme Fatigue which they had 
undergone, during their Day's Journey, 
conſtrain'd at laſt the Daughter of O/man, 
and the Princeſs of Servia, to give them- 


cb. 


ſelves up to ſome Moments Sleep, whilſt 
Jake 


8 
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Fakaya hearken'd, with the utmoſt Anxie- 
. to the leaſt Noiſe. 


Hou dreadful muſt be ſuch a Conditi- 
on I believe it is much more eaſy to 
imagine the Horror of it, than to deſcribe 
itz but let us leave them for ſome Time 
in this extreme Diſquiet, and return to 
Conſtantinople, to know what paſs'd in the 
Cabinet of the Water-Houſe, d we 
* the i ET. Achmet. * 


Eud of the Firſt P ART. 


